The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada
Soldiers’ Auction

CATALOGUE OF ITEMS
(as of March 30th)
Wednesday, April 25th, 2018 7:00 PM – 11:00 PM
QOR Officers' Mess, Moss Park Armoury, 130 Queen Street East, Toronto
Eventbrite Tickets - Soldiers' Auction

The $30 admission fee assists in covering the cost of Mess staff and food, and ensures that
all proceeds from the auction will go directly to supporting the pilgrimage of the serving
soldiers for D-Day + 75, and the Regimental Museum and Archives.

The following items have been donated for auction as of March 30th. The listing is not complete, and
additional donations are welcome in support of the Regimental Museum and Archives at Casa Loma,
and the Regiment’s pilgrimage to Juno75 in Normandy in June 2019.
1. Range Day for four - this spring/summer, firing hundreds of rounds through vintage Canadian and
German weapons. Donated by Rob Grieve and Phil ten Kortenaar.

2. Bronze Paratrooper Statue – “Canadian Jumper” bronze statue by Col (retd) André Gauthier, whose
military career included a posting as platoon commander with the 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own Rifles.
Col Gauthier also sculpted the “Into Action” paratrooper statue at CFB Petawawa. Donated by
MGen Walter Holmes, QOR Honorary Colonel and also former Commander, Canadian Airborne
Regiment.

3. British WW1 Recruiting Poster – Donated by Rob Grieve.

4. World War 1 British Fuze – This inert time and percussion fuze No80 was usually used with the
British shrapnel shells of the famous 18-pounder field guns of WW1. This fuze is made entirely of
brass, and was discovered in the Ypres Salient. Donated by John Fotheringham.

5. Golf Day for 3 – A threesome to join Tony Schultz for a round of golf at Spring Lakes Gold Club in
Stouffville (corner of Highway 48 and Stouffville Road), on a day to be agreed upon on a Monday to
Friday (except holidays) between May 15th and September 15th. This includes green fees, cart fees
and full use of the practice facility. Guests will be responsible for their own food and beverage
costs. Spring Lakes has a dress code.

6. QOR License Plates (2 sets) – Upon purchase, the owner will be able to register the plates with
MTO. Donated by the QOR Trust Fund. Number will be ‘02QOxx’. Donated by the QOR Trust Fund.

7. Print – The Military Review at the Quebec Tercentenary Celebrations, 1908 – Sir Henry Pellatt and
the QOR front and centre. Donated by John Wilmot.

8. Winchester Model 1873

The Winchester Model 1873 was one of the most successful lever action rifles of the day, with
Winchester marketing it as "The Gun that Won the West". It was originally chambered for the .44-40
cartridge, which was the first centrefire cartridge that became immensely popular. In all, over 720,000
Model 1873s rifles were produced up until 1923.

The actual history of the example being offered her today in not known. Research using the serial
number shows it was manufactured in 1882. Winchester mass-produced this model of rifle making
25,000 of them in 1882 alone. The Winchester Lever Action rifle was also used by the North West
Mounted Police and Canadian troops from 1873 to 1918.
This rifle is in working condition and the purchaser needs to possess a valid Firearms Possession and
Acquisition license (PAL). Deactivation is available at the buyer’s expense.
9. Lee-Enfield Rifle Model #1 Mk3*

This Lee–Enfield is a bolt-action rifle that served as the main firearm for the British Empire and
Commonwealth during the first half of the 20th century. It is chambered to fire the .303 cartridge that
was inserted into a 10 round detachable box magazine. It was also loaded using ‘Stripper’ clips that
each contained 5 rounds.
The WWI version is often referred to as the "SMLE," which is a short form for the common "Short
Magazine Lee-Enfield" variant. The #1Mk 3 was issued to the QOR when they departed for
Newfoundland in 1941. Early wartime Recruits learned their shooting skills using this model of LeeEnfield.
This example was made in England in 1916 and thousands of these rifles were sold after the war. This
model served with the Canadian Army until they were re-issued with #4 Lee Enfield in 1942. The British
continued to use this Lee Enfield variant up to 1957.
This rifle is in working condition and the purchaser needs to possess a valid Firearms Possession and
Acquisition license (PAL). Deactivation is available at the buyer’s expense.
10. Lee-Enfield Rifle Model #4 Mk1

At the start of WW2, Canada needed more rifles to issue to Canadian troops. England’s rifle production
for the Commonwealth was overloaded although they kept up production to support these needs.
Canada pushed England to produce rifles here in Canada and, in 1940, Canada was allowed to build a
production facility to manufacture the new model of Lee Enfield rifle known as the #4 Mk1. This rifle
was easier to manufacture than the #1Mk3.
The story of the Long Branch (Etobicoke) production plant has a unique history as it took only 1.5 years
from when approval was granted to when the first rifle came off the assembly line in June 1942.
The rifle being presented here today was made in 1942 and was within the first batch of 1,900 rifles
produced. The QOR used this model of rifle during the D-Day invasion and it was used up until it was
replaced by the FNC1 semi-automatic rifle.
This rifle is in working condition and the purchaser needs to possess a valid Firearms Possession and
Acquisition license (PAL). Deactivation is available at the buyer’s expense.
11. Alexander Muir – “The Maple Leaf Forever” – certified piece of the maple tree that inspired QOR
rifleman Alexander Muir to pen The Maple Leaf Forever. Donated by the QOR WO and Sergeants’
Mess.

12. Four tickets to Tastemaker Toronto – donated by the LNG Investment Group, CIBC Wood Gundy
“Looking for a food and drink event in Toronto? The beautiful Evergreen Brick Works is the setting for
one of the top food festivals. The city’s latest, greatest and hottest restaurants dish up their best in an
al fresco gourmet feast. This includes a showcase of food and drink from collaborating renowned chefs
and an opportunity for foodies to sample a variety of flavours.”
Saturday, May 19th, 7 to 11 p.m., Evergreen Brick Works, 550 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, M4W 3X8

13. Print – Op Varsity – 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, 24 March 1945 – This print, signed by the
artist and three 1 Can Para veterans, depicts members of the Battalion on the DZ of the Rhine
Crossing jump. From the estate of 1 Can Para veteran Bob Firlotte, who participated in Op Varsity.

14. Pegasus bronze statue - From the estate of 1 Can Para/QOR veteran Major Bob Firlotte.

15. Artillery ‘door-stopper’ – This plated 18-pounder round and fuze was donated by Adam Hermant.

16. Artillery ‘trench art’ – This brass ashtray, made from a 40 mm shell casing, was donated by Adam
Hermant.

17. Champagne Pol Roger – Sir Winston Churchill (2006) – “Champagne Pol Roger created their
Prestige Cuvée in homage to Sir Winston Churchill mindful of the qualities that he sought in his
champagne : robustness, a full-bodied character and relative maturity. Pinot Noir predominates,
providing structure, breadth and robustness whilst Chardonnay contributes elegance, finesse and
subtlety. Composed exclusively of grapes sourced from Grands Crus Pinot Noir and Chardonnay
vineyards which were already under vine during Churchill's lifetime. Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill is
only made in the very best vintages and is always released later than the other vintage dated
Champagnes from Pol Roger, marking Churchill's appreciation for older wines.”

18. QOR Orville Fisher Signed D-Day Print – Depicting the Regiment landing at Bernières-sur-Mer on 6
June 1944. The original painting hangs in the Officers’ Mess. Donated by John Wilmot.

19. Pegasus stained glass - From the estate of 1 Can Para/QOR veteran Major Bob Firlotte.

20. QOR Barry Rich prints (4) - #2 of 50 numbered prints, signed by the artist. Donated by John Wilmot.

21. Other military prints – there will be a number of other military prints in the auction.

22. QOR wooden drum, pre-WW 2

23. Limited edition military plates - From the estate of 1 Can Para/QOR veteran Major Bob Firlotte.

24. Silent Auction Items – There will also be a variety of military books, as well as items such as several
sets of QOR cufflinks produced by former RSM, CWO Scott Patterson, a QOR lighter from Reg Walker
of 1 Can Para, plaques from 1 Can Para/QOR Major Bob Firlotte, etc.

