




- 1 -

The New Colonel-in-Chief of The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 
Married to Charles, Prince of 
Wales, on 9 April, 2005, as a 
member of the royal family 
Camilla, the Duchess of 
Cornwall, GCVO, supports her 
husband in carrying out his 
work and duties as heir to the 
British throne. 

In 2012 the royal couple are vis
iting Canada to mark the 60th 
anniversary of the Queen's coro
nation as members of the royal 
family fan out across the globe 
as part of the Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations, paying visits to all 
countries where the Queen is 
head of state. 

Prince Charles and the Duchess 
of Cornwall launched a three
province Canadian tour in May, 
visiting New Brunswick, 

Ontario and Saskatchewan. Later in the year Charles and 
Camilla will also make stops in Australia, New Zealand and 
Papua New Guinea. Earlier this year they visited Norway, 

Sweden, and Denmark. This will be their second visit to Canada 
as a married couple, having visited 22 communities in Ontario, 
British Columbia and Quebec in 2009. 

The Duchess is Patron or President of a number of charities and 
attends events to support them. She also supports the work of the 
British Armed Services both in the United Kingdom and abroad. 
Her Royal Highness has her own military appointments and 
accompanies Prince Charles on many of his visits to the British 
Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force. 

In addition to being Colonel-in-Chief of The Queen 's Own 
Rifles of Canada, the Duchess of Cornwall holds the following 
military appointments: Royal Colonel, 4th Battalion The Rifles, 
of the British Army; Honorary Air Commodore of RAF Halton 
and RAF Leeming; Commodore-in-Chief, British Naval 
Medical Services; Commodore-in-Chief, British Naval 
Chaplaincy; Lady sponsor of the Royal Navy's nuclear-powered 
submarine HMS Astute. 

The Duchess has been no stranger to military life. Her late 
father, Major Bruce Shand, MC and Bar, was a young officer in 
the 12th Royal Lancers when awarded an immediate Military 
Cross in 1940 for his bravery as an embarkation officer at 
Dunkirk. He received a second MC in 1941 , battling Rommel's 
Afrika Korps in the Western Desert while serving with the 
British 8th Army. 

Queen Elizabeth II grants new honour to Colonel-in-Chief 
It was announced by Buckingham Palace in London in April that 
Queen Elizabeth TI has appointed her daughter-in-law, Camilla, 
Duchess of Cornwall, to the highest female rank in the Royal 
Victorian Order. 

The announcement that the new Colonel-in-Chief of The Queen 's 
Own Rifles of Canada has been made a Dame Grand Cross was 
made on 9 April, on the seventh anniversary of her marriage to 
Prince Charles. This entitles her to use the post nominals GCVO. 

"The Royal Victorian Order is given by The Queen to people who 
have served her or the Monarchy in a personal way. The Order was 
founded in April 1896 by Queen Victoria as a way of rewarding 
personal service to her, on her own initiative rather than by minis
terial recommendation. The Order was, and is, entirely within the 
Sovereign 's personal gift," as the monarchy 's website explains. 

The Duchess has become an integral member of the royal family 
following her marriage to Prince Charles in a civil ceremony at the 
Guildhall in Windsor, England. Camilla has carried out hundreds 
of royal engagements and taken on a wide range of patronages. 

Her appointment as the third Colonel-in-Chief of The Queen 's 
Own Rifles, following the retirement from the post of HRH 
Princess Alexandra KG, GCVO, took effect on 1 January, 20 I 2. 

Previously named Royal Colonel of the British Army's 4th 
Battalion, The Rifles, her relationship with The Queen 's Own is 
the first one with a Canadian regiment. 

In December, Buckingham Palace announced that: "Members of 
the royal family will travel overseas representing the Queen 
throughout the Diamond Jubilee year, visiting every Realm as 
well as undertaking visits to Commonwealth countries, Crown 
Dependencies and British Overseas Territories." As part of this 
initiative, Charles and Camilla will travel to Canada and Australia, 
with the Canadian visit to include New Brunswick, Ontario and 
Saskatchewan. Toronto is expected to be a tour stop." 

The global nature of the anniversary festivities forms a significant 
contrast to that of Queen Victoria, in 1897. When Queen Victoria had 
reached 60 years on the throne, Commonwealth leaders were invited 
to travel to London to partake in celebrations in the heart of the 
British Empire. On that occasion, the Canadian government formed 
a composite military contingent to attend the celebrations and The 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada were represented by a group led by 
Lieutenant Colonel WD. Otter, with Major H.M. Pellatt as 2/IC. 
Major Pellatt, who would later become Major General Sir Henry 
Pellatt, was presented with a photograph of Queen Victoria which the 
monarch signed before making the presentation. 
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A Queen's Own Rifles gift brooch for the Colonel-in-Chief 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada's Honorary Colonel, 

Paul F. Hughes, CD, and Mrs. Bev Hughes travelled to London 

to meet with the regiment's new Colonel-in-Chief, Her Royal 

Highness Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall. Whilst there they 

presented her with a diamond-encrusted brooch fashioned in 

the shape of The Queen's Own Rifles cap badge, graciously 

donated by Capt Bernie Aaron and his wife, Joan. 

When Honorary Colonel Paul F. Hughes 
CD and Mrs. Beverley Hughes presented a 
brooch in the shape of The Queen's Own 
Rifle of Canada' cap badge to new 
Colonel-in-Chief, Her Royal Highness 
Camilla Duchess of Cornwall in 2011 , this 
wa the continuation of a tradition which 
had begun with Her Majesty Queen Mary. 
Born in 1867, Mary ofTeck (Victoria Mary 

Augusta Louise Olga Pauline Claudine 
Agnes) Queen Consort of the United 
Kingdom and the Briti h Dominion and 
Empress of India the wife of King George 
V, became the Regiment 's first Colonel-in
Chief in 1928, serving until her death in 
1953. On her appointment she had received 
a diamond-studded brooch in the shape of 
the regiment 's cap badge presented to her 

as a mark of re pect by The Queen 's Own 
Rifles and to honour her becoming the first 
Colonel-in-Chief of a Canadian regiment. 

Queen Mary received a second brooch in 
1941 , on the occa ion of her fir t meeting 
with regimental officers. Following 
embarkation in Halifax and sailing for 
England in July, the I st Battalion had bare-
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ly settled in to its new quarters at Mandora 
Barracks at Aldershot Camp in England 
when the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 
Colonel H.C. MacKendrick was invited to 
join The Queen for lunch at Badminton 
Park, in Gloucestershire. He took with him, 
as his aide, Major WT. Barnard who would 
later write the 100-year history of The 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. This invita
tion placed him in a unique position to 
report upon the presentation of another gift 
in the shape ofa maple leaf to be presented 
to The Queen. She told LCol MacKendrick 
and Maj Barnard, as he wrote in the histo
ry book "that she would have worn the reg
imental badge in diamonds that had been 
presented to her when she became Colonel
in-Chief in 1928, had it not been in special 
safe-keeping with other valuables against 
the threat of bombing or invasion." What he 
did NOT include in his book was the story 
told by Colonel of the Regiment John 
Strathy at a testimonial dinner held in his 
honour in 1978. 

Col Strathy told the dinner guests that dur
ing his visit to the 2nd Battalion in 
Germany, where the newly-named second 
Colonel-in-Chief, Princess Alexandra was 
in attendance, "It was my pleasant duty to 
present her with a beautiful studded dia
mond Queen 's Own Rifles brooch. Princess 
Alexandra 's brooch presentation, planned 
in great detail and executed without 
mishap, could not be compared with an 
earlier situation. In 1941 , Queen Mary was 
our Colonel-in-Chief. The 1st Battalion 
CO, LCol MacKendrick, received a mes
sage that she would be visiting the follow
ing day. What to do about a present to rec
ognize this great event? Ian Matheson then 
a captain, volunteered that he had bought a 
rather inexpensive rhinestone Queen 's Own 
brooch costing about $2, and if nobody had 
any better ideas he would willingly hand it 
over for an official presentation to Her 
Majesty the Queen." Which apparently was 
the plan agreed upon and the brooch duly 
presented and its receipt graciously 
acknowledged. As Col Strathy's account 
put it: "Our beloved Colonel-in-Chief then 
thanked the commanding officer and all 
ranks for the regiment's most generous and 
beautiful gift." With the blitz now ended 
but the "buzz bombs" and V-2 rockets still 
to come, the rhinestone brooch presumably 
joined the diamond-studded version and 
spent the remaining war years well-protect-
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eel, along with Her Majesty 's much more 
intrinsically valuable, but presumably no 
less highly-regarded jewellery. 

Returning to Barnard's history book 
account of the luncheon in 1941 , he wrote 
that, following the presentation of the 
brooch, "which Her Majesty graciously 
accepted; most unexpectedly Her Majesty 
then gave each of her visitors a khaki 
woollen scarf, knitted by herself." Whether 
they ever wore them, or simply wrapped 
them in tissue paper to save as souvenirs of 
their meeting with Queen Mary is a matter 
now only for conjecture. 

Seven years would pass before The Queen's 
Own Rifles would gain a new Colonel-in
Chief, this time in the person of 19-year
old Princess Alexandra of Kent, the grand
daughter of HM Queen Mary. As Col 
Strathy noted earlier, he had the privilege of 
presenting a new brooch to the incoming 
Colonel-on-Chief in 1960, which she wore 
prominently on her visits to the Regiment 
during the 50 years that she served in the 
role. It now remains with her as a lasting 
souvenir and memento of her time "in The 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada." In her 
final remarks to the Regiment in 20 IO she 
told them that "I have been honoured to be 
your Colonel-in-Chief for the past 50 
years." A shared honour. 

With the announcement that the new 
Colonel-in-Chief would assume her duties 
in January, 2011 , the search for a uitable 
regimental gift began. Mrs Hughes remem
bered that Captain Bernard Aaron, a mem
ber of the Regimental Executive, and his 
wife Joan, were now in possession of a 
valuable brooch which had previously 
belonged to Lady Mary Pellatt, wife of 
Major General Sir Henry Pellatt, CVO, 
who had commanded The Queen 's Own 
Rifles of Canada from 1901-1912. 

Commissioned by Sir Henry it was 
de cribed by the craftsman who created it 
as "A Handmade brooch/Regimental 
badge. Maple Leaf, overlaid with green 
enamel "In Pace Paratu " and "Queen 's 
Own Rifles of Canada." 58 Rubies, sur
round. No. "2", 1 square cut Emerald, 2 
Garnets plus 284 European-cut & Rose 
diamonds. Not stamped. 15K yellow gold, 
weight 28.68." It was presented to Lady 
Pellatt by her husband to mark the 

Coronation of King Edward VU in 1910. 

Following Lady Pellatt 's death in 1924 the 
brooch was left to their son, Colonel 
Reginald Pellatt, who commanded the reg
iment from 1925-1930. Worn by his wife, 
Marjorie, for many years, it was later pre
sented to the Royal Canadian Military 
Institute (RCMI) in Toronto for safekeep
ing and occasional display. 

With the announcement that a development 
company proposed to build a multi-million 
dollar high rise condominium on the RCMI 
site and that the institute 's property would 
have to be vacated and its contents dis
persed for a considerable length of time, 
Captain and Mrs. Aaron offered to pur
chase the brooch from the RCMI in order 
to ensure its safety in the hands of a mem
ber of The Queen's Own. Joan Aaron wore 
it only for special occasions, such as the 
regiment's 2005 Reunion in Calgary and in 
2010 during its 150th anniversary celebra
tions. They planned to to will it back to the 
regiment at some future time. 

Fully aware that it was a unique, one-of-a
kind brooch, Mrs. Hughes felt that it would 
be wonderfully appropriate gift to the 
Duchess of Cornwall to mark her new rela
tionship with Canada's oldest continuously 
serving infantry regiment. She approached 
Captain and Joan Aaron with the idea; they 
were in full agreement and promptly made 
arrangements to donate the brooch back to 
the regiment for future presentation, in per
petuity, to the Colonel-in-Chief. 

Honorary Colonel Paul F. Hughes, said that 
"This was a wonderful and truly generous 
gesture on the part of Captain and Joan 
Aaron. They had in their possession a 
remarkable piece of hand-crafted jewellery 
that they agreed was an appropriate gift for 
presentation to a member of the British 
royal family. The Queen 's Own Rifles of 
Canada owes them both a very large vote of 
thank ." 

In late 2011 , Colonel Hughes and Mrs. Bev 
Hughes travelled to London to meet with 
the regiment 's new Colonel-in-Chief, 
where they made the presentation, continu
ing a tradition which began more than 80 
years ago. 

Visit the GOR vvebpage at vvvvvv.qor.com 
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"It was an honour to have dinner with the Duchess of Cornwall" 
LCol John Fotheringham, CD, Former Commanding Officer, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 

I was very fortunate and greatly honoured 
last July to have been among the 
Commanding Officers of several regiments 
to be invited to dine with His Royal 
Highness Charles, The Prince of Wales and 
Her Royal Highness Camilla, The Duchess 
of Cornwall , at their fami ly home, 
Highgrove, in Tetbury, England. Both are 
Colonels-in-Chief of Canadian regiments. 

Prince Charles is the Colonel-in-Chief of 
The Royal Regiment of Canada, as well as 
The Royal Canadian Dragoons, 
Lord Strathcona's Horse, The 
Black Watch, The Toronto Scottish 
and all their Commanding 
Officers were in attendance. 
Camilla, of course, is the new 
Colonel-in-Chief of The Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada, having 
officially taken the place of HRH 
Princes Alexandra, on I January, 
2011. It is interesting to note that 
thus far, we are the sole Canadian 
regiment with Camilla as our 
Colonel-in-Chief. 

I arrived in the UK on 19 July for 
a whirlwind trip of less than 50 
hours on the ground. When the 
customs agent at Heathrow asked 
for the purpose of my visit, I gave 
him the honest answer and then 
had to explain that I wasn't being 
flippant. I travelled by train to the 
lovely town of Tetbury, in the 
Cotswold district of 
Gloucestershire, and stayed at The 
Snooty Fox, a centuries-old inn 
minutes from Highgrove. There, I 
joined the Commanding Officer of 
The Royal Regiment of Canada, 
LCol J.R.W. Jones and his wife for 
dinner. 

On Thursday evening, we moved 
to Highgrove where security was tight, with 
no cameras or cell phones a!Jowed on the 
estate, so I unfortunately have no photos to 
share. 

Prior to the arrival of our hosts, I met the 
UK Chief of the Army, several Army Air 
Corps COs, COs of2 and 3 Para, the CO of 
a Gurkha battalion and the CO of 4 Bn, The 
Rifles. The Duchess is the Colonel-in
Chiefof 4 Rifles, of the British Army's reg
ular force, and I've made contact with 7 
(Volunteer) Rifles, one of their Territorial 
Army battalions, to reopen our alliance 
with them. 

Camilla and Charles arrived and started 
greeting the groups in the reception area. 

As time approached for dinner, I'd not yet 
talked to the Duchess and thought that " it's 
a long way to come for dinner and not have 
a minute with the Colonel-in-Chief". I 
knew that once we were seated and dinner 
concluded, she and Prince Charles would 
depart and there likely would be no oppor
tunity to have a conversation. 

I was likely only going to get one chance to 
do this, so I had a chat with the assistant 
Equerry who was moving with her, and 

explained that the Duchess was my regi
ment's Colonel-in-Chief, and would it be 
possible to steer her toward the group that I 
was with? His response was "Don't worry 
Colonel, we've got you sitting next to the 
Duchess for dinner, so you' ll have plenty of 
time." 

Camilla had the Admiral in charge of Royal 
Navy medical services to her left, with me 
on her right. I had a female Group Captain 
(full Colonel) on my right, who commands 
RAF Halton, one of their airbases. We also 
had the CO of 4 Rifles with us. 

As the Duchess was eated, she immediate
ly turned to me and we spoke exclusively 
while the appetizer was served and spent a 

full 30 minutes in conversation during the 
course of the meal. 

Topics were interesting and varied and 
included a mention of her father's book on 
his WW2 experiences, which I was about 
half way through reading; our riflemen 
overseas, and those recently returned. I told 
her about our Post Deployment Support 
Group and learned Charles and Camilla 
were hosting 200 British wounded warriors 
at Highgrove the following day. 

We also discussed terrorism and 
the war against it, our recent 
Passing The Torch tour to 
Normandy and Belgium and their 
Highgrove Store in Tetbury, at 
which point I assured her that I 
had laid out a bit of cash there in 
the morning, and she was happy to 
hear that, as all profits go to their 
charities. 

I also got to speak with the RAF 
Group Captain and was interested 
to hear that she thought that her 
glass ceiling would not be as a 
woman (she's already a fu ll 
Colonel commanding an air base), 
but that she's not a pilot but an air 
traffic controller by trade. 

After des ert, Charles gave a 
charming speech and specifically 
thanked the Canadians for coming 
o far to attend the event. The rep

resentative from The Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles was seated 
beside Charles, so the Canadian 
rifle regiments did fine on this 
one. 

Just before they left, I asked if we 
would see her in Canada in the 
near future. She said that 2012 

would be a busy year, with the Queen's 
Jubilee and the London Olympics, but that 
a short visit with Prince Charles was likely. 
Her Equerry confirmed this, but asked that 
we keep this quiet until details were con
firmed. This was done in rnid February and, 
as this issue of Rifleman demonstrates, was 
a great success, although short-lived in 
duration. We were delighted that the 
Duchess graciously had her Toronto visit 
schedule amended to include a side trip to 
visit the members and the headquarters of 
her new regiment. 

Finally, I would like to say that it was an 
honour to attend and represent the 
Regiment, and I thank those who upported 
my attendance. 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE -, BSO 
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"Thanks for the Honoraries" 

Honorary Colonel Paul R Hughes 
CD and Honorary Lieutenant Colonel 
Richard L. (Dick) Cowling CD were 
appointed to these important regimen
tal posts with The Queen's Own Rifles 
of Canada in 2005. Their appoint
ments have now come to an end. The 
name of the new Honorary Colonel 
will be announced later this year. 
Colonel Cowling was succeeded as 
Honorary Lieutenant Colonel by 
Brendan Caldwell in 2011. 

On the following pages we provide a 
series of photographs of Colonels 
Hugh es and Cowling taken at differ
ent times during the past several years 
and offer them our thanks for their 
efforts on behalf of The Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada and the Regimental 
Family. We are also sure that we have 
not heard the last of them as they con
tinue to work for the regiment in the 
future in a variety of ways. 

Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Dick Cowling CD. 

In Pace Paratus 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE 'I SSC 
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"I heard its bugles and knew this was the regiment I wanted to join" 
Colonel Paul F. Hughes, CD, Honorary Colonel, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 

In the 18th century, the British Army cus
tomarily found new recruits by parading 
through towns and villages led by a mili
tary band. Young men flocked to the sound 
of the music and were corralled by the 
recruiting sergeant who offered them pay
ment of"The King's Shilling" - a day's pay 
- and a life of excitement if they signed on 
with the regiment. It worked then and it 
worked for me, more than 150 years later. 
When I saw the band of The Queen 's Own 
Rifles of Canada on the street and heard its 
silver bugles, I knew this was the regiment 
I wanted to join. 

That was 50 years ago. As I prepare to 
stand down as Honorary Colonel of the 
regiment, with regret that I will no longer 
proudly wear the rifle green uniform, I also 
look back with warmth at the many experi
ences I have had and the people with whom 
I have served from the days when I joined 
Canada's oldest continuously-serving regi
ment as a rifleman. What a run it has been! 
And how proud I have felt at what has been 
accomplished during the period in which I 
have served in the historic roles of 
Honorary Lieutenant Colonel and 
Honorary Colonel. There were too many to 
mention here, but some stand out with 
great clarity. 

Unquestionably, the regiment's participa
tion in the Canadian mission to 
Afghanistan has proven that our motto "In 
Pace Paratus - In Peace Prepared" is as 
meaningful today as it was when it was cre
ated in 1860 upon the founding of this 
famous regiment. Between 2002 and 20 I 0 
The Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada sent 
more than 70 of its members to serve in 
Afghanistan, roughly 25 per cent of its total 
complement, and we are all immensely 
proud of this contribution. They proved that 
they were as well-trained and capable as the 
members of the regular force with whom 
they served. Also, for their actions in the 
field, Cpl Stephen Thomas was awarded 
the Medal of Bravery, MCpls Adam de 
Bartok and Rick Kurelo received Sacrifice 
Medals, and a number of Commander's 
Commendations and other awards were 
also garnered. Thankfully, despite often 
having patro lled in dangerous areas "out
side the wire" all returned safely. 

The 150th Anniversary in 20 IO and the vis
its of my wife, Beverly and I to Victoria, 
Calgary and Toronto to assist in the cele
brations of members of the regimental fam
ily there has to stand out as a highlight. 
HRH Princess Alexandra 's final visit to her 
regiment as Colonel-in-Chief after a 50 
year relationship, sadly, was restricted to 

Toronto due to the Icelandic volcanic erup
tions, but her spirit was with those who cel
ebrated in western Canada. It was an hon
our and a privilege for us to create The 
Princess Alexandra Bursary in her name 
and for her to be there to present the award 
to its first recipient. 

The relationship between those of us in the 
"old guard" and the young riflemen is 
never more vibrant than when we are priv
ileged to spend time with them in the field. 
Colonel Cowling and I both did every
thing we could to attend annual 
" Concentrations" and other military exer
cises at CFB Wainwright, Petawawa or 
elsewhere. These occasions gave us the 
opportunity to mingle and chat with them 
and we were always struck by the fitness 
and dedication of all ranks as they honed 
their skills and efficiencies in a variety of 
capabilities in the pursuit of readiness to 
serve their country if called upon to do so. 
Taking the salute as the regiment marched 
past following the annual Remembrance 
Day church parade was always a thrill for 
me, particularly as I have seen it grow sub
stantially in numbers during the past sever
al years. Seeing the maroon berets of those 
who had qualified as airborne soldiers 
added to the feeling of pride that I felt. 

One initiative that I have seen come to 
fruition and gives me great satisfaction is 
the completion of our efforts to refurbish 
each of the gravesite markers for those 
members of the regiment who lost their 
lives during the clash with Fenian rebels in 
the Battle of Ridgeway in 1866. Generated 
through the efforts and interest of LCol 
John Fotheringham' s wife, Kim, the last 
two of these were dedicated in Niagara 
Falls and Woodstock last November. Also, 
much has been done, and will continue to 
be done, with regard to our identification in 
Europe where the regiment fought its bat
tles in two wars. These represent an integral 
element of the regiment 's heritage. 

Most recently, on behalf of the regiment, we 
had the opportunity to welcome our new 
Colonel-in-Chief. HRH Camilla, Duchess 
of Cornwall succeeded Princess Alexandra 
in January and LCol John Fotheringham, 
RSM and Mrs Shaun Kelly, Hon LCol and 
Mrs Dick Cowling and Mrs. Hughes and I 
travelled to London to say our final 
farewells to the Princess and to welcome the 
Duchess to our regimental family. 
As I write this, we are looking forward with 

great anticipation to her visit to Moss Park 
Armoury in May. It will be a short visit 
only, since she and Prince Charles will be 
in Toronto joining in celebrations of Queen 
Elizabeth Ir s Jubilee . However, the 
Duchess will be present for the unveiling of 
a new portrait of her that we have commis
sioned as well as plaques commemorating 
the deaths of members of The Queen ' s 
Own at Ridgeway and in the Boer and 
Korean Wars which will be affixed to our 
Wall of Remembrance. 

On a very personal note, several years ago 
I was presented with a commemorative 
Queen 's Own Rifles coin carrying the 
inscription " 171632" on one face and "Rfn 
Percy Hughes" on the other. Perhaps he 
was a distant family member, although I 
have been unable to confirm that. On 16 
August, 1916, Rifleman Hughes had died 
in a British hospital of wounds, likely suf
fered at Ypres or of the Somme, and had 
been buried in Nunhead Cemetery in 
London. On a visit to Britain, I visited the 
cemetery, found his grave and remember it 
as being a very moving experience to stand 
there, alone, quietly regarding his now 
weather-worn grave marker. I thought of 
this brave Rifleman who had answered his 
country's call to the colours ofThe Queen 's 
Own Rifles so long ago and within months 
was among the many who died so far from 
home and family. His regiment remembers 
him, as all members of the regimental fam
ily remember those who gave their lives for 
their country since 1866. 

Including D-Day and World War Two vet
erans during my years as Honorary 
Colonel many dear friends and faithful 
members of The Queen· s Own Rifles of 
Canada have passed away. There are too 
many to mention individually, but I would 
like to pay particular tribute to LCol John 
G.B. Strathy, CD, former commanding 
officer, and son of the former Colonel of 
the Regiment, the late John G.K. Strathy, 
OBE, ED. As Chairman of the Regimental 
Trust Fund, LCol Strathy kept a firm hand 
on the tiller and was greatly instrumental in 
keeping the financial affairs of the regi
ment in good order. All of those who knew 
him were shocked and deeply saddened at 
hi s sudden passing in July, 2011 . 

We will remember him, as we will remem
ber all those of this fine regiment who are 
no longer among us . 

In Pace Paratus. 

STANDING ON GUARCJ SINCE 1 BSD 
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Colonel Paul F Hughes, CD, Honorary Colonel, 2005-2012 

(1) BGen Don Pryer CD, Col Richard L. (Dick) Cowling CD and Col (4) At the summer troop concentration with BGen Don Pryer; 
Paul F. Hughes CD at the ''Change of Honoraries" parade in 2005 ; (5) Taking a time out in the mess tent; 

(2) New Honorary Colonel Paul Hughes signs the official documents ; (6) Taking the alute at a regimental marchpast. 
(3) In the field ; 
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(7) In the Officers' Mess with LCol John Fotheringham CD and 
MGen Herb Pitts MC, CD; 

(8) With LCol Peter St. Denis, MSC, CD; 
(9) With MWO Cecil Parris CD; 
(10) Presenting the RSM's sword to CWO Shaun Kelly CD; 
(11) With band member Cpl Dominique Arseneau-Bruneau; 
(12) With D-Day veteran and Bugler WO Ted O'Halloran; 
(13) Presentation of RSM's sword to CWO Mark Shannon CD; 

- 8 -

(14) With Colonel-in-Chief HRH Princess Alexandra KG 
GCVO, following 150th anniversary church parade; 

(15) With HRH Princess Alexandra; 
(16) Mrs Bev Hughes receives a bouquet during 150th anniversary 

celebrations in Calgary; 
(17) With LCol Steve Brand in Normandy; 
(18) Turning a page in the QOR Book of Remembrance in 

Canterbury Cathedral; 
( 19) At the gravesite of a Queen's Own soldier killed by Fenians 

in 1866. 
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"It is time for me to pass the torch" 

What a great honour it has been to 
be your Honorary Lieutenant 
Colonel for these past six years! 

Some of you may recall my initial 
words to you when I first assumed 
thi very satisfying task. At that time 
I said that it is my opinion that there 
can be no more noble undertaking 
than the defence of one's country 
and the safeguarding of our fellow 
citizens. It is a difficult undertaking 
that requires our regular force sol
diers to have a high degree of com
mitment and dedication to duty. But 
I suggest that we in the reserves 
require an even higher dedication; 
knowing as we do that we must put 
the defence of the realm ahead of 
our civilian occupations, and, 
indeed, our very livelihoods. 

Former Queen's Own Colonel and now Alberta Lt 
Gov Don Ethell chats with Col Dick Cowling at 150th 
anniversary dinner in Calgary. 

This has been amply demonstrated time 
and time again in so many ways: 

• The performance of our troops in 
Afghanistan where medals of bravery, 
commendations of all sorts and medals 
of sacrifice have been won, and great 
courage and dedication to duty 
recognised. 

• Our instructors at the various brigade 
schools and the outstanding perform
ance of the attendees from the regiment 

• Our paratroopers and para instructors 
who have proven themselves to be the 

equals of any full time cadre 

• Our mountaineers who have attained 
national recognition 

• The Nijmegen march team that repre
sented us so well in 20 I 0 

• The 2010 celebrations which were so 
successfully conducted by all parts of 
the regimental fami ly including the 
association, the museum, the band and 
bugles, and the cadets as well as the 
serving battalion 

I also said at that time that I was looking for
ward to meeting all of you in garrison, in the 

field, and, where appropriate, on opera
tions. 

Well , I didn't make it to Afghanistan, 
and the commander of the army did not 
support my many requests to parachute 
with you. He may have thought I might 
have trouble rigging my wheelchair to 
the PELS system. However, I did man
age to see you perform in Meaford, 
Camp Borden and Wainwright and was 
delighted to accompany you on a few 
rucksack marches, the PNE death slide, 
the rappel tower and other fun events. 
The battlefield tour of Europe with some 
of our D-Day veterans in attendance was 
another unforgettable experience. 

But aU good things must come to an end 
and it is time for me to pass the torch to 
your new Honorary Lieutenant Colonel, 

Brendan Caldwell. He has already taken 
the reins and has done great work in giving 
aid and support to our troops returning 
from Afghanistan. I urge you to give him 
the full support he deserves in this con
structive initiative. 

Once again I thank you for your never-fail
ing support and comradeship. Look after 
yourselves and, more importantly, look 
after each other and those whom it is your 
duty to protect. 

God bless you. IN PACE PARATUS 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Trust Fund 
TO: All Riflemen, Family and Friends of the Regiment: 

Please consider making a donation to The Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada Trust Fund. We have made it convenient and easy 
for you by establishing a "Donate Now Button" on the website at qor.com which can be used to forward funds to us for use 
in defraying the many expenses we undertake annually on the Regiment's behalf. You will find this button once you enter the 
website, located in a small box on the right hand side of the page. Look for it, and please use it if at all possible. 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT. The Trust Fund relies on donations to cover: Communications (Powder Horn 
and Rifleman Journal); museum rent at Casa Loma; insurance costs related to: collections at Museum and Regimental 
Messes; and liability Insurance not provided by DND; St. Paul's Church and the maintenance/up-keep of the Book of 
Remembrance, Cross of Sacrifice and other memorials; support for recent QOR of C veterans ( designated to be used for the 
training, outplacement and psychological needs not provided by DND) uniforms and accoutrements not provided by DND; 
and MORE. 

We all need to pitch in. We urge you to respond. For those who prefer to donate via mail, send your cheque or money order 
to: The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Trust Fund, Suite 250, Unit 12A, 4981 Hwy 7, Markham, ON, L3R lNl. Remember: 
Tax receipts are provided for all donations of $10 or more. 

Adam Hermant, President In Pace Paratus 
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Colonel Dick Cowling CD, Honorary Lieutenant Colonel, 2006-2012 

Colonel Dick Cowling CD was Honorary Lieutenant Colonel ofThe Queen's Own Rifles of Canada from 2005-2012. He retired from 
the Canadian Forces in 1988 and now lives in British Columbia with his wife, Veronica. He is een here in photographs taken at a 
number of different venues during his term as Honorary Lieutenant Colonel. 

( I) With Veronica Cowling at 150th Anniversary celebrations in Calgary; 
(2) With Veronica and Soldier Poet Billy Willbond during 150th 
Anniversary celebration in Victoria; 
(3) At the Cross of Sacrifice on Remembrance Day; 

(4) During the ijmegen March in 2008; 
(5) At the Scarborough Rifles Cadet Corps inspection; 
(6) At the rifle range in Moss Park Armoury; 
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(8) With Princess Alexandra in London; 
(9)Taking the salute during the regimental march past with LCol John 
Fotheringham CD; 
(10) In the Officers' Mess with LCol John Fotheringham CD and Capt 
Tom Foulds CD; 
(1 I) Congratulated on his appointment as Hon LCol by Hon Col Paul 
Hughes CD; 

(12)ln the field with the troops; 
(13) At the pre-Afghanistan deployment training site at CFB 
Wainwright, dressed as a "diplomat" for a meeting with the 
"Governor of Kandahar." 
(14) Wedding Day for Col Richard L. Cowling CD and 
Veronica Higgins; 
(15) Regimental officers form a Sword Arch for the newlyweds. 

Visit the GOR webpage at www.qor.com 
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Change of Honorary Lieutenant Colonel, CO and RSM 

(1) New Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Brendan Caldwell receives his 
sword from Honorary Colonel Paul F. Hughes CD. 

(2) Following presentation of the new Commanding Officer's Sword 
by Col James B. Claggett, CD to LCol Peter St. Denis, MSC, CD, 
sword and scabbard are secured by Capt Adam West. 

(3) Outgoing Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Dick Cowling CD and 
Commanding Officer John Fotheringham CD alute as their regiment 
marches past. 

(4) Following his induction, new Hon LCol Brendan Caldwell and 
daughter Riley Anne chatted with MWO Ceci l Parris, CD in the 
Sergeant's Me s. 

(5) Jncoming Regin1ental Sergeant Major, CWO Mark Shannon, CD 
is drummed onto the parade square by band member Sgt John 
Missons. 

(6) Honorary Colonel Paul F. Hughes, CD presents the RSM's word 
to CWO Mark Shannon, CD. 

Visit the GOA webpage at www.qor.com 
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Reflections on the Honorary Lieutenant Colonel's first year 
Lt.-Col. Brendan CaldweU, Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel 

Hon LCol Brendan Caldwell receive his sword from Hon Col Paul Hughes, CD. Retiring 
Hon LCol Dick Cowling, CD stands by. 

When my friend of 15 years, the late Col. 
John Strathy, Chairman of The Queen 's 
Own Rifles of Canada's Regimental Trust, 
invited me to lunch five years ago, our 
nation was engaged in a war to bring relief 
from oppression to a country half a world 
away and with the hopes of making our 
own nation more secure. Fighting in that 
war over a period covering several years, 
were 70 members of The Queen's Own. 
Over coffee, Col. Strathy invited me to join 
the Regimental Trust, the QOR's fund rais
ing arm that pays for the extras, from cere
monial uniforms to care packages to our 
riflemen in Afghanistan, that the Canadian 
Army does not. I agreed because, as a busi
nessman approaching (and now squarely 
in) middle-age who was safe at home in 
Canada, I believed that it was incumbent 
upon me to do something to help those sol
diers that our country asked to put their 
lives at risk overseas. 

Three years later, Col. Strathy had me to 
lunch again and asked whether I wou ld 
consider taking the place of Col. Richard 
Cowling, the QOR's Honorary Lieutenant
Colonel. Only later did I learn that I was 
being asked to replace the former 
Commander of The Canadian Airborne 
Regiment, a man widely regarded as 
"Chuck orris"! I agreed, with the proviso 
that my work be focused on our serving 
soldiers and Afghan veterans. 

Col. Strathy introduced me to the 
Regiment 's Commanding Officer, LCol. 

John Fotheringham, and we met on several 
occasions leading up to my formal appoint
ment. I also met with two Afghanistan vet
erans -- MCpl. Adam Winnicki, who subse
quently joined the Canadian Army's 
Skyhawks parachute team, and MCpl. 
Stephen Thomas, MB, who had been 
awarded the Medal of Bravery for his "out
side the wire" actions during his service in 
Afghanistan. They outlined what was being 
done for returning veterans and what they 
felt still needed to be done. 

Specifically, we, as a Regiment, needed to 
help our veterans reconnect with the unit 
and, more broadly, with civilian society. To 
that end, the Post Deployment Support 
Group (PDSG) was created and led by our 
then DCO, now CO, LCol. Peter St. Denis. 
The PDSG ensured that returning veterans 
were met at the airport by senior members 
of the Regiment. It assigned a "Battle 
Buddy" to each returning rifleman to 
ensure that someone was tasked with their 
well-being. The PDSG organized welcome 
home events for veterans and their families 
and organized vocational infonnation and 
training sessions. Significant among these 
was a surveyor's course available through 
Toronto 's George Brown College, initiated 
by Major Erik Simundson. 

We also engaged the Phelps Group, an out
placement agency in Toronto, to help our 
veterans with interview techniques, their 
resumes, job suitability analysis and trans
lating all of the remarkable skills that they 

each have out of the realm of military 
acronyms and into concepts that civilian 
employers can understand. 

Meanwhile, I met with the Regimental 
Trust to outline the PDSG's work and ask 
that we might solicit tax-deductable dona
tions towards our efforts; a request to which 
Capt. Adam Hennant, the Trust's President, 
and the Board agreed. As was typically the 
case, Col. Strathy stepped up financially in 
support of our efforts. It is a great sadness 
to me that this Trust meeting, in December 
20 I 0, was the final time that I saw my 
friend John Strathy before he passed away. 

Aside from the fact that it is the right thing 
to do, l believe the argument for helping 
our Afghan veterans is irrefutable. They 
need to know that the Regiment and the 
country care about the service and sacrifice 
they made. It costs Canada an estimated 
$500,000 to $1 ,000,000 to train and deploy 
each of our soldiers in Afghanistan and yet 
it costs only about $2,000 to help them 
regain their footing once they are back 
home. 

In the 70 Afghan veterans in the QOR, we 
have for the first time in 60 years a contin
gent of riflemen experienced in war. While 
the world of the future may be a more calm 
and peaceful place than it has been for the 
past decade, and I pray that this continues 
to be the case, it is important for our coun
try's sake that the war veterans that we now 
have not be lost to our Regiment for lack of 
tangible appreciation on all our parts. I 
have received numerous written testimoni
als to how helpful the PDSG is to our vet
erans. The CO, the DCO, Major Sandi 
Banerjee, and I have been at work raising 
the profile (and funds) for this effort. 
Donations to the Regimental Trust on 
behalf of the PDSG are still accepted, wel
come and very helpful. 

Even before taking up my role last year, I 
was welcomed at the annual Sergeants' 
Mess annual dinner. This was a fascinating 
evening held in the basement of Campbell 
House, the historic 19th century home and 
museum at University and Queen. The fare 
was authentic from the period when the 
Regiment was founded - and few of our 
traditions have changed from that time until 
now either. Sgt. Jason Green took me under 
his wing and explained the process of the 
evening, for which I was grateful. 

The change of Honoraries and other posts 
usually happens on or near the date of the 
Regimental birthday, 26 April. My first 
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official duty after this date was to put on 
the Regimental bow tie and cwnmerbund 
given me by Capt. Peter Simundson and to 
act as Master of Ceremonies for the annual 
band concert at St. Paul's 
Church, conducted by Capt. 
Rita Arendz. Until then, I had 
not realized how tremendous 
the musical talent of our band 
is and I was impressed by 
their range and diversity of 
their repertoire. 
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Meanwhile men were being mowed down 
by an enemy which held the high ground. 

The Menin Gate. It was in Ypres, 
Belgium, beneath the 
Menin Gate which carries 
the names of 54,896 
Commonwealth World 
War One soldiers with no 
known graves, that Col. 
Cowling, in a very power
ful and symbolic passing 
of the torch, publicly fas
tened his Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada 
Honorary Lieutenant 
Colonel's insignia on my 
CADPAT unifotm. 

In June, Kim Mathieson and 
LCol. Fotheringham organ
ized a trip to the battlefields 
of Normandy and Belgiwn 
where members of our 
Regiment fought and many 
died. It was likely the last trip 
the Regiment would make 
with veterans who had landed Inspecting 2881 Queen's Own 
on D-Day, 67 years prior. A Rifles Cadet Corps 

In August, I joined our 
Honorary Colonel, Paul 
Hughes in Wainwright, 
Alberta to watch long time student of the World Wars, my 

father, Tom Caldwell, came with me. There 
were three impressions that held me the 
most strongly. The People. The Land. The 
Menin Gate. 

The People. To tour battlefields with the 
men who actually fought there is truly 
remarkable . My late friend, the Hon. 
Barney Danson, wrote about his friend, 
QOR Sergeant Freddy Harris, who died on 
D-Day. To meet and speak with a man who 
fought beside Sgt. Harris just steps from 
where he died, and to have I st Canadian 
Parachute Battalion D-Day veteran Jan de 
Vries show us the trench where he slept the 
first few nights after his drop and to do all 
this with men like RSM Mark Shannon and 
MCpl. Jason McGibbon, who themselves 
were_ newly returned from Afghanistan, 
was mdeed hwnbling. 

The Land. To walk the distance of open 
beach that The Queen's Own had to run 
under heavy fire, with rifles, arnmunition, 
grenades and full packs on D-Day created 
indelible mind images. What must it have 
been like? And to then travel the route they 
took as they fought their way over 11 kilo
metres from Bemieres-sur-Mer inland to 
their objective, the village of Anisy, drove 
home the physical tenacity and mental for
titude of their extraordinary accomplish
ment. 

Historians tell us that the Dieppe landing 
failed largely because the beach is pebbled 
and not sandy. Being there and trying to 
walk up from the shore is more like tread
ing on oiled ball bearings stacked at a 45 
degree angle. One can barely walk, let 
alone run, and to stand there under the 
cliffs and try to imagine the futility of mov
ing men and armoured vehicles on its 
uneven surface is incredible beyond belief. 

Operation Maple Defender. In one of the 
l~rgest reservist exercises in memory, our 
nflemen were led by Capt. Scott Moody in 
a realistic simulation of combat and count
er insurgency tactics. 

At the change of Commanding Officers 
and Honorary Lieutenant Colonel parade at 
Moss Park Annoury in September, two 
notable points for me were marching and 
speech-making, riflemen style. My previ
ous connection with the Regiment was 
through my school's affiliated cadet corps, 
the 17th Upper Canada College Rifles, 
nearly twenty-five years ago. I was sur
prised, with some helpful coaching from 
Capt. Marc Kaipio, how much rifle drill 
came back to me. We do it crisper and bet
ter than the other guys. The other useful 
advice can1e from our outgoing CO, LCol. 
Fotheringham, who said, "Brendan, keep 
your speech short." "Yes, Sir." "No, you are 
not hearing me - Very. Short." I heard him. 
My speech was 50 words. 

The change of Honorary parade was the 
last time that I saw my friend Barney 
Danson alive. Between his passing, that of 
Col. Strathy in July and Bob de Bartok, 
father of Sgt. Adam de Bartok, in March, 
my first year as Honorary came with the 
sad necessity of saying good-bye to mem
bers of our regimental family, including 
men who had been helpful and encourag
ing to me personally. 

Held the day after the parade, Family Day 
was spectacular. My wife, Sandra, and I 
have four children and it gave them a great 
opportunity to connect with and experience 
the Regiment; however, if watching my 75 
year old predecessor, Col. Cowling, rappel 
straight down the side of Moss Park 
Armoury was not enough, nearly being 
beaten to the top of the mountain rope 

cl!mbing station by my 9 year old daughter, 
Riley, was too much. As to the weapons 
simulation in the armoury basement, my 13 
year old son, Ben would still be using it if 
given the option. ' 

Much else happened in the past 12 months: 
The Riflemen's Dinner, the Officers' Mess 
Dinner, Brigade meetings and Honorary 
conferences, but it is the people that I have 
begun to know who have impressed me 
most and I will close with reflections on 
two groups: our Padres and our Cadets. 
Our Padres, Capt. Daniel Saugh and Capt. 
John Niles are remarkable. Capt. Saugh's 
work takes him all over the world, includ
ing a mission to Honduras this year. After 
finishing basic training with a broken foot 
Capt. Niles marched the whole route fro~ 
Juno Beach to Aoisy on the same injury, yet 
one of my enduring memories of the 
adventure is he and I double timing the last 
several hundred yards. The Niles family 
has fostered more than a thousand children 
and hi young son, who i in tough in a 
fight of his own, has been a wonderful par
ticipant in Regimental events. 

In early April this year, RSM Shannon and 
I drove out to Dalton Armoury in 
Scarborough so that I could present 
Queen 's Own Rifles cap badges and rank 
insignia to the cadets of 2881 Scarborough 
Rifles, commanded by Capt. Shaun Bridge. 
They are an enthusiastic group of young 
people whose families hail from every cor
ner of the globe. I also met a nwnber of 
their parents who meet regularly to organ
ize events and raise funds . I pent the better 
part of an hour with the cadets in a Q&A 
session about my own experiences and how 
I learned from my cadet instructors, like 
Jim Lutz who now serves on the 
Regimental Trust. The only part of the 
review which initially surprised me, but 
shouldn't have, were the female cadets to 
whom I spoke who each independently 
answered the question, "What do you like 
most about cadets?" with "The shooting!" 
As The Queen 's Own motto say , "In Pace 
Paratus - In Peace Prepared." 

My main message to the cadets was that 
only through church and the military was I 
ever taught that true leadership requires 
putting others before oneself. The world 
will not teach them that, but if they learn it, 
they will set themselves apart from the 
world. 

Many thanks to all who have welcomed me 
to the Regiment this year, including Capt. 
Tom Foulds, President of the Officers' 
Mess Committee and CWO/RSM Scott 
Patterson, who kitted me out. I look for
ward to serving with you in the years 
to come. 

Visit the D.OR webpage at www.qar.com 
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Last two of nine Fenian Raid markers now are in place 

On 12 November, 2011, The Queen 's Own 
Rifles of Canada dedicated two new mark
ers and laid wreaths at the graves of two of 
the Regiment's first battle casualties, young 
men who lost their (jves fighting Fenian 
raiders at Ridgeway, Ontario, on 2 June, 
1866. The Fenian forces, members of a 
movement initiated by Irish-Americans to 
secure Irish independence from Britain, 
were augmented by battle-hardened 
Americans who had fought in the U.S. Civil 
War, which had ended only a little over one 
year earlier. 

A group of 30 from the Regiment attended 
both ceremoines, led by the former 
Commanding Officer of The Queen 's Own 
Rifles of Canada, LCol John Fotheringham 
CD and current CWO/RSM Mark Shannon 
CD. They included serving members of the 
Regiment in uniform, as well as 
Skirmishers in period uniforms, members 
of the Toronto Branch ofThe Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada Association, the 
Regimental Padre, Capt John Niles and 
bugler Cpl Raj Rajkumar who sounded 
Last Post and Reveille. 

The first ceremony - for Rifleman John 
Harriman Mewburn - took place in 
Niagara Falls in the gravesite at the Parish 
of St. John the Evangelist. Rifleman 
Mewburn was one of nine members of The 
Queen 's Own Rifles who were ki lled and 
27 wounded in the short, sharp battle which 
ensued when a brigade of U.S .-based 
Fenian invaders met British regulars and 
Canadian militia volunteers in Ridgeway, 
near Niagara Fa lls. The 21-year-old 
University College student from Stamford, 
Ontario, suffered a head injury, was cap
tured by the Fenian raiders and died in their 
custody. 

Also participating in the ceremony at 
Niagara Falls was the Rector of the Parish 
of St. John, The Venerable Lynne Marchat. 
Peter Vronsky, author of the new book 
"Ridgeway - The American Fenian 
Invasion and the 1866 Battle that Made 
Canada", attended both ceremonies. 

The second ceremony took place later that 
day in Woodstock, Ontario, at the gravesite 
in the Presbyterian Cemetery of Rifleman 
Malcolm McKenzie. Rifleman McKenzie, 
a farmer's son from Zorra, near Woodstock, 
a student at University College in Toronto, 
was the first in his company to fa ll , killed 

instantly with a shot to the 
heart. A flag party and a piper 
also participated in the cere
mony, representing the local 
branch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion. 

Colonel Paul Hughes, CD, 
Honorary Colonel of The 
Queen's Own Rifles, donated 
funds to mark the rapidly dete
riorating graves of all nine of 
the Regiment's first casualties 
as part of its 150th anniver
sary commemorative activi
ties. The Regiment, formed in 
1860, celebrated its 
Sesquicentennial in 2010. 
This marker, and one in 
Woodstock wruch was dedi
cated later in the day, are 
the last two markers to 
be replaced. The others are 
in Toronto 's Necropolis and 
St. James cemeteries. 

"The historic events in 
Niagara Falls and Woodstock 
link the past to the present, 
recognizing the first casual
ties of a Toronto-based 
Regiment that has been hon
ouring its motto of In Pace 
Paratus (In Peace Prepared) in 

CWO/RSM Mark Shannon and LCol John Fotheringham 
salute after placing a wreath at Rfn Mewburn's marker in 
Niagara Falls. 

Canada for more than 150 years," LCol 
Fotheringham said. 

With trus dedication, all nine soldiers now 
lie beneath similar markers. "Trus was a 
project wruch was initiated over ten years 
ago," LCol Fotheringham said, "and I have 
to say that much of the credit for it goes to 
three people - my wife Kim, whose idea it 
was, The Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada 
Museum Curator Peter Simundson, who 
aided Kim in the research, and Col Paul 
Hughes, our Honorary Colonel, who fund
ed it." 

He said that "Kim's passions are genea logy 
and rustory and while researcrung her own 
fami ly hjstory she discovered that the 
gravestones of those killed at Ridgeway 
had weathered greatly over the previous 
140 years or more and asked whether they 
could be refurbished, which is where the 
idea of replacing them took root. Col 
Hughes agreed to underwrite the consider
able cost of doing all nine and now, finally, 
the project is completed." 

Visit the BOR webpage at www.qor.com 
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Three hundred marched in the annual Remembrance Day Church Parade 

On a mild and sunny day, 
The Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada, 2881 Queen's Own 
Rifles Cadet Corps and 
members of the Regimental 
Association - a combined 
total of 300 - marched to 
St. Paul's Anglican Church 
on Bloor St. E. in Toronto 
in the Remembrance Day 
Church Parade. Following 
the laying of wreaths and 
the sounding of Last Post 
and Reveille, all filed into 

the church for the service. They then marched past the Honorary Colonel 
Paul F. Hughes CD, and Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Brendan Caldwell 
before returning to Moss Park Armoury and the traditional 
Remembrance Day receptions. 

(l) Queen's Own Buglers Sgt Emily Kenny and Cpl Suraj Rajkumar sound Last Post; 

(2) Queen's Own Rifles Pioneers (I. to r.) Cpl Adam Gee, MCpl Chris Abate and MCpl Steve Thomas, MB. 

(3) Honorary Colonel Paul F. Hughes CD (right) and Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Brendan Caldwell take the salute as the Regiment 
marches pa t following the Remembrance Day Church service, led by the Commanding officer, LCol Peter St. Denis, MSC, CD. 

(4) Queen's Own Rifles Skirmishers led by Sgt Bryan Bums (left), enter Moss Park Armoury following the church parade. 
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Family Day at Moss Park Armoury was great fun for all 

# l. CWO Mark Shannon and LCol Peter St. Denis present a photo 
album to outgoing Hon LCol Dick Cowling; 

#2. Soldiers demonstrate rappelling from MPA roof; 

#3. Commanding Officer LCol Peter and wife Tiffany St. Denis; 

#4. Two-year-old Georgia Pampe went airborne while daddy, 
MCpl David Pampe gave enrouagement. 

#5. Georgina was happy in daddy's arms. 
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(1) Ben Caldwell and Arieauna Blackbum found themselves up in the air at Family Day. Ben was in the para-training harness and Arieauna 
made it all the way almost to the armoury ceiling on the rappel rope. 

(2) Armed and ready with rifle and rocket-propelled grenade launcher, two youngsters wait for their target to appear. 

(3) Sharoub Banerjee, 9 gets weapons training from Cpl Kevin Gee. 

Visit the GOR webpage at www.qor.com 
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Presentations were made at the annual Christmas Dinner 

The parade square at Moss Park Armoury was the 
scene, once again, for the Annual Christmas Dinner 
in December where, by long-standing tradition, 
officers and senior NCOs serve the meals to the 
guests. Following dinner presentations were made, 
some of which are seen in these photographs. 

l . CO LCol Peter St. Denis exchanges tunics with 
youngest Rifleman Mark Kusi-Appiah; 

2. Padre Capt Daniel Saugh served the turkey; 
3. Sgt Jamieson Murray, poured the refreshments; 
4. MCpl Steve Thomas, MB, receives bar to Afghanistan 

Medal; 
5. MCpl Shane Silva receives his 12-year CD; 
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6. Cpl Alexey Zimin w/Harry Fox MBE Award; 
7. LCol St. Denis, Jan deVries of I Can.Para and CWO 
Mark Shannon, w/MCpl T e and the Reg Walker award; 
8. Sgt Jamieson Murray with the CSM Charlie Martin 

Award; 
9. Toronto Assoc. Pres Dave Lavery and CWO Mark 

Shannon w/Rifleman of The Year Ron Craig; 
10 Silver Bugle Award presented to Cpl Kevin Boughton 

by Director of Music Capt Rita Arendz and Bugle 
Major Fred Haire; 

11.WO Donovan O'Halloran presented a copy of the 
"Airborne Creed" to Sgt Matthew McAuley, among a 
number of Queen' Own members who have qualified 
as paratroopers. 
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Members of The Queen's Own Rifles spent a busy and eventful year 

The year opened on a very high note when 
Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada MCpl Chris 
Griffith was awarded the CAFA Airborne 
Soldier of the Year award due to his out
standing performance in 2010 as para
trooper, leader and instructor. He is the first 
reservist to receive this award. 

The Queen 's Own currently has a Battalion 
HQ, a Light Infantry Company, 60th Coy, 
and Combat Support Company, Victoria 
Coy, located at Moss Park Armoury in 
Toronto. The second Light Infantry 
Company, Buffs Coy, is located at Dalton 
Armoury in Scarborough. Victoria 
Company is the home for the Reece 
Platoon and new Complex Terrain Cell 
(CTC). The CTC was recently created as 
the unit has several Advanced and Basic 
Mountain Operators are often performing 
complex terrain tasks for the unit and in 
support of other CF units. The Parachute 
Company is a composite company that 
draws paratroopers from all three compa
nies for parachute specific activities that 
typically occur 6-7 times a year. 
Paratroopers in the unit are expected 
to support both regular and parachute 
training. 

Over the past several years The Queen 's 
Own Rifles of Canada seen a number of 
riflemen serving on operational deploy
ments, principally in Afghanistan. 
Following the end of this mission in 
Afghanistan, with everyone back home, it 
became evident the regiment had grown in 
numbers . In addition to the fact The 
Queen 's Own attracts recruits who are keen 
to join a famous regiment, due to our pro
fessional reputation the unit is continually 
seeing soldiers transfer in from the regular 
force as well as other reserve army units. 

The increase in the numbers of rifleman in 
the ranks has been accompanied by a very 
intense operational tempo. The Queen's 
Own Rifle of Canada regularly provides 
instructors and candidates for courses, fill
ing individual and collective training com
mitments and providing soldiers for tasks 
and operations around the country. 

ln 2011 The Queen 's Own Rifles had sev
eral members teaching and attending 
courses, includiung Advanced Mountain 
Operations and Basic Para and Basic 
Infantry Qualification. In January and 
February The Queen 's Own took the lead in 
running a Basic Winter Warfare exerci e 
and in March conducted a Rappel Master 
course for 32 Canadian Brigade Group. We 

Capt Scott Moody, OC 60th Company and Para Company 

also had many instructors deployed to Land 
Force Central Area Training Centre 
Meaford during the summer months to 
teach the Basic Military and Infantry 
Course. The regiment also continues to 
provide instructors for courses that are run 
at the Canadian Forces Land Advanced 
Warfare Centre (CFLAWC) at 8 Wing at 
CFB Trenton, with several members being 
full-tin1e instructors there and several more 
augmenting instructor positions. 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada works 
hard at presenting challenging and exciting 
training while meeting its individual and 
collective battle task standards. 1n January 
we conducted our annua l winter indoctrina
tion and the following month we spiced it 
up by conducting an offensive operations 
exercise in a winter context. Concurrently, 
several members supported the 32 CBG 
Arctic Response Company during exercise 
Polar Warrior. 

Several of our rifleman filled our Affiliated 
Battle Group task to support 3RCR Mike 
(Para) Company by attaching to the unit to 
participate on an exchange in Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina with the 82nd Airborne. 
This provided these riflemen to earn their 
U.S. parachute wings and participate in 
excellent training. 

1n March riflemen honed their skills in 
COIN by staging out of an austere combat 
outpost that was established in the FIBUA 
(Fighting 1n Built-Up Areas) village in 
Meaford. The month of April had the unit 
refining its live fire individual and pairs 
movement skills. During this training rifle
men practiced individual and team move
ment using live ammunition and electronic 
pop-up targets that mimic contemporary 
battlefield challenges. 

During May, Exercise Pegasus Challenge 
presented riflemen with the opportunity to 
show off their skills. Members of QOR 
competed against each other over a 13km 
route in performing battle tasks such as 
navigation, first aid, field-craft, building 
vehicle checkpoints and mountain opera
tions. 

In June, July and August the focus of the 
regiment was on individual training by can
didates and instructors on a variety of 
courses. Some riflemen also served on the 
Ceremonial Guard in Ottawa in the sum
mer. At the end of August over 50 riflemen 
deployed to the Canadian Manoeuvre 
Training Centre located in Wainwright, 

Alberta for two weeks to participate in 
Exercise Maple Defender. During this 
same time period the unit 's Complex 
Terrain Cell ran the highline event at the 
CNE in Toronto for Operation Connection, 
the cornn1unity outreach component of the 
Canadian Forces. 

On the first weekend of October, a platoon 
was generated to support 35 CBG for 
Exercise Restore Sovereignty in Quebec. 
This involved an amphibious landing on an 
island located in the St. Lawrence and 
resulted in the regiment receiving deserved 
praise from 35 CBG for its performance. 
This was followed by five days of profes
sional development training for a number 
of members of the regiment in Quantico, 
Virginia, Washington, D.C. and 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

At the end of October the unit conducted its 
Individual Battle Task Standards training in 
Meaford. This consists of completing the 
personal weapons Test 3 with the C7 A2 as 
well as conducting immediate actions drills 
and review on all weapons systems and 
fundan1ental soldiers skills such navigation 
and field-craft. On the same exercise The 
QOR also exercised its mountain opera
tions skill by conducting a rough terrain 
and rappel insertion to occupy a defensive 
position. 

The defensive position and scenario that 
was occupied in October was used to guide 
the final exercise of the year at the begin
ning of December. This allowed leadership 
and riflemen to practice their ski lls in 
defensive operations to ensure the unit 
could achieve the collective battle task 
standard goals that would be set for the unit 
in the coming year. Identifying, occupying, 
establishing and withdrawing from a defen
sive position were painstakingly practiced 
in the early snow. 

On the para side of our operational capaci
ty, The Queen 's Own continue to get new 
jumpers qualified as well as sending per
sonnel to participate in exercises with 3 
RCR. 1n June and November our para
troopers had the opportunity to become 
familiar with the new CF aircraft by mak
ing parachute descents from the new CJ 7 
and C-1301 aircraft. 

From the foregoing it can be truthfully 
deduced that what we believe i the busiest 
reserve unit in the Canadian Forces lived 
up to its reputation in 201 1. 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE 1 BSD 
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Exercise Maple Def ender held at CFB Wainwright 

# l Troops gather to receive final instruction a 
the exerci e gets underway. 

#2 It was downhill all the way (at lea t some of 
the time.) 

#3 Two-tour Afghanistan veteran Cpl Mike 
Fusca (Now O/Cdt Fusca) on patrol. 

#4 Two-tour Afghanistan veteran Sgt. Jamieson 
Murray goes to ground. 

(Photos by Cpl Igor Korpan, 32 CBG) 
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Queen's Own paratroopers add to their jump numbers 

Capt Scott Moody does a jumpmaster check on Sgt Matt Kohler 
before Queen's Own Rifles airborne riflemen prepared to parachute 
from the new Boeing C-17 Globemaster and C-1301 Hercules mi(j

tary transport aircraft. (Photos by Lt Chris Potter.) 

Visit the GOR webpage at www.qor.com 



Photographs of the visit of the Colonel-in-Chief 

(1) The Colonel-in-Chief and the Honorary 
Colonel; (2) Keeping in step; (3) Arrival ; (4) Royal 
Salute; (5 and 6) Chatting with the troops. 

Vi it the GOR '\Nebp ge at W'\N'\N.qor.cam 



The new Colonel-in-Chief of The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 

The Colonel-in-Chief inspects the 100-man guard accompanied by LCol Peter St. 
Denis, MSC, CD, Maj Glen Meeburg, CD, CWO Mark Shannon, CD and ADC 
Capt David Harmes. 

In Pace Paratus 

Visit the BOR webpage at www.qor.com 



HRH Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, GCVO, with her regiment 
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Jan de Vries, 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, 1924-2012 

Jan de Vries, a D-Day veteran of the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion was named a Member of the Order of Canada in 
2007. He was presented with his award by Governor General Michaelle Jean at Rideau Hall. He was a long-standing asso
ciate member of The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 

Corneliu Chisu MP (Pickering-Scarborough East, CPC) House of Commons, May 29, 2010: 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in memory of a great Canadian from my riding who recently passed away. A vet
eran of the Second World War, Mr. Jan de Vries, an Order of Canada recipient, served with the 1st 
Canadian Parachute Battalion. He parachuted into Normandy on D-Day and later parachuted over the 
Rhine River into Germany in 1945.As a founding member of the Living History Speakers Bureau and as 
a member of the Memory Project, he has kept alive the stories of Canadian veterans by visiting schools, 
youth groups and cadet units. The 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion Association, the Juno Beach Centre 
Association and the Corporal Fred Topham Victoria Cross Fundraising campaign have all benefited from 
his determination and leadership. Under his leadership, the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion Association 
installed memorial plaques in Europe to commemorate their battle areas. In 2004, Mr. de Vries was pre
sented with the French Legion of Honour medal by President Jacques Chirac. He was a distinguished sol
dier and an ardent keeper of the flame. Lest we forget. 

Visit the D.CJR webpage at www.qor.com 
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MCpl Chris Griffiths is CAFA's "Airborne Soldier of the Year" 

MCpl Chri topher Griffiths, a member of the Regiment's Pioneers, was presented with his 
CAFA "Airborne Soldier of the Year" award by D-Day veteran Jan de Vries, President of the 
!st Canadian Parachute Battalion Association (left)and Colonel Dick Cowling, former 
Commander of the Canadian Airborne Regiment. MCpl Griffith is the first re ervist to be so 
honoured. 

Copy of a letter nominating MCpl 
Christopher Griffiths of The Queen s Own 
Rifles of Canada to receive the Canadian 
Airborne Forces As ociation "Airborne 
Soldier of the Year Award." The letter was 
authored by Capt Adam Harmes, CD, OC 
Parachute Coy., and co-signed by Queen s 
Own Rifles Commanding Office,; LCol John 
Fotheringham, CD. 

I am writing to nominate MCpl Christopher 
Griffiths, for the CAFA Airborne Soldier oftbe 
Year Award. As an NCO, JumpMaster and 
Advanced Mountain Operator, MCpl Griffiths 
has been an extremely valuable member of the 
QOR Para Company for the past few years. 1n 
2010, which was also the QOR's 150th 
anniversary, MCpl Griffiths developed a record 
of achievement that exemplifies the attributes 
of the modem paratrooper. From 18 January-
27 April 2010, MCpl Griffiths was employed 
at LFWA TC Wainwright as a section 2[C for 
a DP I Infantry course. In this position he 
demonstrated very strong skill at arms, lead-

ership, willingness and readiness. As his 
PDR noted: "MCpl Griffiths thrives under 
intense or adverse circumstances, demon
strating his excellent leadership skills by 
working long hours teaching and supervising 
the platoon. He gave far more than his 100% 
in order to train the soldiers in their DP I Inf 
skill set. He has shown that he leads by 
example to others, passing on to his troops 
very good infantry kills." 

Following his employment in Wainwright, 
MCpl Griffiths demonstrated very strong 
willingness and readiness through his mem
bership on the QOR's 4-man mountain oper
ations team and participating in a month
long, fully voluntary and unpaid, series of 
expeditions to Ex Coelis Mountain (the air
borne mountain) and the Athabasca glacier 
in Alberta as well as Canada's highest moun
tain, Mount Logan, in the Yukon territory. In 
the course of these expeditions, MCpl 
Griffiths demonstrated the very strong skill 
at arm , team spirit aggressiveness and fit-

ness that were required to climb Canada 's 
highest mountain in an extreme weather 
environment. Moreover, despite being the 
junior and youngest member of the team, 
MCpl Griffiths demonstrated excellent lead
ership during his turns as rope team com
mander and through his contributions to 
team decisions related to crossing high dan
ger areas. 

A further demonstration of MCpl Griffiths ' 
willingness and readiness occurred on the 
evening he returned from the Mount Logan 
expedition. A last-minute spot on the Static 
Line Square Canopy/Military Freefall 
Parachuting course became available and, 
despite the course starting 5 days later he 
was extremely keen to further develop his 
parachuting skills. On both courses, MCpl 
Griffiths again demonstrated many of the 
attributes of the modern paratrooper includ
ing very strong parachuting skills. In the 
course reports for both courses, his para
chuting skills were strongly noted and he 
was recommend for further training as a 
SLSC and MFP Jump Master and Parachute 
Instructor. 

Upon returning from the SLSC and MFP 
courses, MCpl Griffiths again demonstrated 
his willingness and readiness by acting as a 
section commander on OP NANOOK in 
Resolute Bay where he used his leadership, 
skills at arms and winter environment expe
rience to train his platoon in skills beyond 
those that were part of the operation. The one 
low point of MCpl's Griffiths' year was 
when he was injured on OP NANOOK and 
was required to go on disability for the next 
couple of months. This development was 
particularly unfortunate as it prevented 
MCpl Griffiths from participating in the 
CSOR selection that he was scheduled to 
attend. A final highlight of his year was that 
MCpl Griffiths, as part of the Mt Logan 
team, received our unit 's 2010 fitness award. 
Finally, as I write this nomination, MCpl 
Griffiths is currently one of 4 QOR para
troopers who are erving on the month-long 
82nd Airborne JFEX with M Coy, 3 RCR. 

MCpl Griffiths is a young reservist who has 
had an exceptional year as a paratrooper by 
any standard. 1n our unit's 150th anniversary 
year, it would be an honour for him to 
receive thi award. 

Capt Adam Harmes, CD 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE 1 BSD 
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Visitors from France conduct a memorial service at MPA 
By Adelaide Caillet, Westlake Brothers Souvenir Association 

Thirty members of the "Westlake Brothers 
Souvenir Association" from France visited 
Toronto in 2011 to pay homage to three 
members of The Queen's Own - Tom, 
Albert and George Westlake - who were 
killed within five days of landing on D-Day. 
On these pages two young members of the 
group recall their visit 

On that hot and sunny Friday, 22nd July, 
2011 , I had the honour of being the MC at 
Moss Park Annoury, in the beautiful city of 
Toronto. The Westlake Brothers Souvenir 
A sociation and I attended the ceremony and 
before beginning I was very stressed 
because it was my first time as MC. It was 
really impressive to be stood up in front ofso 
many people, the veterans, the French 
Consul, members of The Queen's Own 
Rifles, and all the other people who were 
here to listen to us and to pay homage to the 
Canadian soldiers, just like us. 

Then the ceremony started. I was very afraid 
of speaking English, but everything was 
fine. And each member of the WBS did a 
great job. The ceremony itself was really 
moving, thanks to the presence of the veter
ans, but also thanks to the texts that were 
read, and the songs that Kathy, Yamina and 
Mathilde performed. 

At the end of the ceremony, our President 
Christophe Collet congratulated us for what 
we did. He came personally to congratulate 

me, and I have to say that I was about to cry 
at this moment. Moreover, other people that 
I didn't know came to see me, to say to me 
that our ceremony was excellent, that we did 
a good job and so on. 

I don't know how to express what I felt at this 
moment, because it's really confusing to hear 
people saying to you that what you do is just 
wonderful, and say « thank you » for being 
here. We came in Canada to thank the 
Canadian soldiers and it's the Canadians 
who thank u , it's like the world upside 
down, I really don't know how to say all of it, 
it's still very confused in my head when I 
th.ink of it... I hope it was clear all the same. 

Then, a young journalist came to ask me if 
she could interview me for the radio. I was 
still moved, happy and surprised at the same 
time, so I'm not sure I did my best for that 
interview, but the most important thing was 
the ceremony and 1 think I did my best for it. 
At least, I hope so. 

After the ceremony, we were invited to the 
Officer's Mess for lunch on this wonderful 
and unforgettable day. We had the honour to 
meet a lot of interesting people so I keep a 
very good memory of all of it. 

(I) At the Memorial Wall, young members of the 
WBSA placed red paper roses and stones picked from 
Juno Beach. 

(2) Daniel Granotier, Deputy Mayor ofBemieres sur 
Mer, and Lo'ise Hoffer, 7, the youngest member of 
Westlake Brothers Souvenir Association, prepare to lay 
a wreath . 

(3) Flags ofThe Queen's Own Rifles, of Canada and 
of France were on display. 

(4) Adelai'de Caillet, MC for the ceremonies at Moss 
Park Armoury, and Aline Tire!. 

STANDING ON GUARCJ SINCE 1 BSD 
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Memorial service for three brothers held in Westlake Park 
By Maxime Demontier, Westlake Brothers Souvenir Association 

(1) QOR Association Toronto Branch 
President and Queen's Own Rifles WW2 
veteran Charles Tachauer salute at the 
memorial. 

(2) Herve Hoffer, of La Maison Queen 's 
Own Rifles in Bernieres-sur-Mer and his 
daughter Loi'se, 7, bring greetings. 

(3) Cpl Grahan1 Humphrey feels the heat. 

(4) Maxi.me Demontier, Westlake Brothers 
Souvenir Association. 

An afternoon in Toronto. On that wonderful 
day, Friday, 22nd July our lives took a curve 
that only occurs once in a lifetime, at 
Westlake Park. None of us knew what to 
expect. It was extremely sunny, the weather 
was really awesome. The first contact with 
the area seemed quiet. 

We walked to the monument where we want
ed to make the tribute we owe to the 
Westlake Brothers. As we were taking our 
places I started to feel a strange 
emotion. The atmosphere was heavy, a deep 
respect was reigning on this ceremony. 

Mathilde and Yamina sang perfectly and the 
texts were read without any problems. All of 
us managed to overcome tl1e stress we all 

had. To me it was the most important among 
all the ceremonies we had to perform. But 
even though we avoided major problems due 
to stress there was an opponent we were not 
able to fight: The sun. 

Members of The Queen's Own Rifles Of 
Canada wore, especially for the occasion, 
the uniforms soldiers used to wear during 
WWII. It looked very heavy and extremely 
hot. Members of the 3 1st branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion (which is a veterans 
association all over Canada) also wore tradi
tional uniforms. During thoselong minutes 
we could feel the pain of those persons who 
dedicated this afternoon to us. We helped 
them as we could, bringing them water, and 
refreshing packs of ice. We also protected 

veterans as we could, with umbrellas, and 
water. 
I think that people share more in hard 
moments than while they are happy. It gets 
people closer. I owe a deep admiration to 
Graham Humphrey; he showed an awesome 
courage. So did Helen, Claudia, and all the 
others! 

After the Commemoration, we were invited 
to plant two trees which, to me, symbolize 
the friendship (almost the love) between our 
two countries . It was a really moving 
moment, where we lost ourselves, contem
plating those trees, chatting with veterans, 
sharing their experiences, and moreover, 
keeping it alive. This is our duty, this is our 
will. We will remember them. 

Visit the CiilOR webpage at www.qor.com 
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Toronto Branch QORAssociation had a busy year in 2011 
David Lavery, President, Toronto Branch, QOR Association 

The Association has been very busy in 
2011 and continuing into early 2012. Even 
with summer stand-down we started with 
our 6th annual golf tournament near the 
end of June. The event was sold out and it 
was one of the best tournaments we have 
had. Great weather, great golf, and great 
stories together with a wonderful turnout 
from the Regiment, including many of our 
soldiers who have been overseas which 
allowed us to recognize them for their 
efforts. We quickly moved into Canada Day 
celebrations which again were well attend
ed including a great perfom1ance by the 
Regimental Band and Bugles. 

We had a wonderful weekend with a group 
of 50 adults and children from France rep
resenting the Westlake Brotllers Souvenir 
Association. This included the Hoffer fam
ily and Association President Christophe 
Collet who were all billeted at Dalton 
Armoury for the weekend. They had a visit 
to the CN Tower, Niagara Falls, Casa Loma 
and a BBQ at Legion Br 31 hosted by 
Association member and Branch President 
Doug MacNeil and wife Lee. The group 
enjoyed a pig roast witll friends and hardly 
had time to rest from one event to another. 
RSM/CWO (Ret) Brian Budden and part

ner Brenda Butt with team support did an 
outstanding job of arranging the weekend 
events with strong assistance from Maj . 
Sandi Banerjee. To complete the weekend, 
two trees were planted in Westlake Park in 
Etobicoke to honour the sacrifices. 

September also included the Change of 
Command which was an excellent display 
of Regimental protocol with LCol John 
Fotheringham passing the Commanding 

Officer's Sword to incoming CO LCol 
Peter St Denis. This was followed by 
Fan1ily Day hosted by our new CO which 
really showcased our soldiers with many 
events including rappelling from the roof 
of MPA. These young soldiers' skills 
stirred the young blood of retiring 
Honorary LCol Dick Cowling and he too 
rappelled off the roof to the delight of all. 
The Association members manned the food 
tables and were able to mingle with the 
families which made it a very successful 
day for all. 

We had a great November including 
Remembrance Day Parade on 06 Nov and 
a book launch at MPA on 09 Nov for the 
The History of Canada "Ridgeway", by 
Peter Yronsky. We also had a trip to 
Niagara Falls and Woodstock to dedicate 
the last two remaining markers of the 
Fenian casualties. This was an outstanding 
day with a great turnout of Association and 
serving soldiers with lots of pictures taken. 
Many thanks to LCol John Fotheringham 
and wife Kim and his team of Col. Paul 
Hughes and Peter Simundson for getting 
the markers made and placed so that the 
dedication could take place. 

The Regimental Men's Christmas 
Dinner in December was very well 
attended and many awards and pro
motions handed out by The 
Regiment. As well Association 
Executive Secretary Ron Craig was 
awarded The Association's 
Rifleman of the Year which was 
very well deserved. 2012 started 
with New Year's Levee and a fun 
day had by all attended. 

The usual events such as the Association's 
AGM April 14th 2012 (MPA) , D-day June 
06th (MPA), Canada Day July 01 and 
Warriors Day Aug J 8tll CNE. Also an 
exciting trip to Germany, Belgium, and The 
Netherlands has been planned by The 
Association headed by Bob Dunk 
(National President) and is open to all 
Branches. This will take place from Oct O 1 
to the 13th 2012 and further information 
can be obtained from your Branch or on the 
Association web page. If you are interested 
in going please contact Ellison Travel to 
book your trip ASAP as they will be filling 
up quickly. 

As you can see your Association has been 
very busy over the last year and your 
Executive has continued this effort into 
2012. To maintain this we need you to 
please send in your $25.00 annual dues. 
The gap between the numbers of registered 
members versus the number of paying 
members has never been larger. Please 
make the effort to send your dues so that 
your Association can meet the challenges 
of 2012. 

In Pace Paratus 

(Top) Former Toronto Branch 
Association President Bob Dunk 
(seated, centre) was toasted on his 
60th birthday by some of his 
Queen's Own friends. 

(Left) Trish and Norm McCracken 
(seated, centre) welcomed Huronia 
Branch members to their Washago 
home for a BBQ dinner. 
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QOR soldiers take part in Exercise RESTORE SOVEREIGNTY in Quebec 

Thirty soldiers from The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 
assaulted the beach at I.:ile-aux-Coudres, 150 km east of 
Quebec City on 30 September, 2011, as part of a 900-strong 
Battle Group from Eastern Quebec. Composed mainly of 
regiments from 35 Canadian Brigade Group, Exercise 
RESTORE SOVEREIGNTY brought together 16 predomi
nantly francophone units to conduct a river crossing, beach 
assault, and seizure of the island. The objective was to con
duct realistic training in a geographic location that was not 
familiar to the troops. The Queen's Own was once again 
linked with Le Regiment de la Chaudiere, which had fol
lowed them into Normandy on D-Day. 

Visit the GCJR webpage at www.qar.com 
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"Welcome to Calgary, Kate!" 

Queen's Own Rifles of Canada veterans Bob Titus (right) and Ken Barrett were delighted to have the chance to chat with The Duchess of Cambridge, Kate 
Middleton, during the Royal Tour to Canada in 2011 . They joined representatives of other veterans groups in the event at Calgary's Rotary Challenger Park. 
Titus served 15 years with The Queen's Own Rifles and 15 more with PPCLI. He is President of the Calgary Branch of the QOR of C Association as well 
as the Canadian Association of Veteran in UN Peacekeeping (CA VUNP). Barrett is a veteran of the Korean War and Canadian Peacekeeping Missions. 
(Photo by Phil Noble, Reuters) 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Award to Oshawa High School Student 
In 2011 Maxwell Heights Secondary 
School in Oshawa and the Queen 's Own 
Rifles of Canada created an annual award 
to be presented in honour of a local public 
school teacher who had been killed in 
France following D-Day. Lieutenant Bruce 
H. Roberts, described in the Regimental 
History as "an officer who had proven him
self," had survived the fierce Battle of 
Carpiquet, near Caen, which cost the lives 
of many Canadian soldiers, only to be 
killed by a stray shell while the troops took 
a brief rest. 

The former teacher at Oshawa's King Street 
Public School had joined the Canadian 
Armed Forces in 1942 and was with The 
Queen 's Own Rifles when they stormed the 
beaches of Nomrnndy on 6 June, 1944. He 
lies today in Beny- sur-Mer Canadian War 
Cemetery in Normandy, with more than 
2,000 other men from all parts of Canada. 

Recipient of the first Bruce McRoberts
Queen's Own Rifles Award was Dhahran 
Rana, who was selected as a student who 
"Demonstrated values and deportment con
sistent with the core beliefs of The Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada, such as academic 
excellence, dependability, leadership and 
integrity of character." In addition to $200, 
Ms. Rana also received a commemorative 
plaque. The award, which includes a cash 
donation, was created by Queen's Own 

Rifles Capt Shawn Stewart and Maxwell 
Heights teacher Brad Ledgerwood. 

On Remembrance Day, Capt Stewart and 
Mr. Ledgerwood, accompanied by a nwn
ber of Maxwell Heights students were 

among the many present at the 
Remembrance Day ceremonies at the 
Oshawa Cenotaph where they laid a wreath 
from The Queen 's Own Rifles in memory 
of Lt McRoberts. 

Capt Shawn Stewart and teacher Brad Ledgerwood with Queen's Own Rifles Award 
winner Dhahran Rana. 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE 1 BSO 
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News from The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Association, Calgary Branch 

To mark the 151st birthday ofThe Queen's 
Own a luncheon was held at the RCL 
Kensington Branch 264 on April 23, 2011 
and the well-attended party, as in every 
year, was most enjoyable for all in atten
dance. Following tradition, under the com
mand of Sergeant-of-Arms John Cresswell , 
the rifle was marched on by Clay Hodder, 
Ken Barrett and John Heam. 

During the course of the afternoon there 
were several plaques presented to various 
member of the community to acknowledge 
their support of our association. LCol Tom 
Doucette CD accepted a plaque on behalf 
of the Military Museum, Bob Titus, 
President Calgary Branch, accepted a 
plaque on behalf of the Carriage House Inn 
and made a presentation to them. Plaques 
were also presented to the Calgary Airport 
Authority and the Calgary Police 
Motorcycle section. Also, Louise and Clay 
Hodder were presented with a painting by 
Ricky Moynahan to acknowledge their 
years of faithful and unwavering service to 
the Calgary branch. 

At the annual general meeting held in con
junction with the birthday party, members 
unanimou ly supported the re-election of 
the Executive Committee for the 2011 /2012 
year, while Jack Glenn announced his 
retirement as scribe and Bill and Shirley 
Major agreed to fill this position. 

On Remembrance Day, 2011 , a significant 
day for all , on behalf of the Calgary 
Branch, Clay Hodder, presented a wreath at 
Calgary 's Southern Jubilee Auditorium, an 

Bill and Shirley Major 

honour that he ha undertaken for the past 
number of years. At the same time Sgt-at
Arms John Cresswell was carrying out the 
duty as commander of the colour party at 
the Colonel Belcher Veterans Centre, 
where he recited the Act of Remembrance 
and presented a wreath. The ceremony con
cluded with the colour party marching 
throughout the Care Centre. 

The annual Christmas Luncheon in 
December was at the Carriage House Inn, 
where the buffet of traditional turkey and 
stuffing as well as maple-glazed ham was 
well received by all. There was a great 
turnout for this event which was highlight
ed by a visit from Alberta Lieutenant 
Governor Don Ethell and his wife Linda. It 
was a real treat to visit with these very busy 
people and to welcome a former member 
ofThe Queen's Own to the festive event. 

It should be noted that in October 2011 , 
Lieutenant Governor Ethell officially 
launched the Lieutenant Governor's Circle 
on Mental Health and Addiction. A 12-per
son team wa created whose goal is to 
reduce the stigma and educate the public on 
mental illness and recovery and treatment 
programs around the province. A founda
tion will be set up to build funding and 
resources to support such programs. For 
more information on this topic 
visit mhpa.ab.ca/ LGCircle. 

Our first monthly luncheon of 
2012 was held at RCL Branch 
264 on January 11 . There was a 
good turnout and all agreed that 

it was great to be back in fan1iliar sur
roundings. Luncheons are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month, except July 
and August, so any members of the regi
mental family who are in town and who 
would like to join us are welcome to do so. 
If you would like to attend, please notify 
Arlene Albrecht at momsyl @telus.net or 
403-253-8808 or Jean Pendlebury at 
grgram@shaw.ca or 403-259-0092 and let 
them know how many will be attending. 

On Jan 26, 2012 many of us attended the 
memorial service for Frank Mario 
Mascaro, who died on Jan 18, aged 79. 
There was a good representation from the 
various areas of the military that Frank 
served with as wel l as many friends and 
family. He and his wife Marion were faith
ful attendees at all the Queen 's Own Rifles 
functions and he will be missed. A dona
tion of $200 from the Association will 
made to the PPCLI Cadets in Frank' s 
memory. 

Also, it was decided that a $500 donation 
be authorized to purchase a plaque for 
Delinghofen, Germany, in recognition of 
the service at Fort Macleod of the 2nd 
Battalion, Queen ' s Own Rifles of Canada, 
1957-1960 and the 1st Battalion, 1960-
1963. 

Louise Hodder, Clay Hodder 

Calgary Branch Executive 
Back row L-R 
Clay Hodder - Trea urer, Bob Titus - Pre ident Bill Major - Scribe, 
Ken Barrett- Kit Shop, Ken Moynahan - Vice President, 
Jolm Cresswell - Past President. 
Front Row L-R 
Jean Pendlebury - Entertainment, Arlene Albrecht - Entertainment, 
Louise Hodder - Secretary, Shirley Major - Scribe 

Marching on the Rifle 
Clay Hodder, Ken Barrett, John Hearn John Cresswell 
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British soldier landed with The Queen's Own Rifles on D-Day 

BIRKHALL 

ularly Sgt Freddy Harris, 
who was killed in the D
Day landing. 

16th September, 201 1 

There, he said, "We were 
blessed with good food 
as we teamed up with the 
Canadians, who first 
called us the ' Limey 
Commandos.' We soon 
became great pals, and 
ate and drank with them. 
My mouth still waters as 
I think of the flapjacks 
and maple syrup we had 
at breakfast time. Very 
scrumptious!" He added 
that, "Their alternative 
to the N .A.A.F. I. , 
(Navy, Army, Air Force 
Institutes), the "Knights 
of Columbus" as it was 
called, was also a great 
eye opener to us. We had 
free cigarettes called 
'Sweet Caporal,' individ
ual fruit pies, Coca-Cola 
and salted nuts! All luxu
ries at that time." 

I have heard through Lieutenant Colonel John Fotheringham 
that you have been a major feature of the latest temporary exhibit at 
the Juno Beach Centre in Normandy. As Colonel-io-Chiefofthe 
Queen 's Own Rifles, I am intrigued and moved to hear of your 
involvement in the year before and during the D-Day landings at 
Bemieres-sur-Mer that really epitomises the huge allied cooperation 
that was required to turn the tide on the Germans in Europe. I 
cannot begin to imagine how hard it must have been to have landed 
with the regiment as part of the first wave, gained a foothold on the 
beach and then been forced to withdraw to be employed elsewhere. 
However your role was of such vital importance and I salute you for 
your bravery. 

You are an immense credit not only to the museum, fellow 
veterans and the association, but in particular to this country who 
owes you a debt of gratitude. Your service is greatly appreciated 
and will never be forgotten. 

This letter comes with my most heartfelt best wishes. 

British D-Day veteran Cyril Crain, who 
landed on Juno Beach with The Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada, has received a letter 
from Her Royal Highness, Camilla the 
Duchess of Cornwall in her role as the reg
iment's Colonel-in-Chief. Offering him her 
"Most heartfelt wishes,' the Duchess 
thanked him for his participation in an 
exhibit at Juno Beach Centre in Normandy 
called "Allies: Canadians and British dur
ing World War Two." 

Cyril Crain was a wireless operator with 
the British Army's Beach Signal Section, 
Combined Operations, and in 1943 was bil
leted among troops from different 
Canadian regiments, including The 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, The North 
Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment and Le 
Regiment de la Chaudiere. During the 
months to follow, as they underwent inten
sive training leading up to the invasion of 
France, he became close friends with a 
number of Queen's Own per onnel, partic-

Former Commanding 
Officer LCol John 
Fotheringham CD has 
been corresponding with 

Mr. Crain for at least 15 years, meeting him 
in Normandy for the first time in 2003 and 
several times since. The British veteran was 
part of The Queen 's Own Rifles tour of 
North-West Europe last June. 

Cyril Crain's friend Sgt Freddy Harris was 
also a close friend of LCol Barney 
Dan on, former Honorary Lieutenant 
Colonel of The Queen 's Own Rifles, who 
lost the sight in one eye in France. 
Danson, Harris, Earl Stoll and Gerry 
Rayner were four Toronto pals who enlist
ed in The Queen 's Own Riles together, 
with Danson being the only one to survive 
the war. Harris turned down the opportu
nity to be commiss ioned so that he could 
be with the regiment on D-Day. 

Following the war, Britisher Cyril Crain 
wrote this poem, which he entitled "My 
Buddy," about his Canadian friend Freddy 
Harris. 

In memory of a man from '43 

LCol John Fotheringham and Cyril 
Crain at The Queen's Own Rifles D-Day 
Memorial at Bernieres- ur-Mer. 

he came fro m a land across the sea 

"Hi there, limey!" he yelled with a grin 
"Hello!" I replied, "how've you bin 11 

"Go inside and stow your gear, 
bring your pals, we'll go for a beer". 

From this moment a friendship grew. 
We ate, we trained, and socialised too. 

Then one day the orders came, 
realising now this wasn't a game. 

We boarded ship, then on our way, 
and during the night we gathered to pray. 

Landing craft lowered seven miles fl-om land, 
we scrambled down nets, hand over hand. 

Into the boats, a fearsome task, 
"Look after us Lord", that's all I ask 

The sea was stormy, we had a rough ride, 
I looked at my buddy who sat by my side. 

"Take care Limey, you'll do fine, 11 

"Good luck Canuck, old friend of mine". 

The ramp went down, we plunged into the swell, 
the beach before us a living hell. 

Our feet on the ground, we dashed to the wall, 
from the corner of my eye I saw him fall. 

Again and again I still ask why! 
My friend from Toronto, why did he die? 

Visit the BCJR webpage at www.qor.com 
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D-Day+67 Ceremonies in France include QOR veterans 

I. QOR troop at the Menin Gate Ceremony. 
2. Hon LCol Brendan Caldwell and his father Tom at 

Yimy Memorial. 
3. Hon LCol Brendan Caldwell in the cockpit ofa downed 

Spitfire, recovered from a swamp. 
4. Kim Mathieson and LCol (retd) Reg Scotland in the 

trenches at Virny Ridge. 

5. QOR Padre, Capt John Niles, leads a prayer at the Menin Gate. 
6. D-Day veterans Jack Hadley and Bill Bettridge lay a wreath at le 

Mesnil Patry, assisted by Cpl Jansen Ng. 
7. D-Day veterans Jack Hadley, Jan deVries and Bill Bettridge 

front the group photo taken at the Virny Memorial. 

STANDING ON GUARCJ SINCE 1 BEiOm 
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Remembrance Day ceremony for D-Day veteran Orville Cook 

Queen's Own Rifles of Canada member Orville Cook was a D-Day veteran who survived an enemy attack at Sneek, Holland in 1945 which 
killed six members of his company. He had returned to the area on numerous occasions since the war and had made many friends in near
by Wons. On 11 November, 2011 , his friends gathered to honour his memory at a memorial they created following his death in Apri l, 20 11. 

(1) Last Post is sounded by Bugler Gerben van 
der Els of the Dutch Queen's Own Rifles re
enactment group. 

(2) Local children joined the Remembrance 
Day ceremony. 

(3) Photograph taken of Orville Cook during 
his last visit to Holland. 

(4) Orvi lle Cook's Memorial. 

(5) Photo of Orville Cook in the Memorial with 
six poppies to honour the six dead soldiers. 

(6) Jan and Annie DeBoer, Orville Cook's close 
friends and hosts for his visits. 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE 1 BBO 
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Queen's Own Rifles cadre takes a Professional Development Trip to Quantico 
2/Lt Trevor Schriver, 60th Company, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 

sites, participants were given 
time to visit the National 
Museum of the Marine Corps. 
Located ju t south of 
Wa hington, DC, the Museum 
provides an exceptional history 
of the USMC, whose origin 
dates back to 1775. Specific ga l
leries focused on the Corps 
involvement in a number of 
campaigns including World War 
I, World War II, the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars. 

It was a truly humbling experi
ence to be standing on the same 
ground where fierce US Civil 
War battles had been waged, and 
where thousands upon thou
sands had died fighting. Equally 
hwnbling, and deeply moving, 
was the solemn visit to Arlington 
National Cemetery where, on 07 
Oct the Commanding Officer, 
LCol Peter St. Denis and 
Regimental Sergeant Major 

Field gun guarding the Union flank on top of Cemetery Ridge at Gettysburg. (Maj Sandi Banerjee photo) Mark Shannon presented a 
wreath of behalf of The Queen's 

Own Rifles of Canada at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns, or as the hallowed site is com
monly known, the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. 

"The society that separates its scholars 
from its warriors will have its thinking 
done by cowards and its fighting done by 
fools" 

With these words in mind, twenty-nine 
Officers and NCMs recently attended a 
four-day Professional Development (PD) 
trip in the United States. Organized by 
Major Sandi Banerjee, the DCO and a 
graduate of the US Marine Corps ' Joint 
Command & General Staff College, the 
team staged out of Marine Corps Base 
Quantico; an area that was strategically 
between the two Capitals during the War. 
The educational event allowed participants, 
normally focused on the tactical nature of 
warfare, to study three significant cam
paigns which occurred during the US Civil 
War at the operational and strategic levels. 

The Regiment 's leadership visited major 
battle fields and travelled the lines of com
munications used during the Campaigns at 
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and 
Gettysburg. This was a welcome chance for 
us to develop ourselves while considering 
wider aspects of conflict that we wouldn 't 
nomrnlly have exposure to during a Battle 
Group exercise. Participants learned about 
advanced concepts such as interior & exte
rior lines of communication, operational 
deception, the varying leadership styles, 
logistics, Corps and Army level engineer
ing, culmination and how each contributed 

to the end result of the battles. Retired US 
Marines Col Mark Wakeman and Lt Col 
Brad Gerstbrein, both Directing Staff at the 
USMC Command & Staff College, and 
both Civi l War subject matter experts, pro
vided exceptional insight into the 
Frederick burg, Chancellor ville and 
Gettysburg Campaigns. 

Members of The Queen's Own became 
subject matter experts on a smaller scale as 
each participant was tasked with studying a 
particular aspect of one of the Battles and 
presenting his findings to the other 
Riflemen prior to each segment of the trip. 
The SMEs or Maj Banerjee would then 
expand the discussion to include other fac
tors for us to consider. 

The PD provided attendee with insight 
into the strengths and weaknesses of the 
various military leaders involved, as well as 
an understanding of each General's appetite 
for risk and propensity to gamble in the 
interest of ecuring victory. While the Civi l 
War Battles in question took place nearly 
one hundred and fifty years ago, and the 
methods of war-fighting have changed dra
matically since that time, the thoughts and 
actions of those involved in the US Civil 
War remain relevant and provide today's 
soldier with valuable knowledge from les
sons learned. 

In between travels to the various Civil War 

A the QOR Guard presented compli
ments, a special red and white wreath was 
laid adjacent to the Tomb, an impressive 
monwnent, carved from white marble and 
inscribed on its western side with the 
words: Here Rests In Honored Glory An 
American Soldier Known But To God. The 
CO, DCO and RSM met with the 3rd US 
Infantry Regiment, "The Old Guard" who 
are charged with Guarding the Tomb and 
providing duties for the White House. "The 
Queen 's Own" and "The Presidents ' Own" 
met in the ' bunker' at Arlington which is 
off limits to others and had a private brief
ing on the inner workings of the Guard. 
Both the US soldiers and the many tourists 
in attendance were moved by the respect 
offered from the Canadian visitors. 

Upon the laying of the wreath and conclu
sion of the forn1al ceremony, member of 
The Queen 's Own mingled with tbe gener
al public, some of whom had come a long 
way just to see the ceremony. An American 
visitor extended his hand to one of the 
Riflemen, with eyes welling up and said to 
him "You are wonderful allies. It is excel
lent you are here today." The gentleman 
was right - it was excellent to be there 
that day. 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE '1 BSD 
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"The Last Rifleman of the Second Rifles then left the building." 

There was an undercurrent of unease and 
foreboding among those of 2nd Battalion 
The Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada at the 
New Year's Eve dance held in Calgary's 
Currie Barracks to bring 1968 in . 
According to excerpts from the 1968 issue 
of Powder Horn, ever since the return of 
the Second Rifles from Cyprus the rumour 
net had been working overtime and many a 
couple had determined to make it a memo
rable New Year's Eve, for many felt it 
would be the last of such for the unit and 
the Home Station. Everyone knew that the 
Commanding Officer (LCol Neville 
Robinson) had been called suddenly to the 
Chief of Defence Staff's office in Ottawa 
and although he wasn 't talking, things 
seemed to be adding up. 

By early January the unit was thin on the 
ground by any count. From a comfortable 
700 all ranks in October, releases and a 
draft of220 all ranks to the First Rifles had 
put us close to the 400 mark and it was cer
tain that 1968 was going to see a lot of 
shuffling of personnel if we were going to 
be able to meet our commitments. 

In early March, the Brigade Commander 
returned from HQ Mobile Command and 
briefed the Commanding Officer on the 
news that the axe must fall, for the time 
being, at least, on the Second Rifles. 
Within the next few days all the key per
sonnel at the battalion were briefed on the 
salient points of when, how and whither. At 
that time the possible destinations for 
Second Rifles personnel were indicated as: 
First Rifles ; First Patricias; Airborne 
Regiment; European-based infantry units; 
miscellaneous postings. That is the way it 
worked out by August. The balance was 
about twice as many other ranks going to 
the Patricias as to the First Rifles, but five 
times as many officers going to the 
Airborne Regiment as to the Patricias and 
none to the First Rifles. 

The date for completion of reduction to nil 
strength, (meaning transferral to the CF 
Inactive List, also known as 
Supplementary Order of Battle) was given 
as "by 31 August, 1968." By agreement a 
planning date of 15 July was arranged so 
that everyone could go on leave after all 
the work concerned with the reduction was 

done and then report to their new units 
after leave. Among the miscellaneous post
ings the range ran from Rifleman Oscar 
Nielson going to CFHQ to ensure that con
struction engineering was kept properly 
informed, to LCol Neville Robinson going 
to Brussels as "Senior Staff Officer to the 
Canadian Military Representative to the 
NATO Military Committee in Permanent 
Session (SSOCMRNAMCPS) ." Within 
that range, Lt Brent MacDonald and MWO 
D.V Noble led a small group on posting to 
HMCS Cornwallis where they became the 
pioneers in the unified training of recruits 
for the sea and air environment. 

The Powder Horn report contained details 
of the last big exercise in which the Second 
Rifles took part - "Exercise Panther Leap" 
- in the Chilcotin Valley of British 
Columbia, where they were to assist the 
First Rifles in getting ready for a forth
coming exercise in Norway. "Exercise 
Cease Fire" was conducted while in what 
was described as "caribou country," and 
the First and Second Rifles lined their 
vehicles up side-by-side in the same area 
for the final night. Fires were built and the 
two battalions got together to swap yams 
and to reminisce. Came the dawn and The 
Second Battalion started its two-day drive 
to Calgary. 

Planning and Implementation 

During all these activities the battalion 
2/IC, Maj Phil Roy and his small "Red 
Group" were planning and implementing 
the final deta ils of the reduction to nil 
strength. Buildings, vehicles, band uni
forms, instruments, pioneer shop tools, 
sports stores, flags, pictures, furniture, 
shotguns, weapons, ammunition, drapes, 
trophies, disp lay cases, wall plaques, sil
ver, oil paintings - all were allotted a place, 
a priority and a date and somehow of other 
the 2/IC and his group seemed to always 
know where an item was due to change its 
status. Despite the administrative load, the 
professional advancement side still kept to 
its priority and courses in parachuting, 
weapons, mountain climbing and air sup
port received their quotas from Second 
Rifles . 

The time seemed to fly by with so much to 
do that that it sometimes looked as if we 

would not get it all done in time. A parade 
on the square at Currie Barracks was to be 
the battalion's last public appearance, but 
before that we would say goodbye publicly 
to the city that had been our home for 14 
years and whose people had given us such 
kindness and support. The 24th anniver
sary of D-Day was selected for the final 
Freedom of the City parade in Calgary. To 
symbolize the I 08 years of service of the 
regiment we paraded 108 strong with files 
of officers, warrants, NCOs and riflemen 
and only the Commanding Officer, his 
Second in Command, the Adjutant and 
Regimental Sergeant Major out of the 
ranks . It rained slightly as we formed up 
and then as we hit the corner north of City 
Hall the sun came out and stayed out. 

His Worship Mayor Jack Leslie inspected 
the troops and spoke to them with great 
sincerity and depth of feeling. It was 
Mayor Leslie who had been the spark of 
sending western beef to us in Cyprus. The 
memory of that wonderful steak on 
Calgary Day, 1967 may have given a little 
extra zest to the response to "Three Cheers 
for his Worship the Mayor." A regimental 
plaque mounted in a block of maple wood 
was presented by the battalion to the city 
and mayoral party then left by car for the 
Hudson 's Bay Company store where the 
saluting base was set up. The Battalion 
Bugles, whose strength was so low as to 
ensure this as their last performance, 
excelled themselves as they headed off 
down 9th Avenue with all stops out, the 
drums crashing and echoing off the build
ings in the street and the glockenspiels and 
bugles ringing high and clear for the 
crowds. We halted at Glenbow Museum 
and found that the time was but 11 :35 
hours, 35 minutes from start to finish! The 
Commanding Officer accused the Bugles ' 
drummers of beating closer to 160 to the 
minute than 140 but they stoutly affirmed 
their competence and confided that the 
echoes made it seem a faster beat. At any 
speed it was a great parade with a proper 
farewell to the city that had given us such a 
happy home. 

A luncheon for the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Controllers and City Marshal was held in 
the Home Station Officer's Mess and 
appropriate regimental shields given to the 
mayor and City Marshal. Thereafter all 
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repaired to the sports field where our 
neighbours the Fort Garry Horse and the 
battalion were locked in a well-played 
game of fastball. When the FGH arrived in 
Calgary it was quickly recognized that this 
was the armoured regiment that had sup
ported us on D-Day and most of the way 
through North-West Europe. The two regi
ments shared 14 Battle Honours and one of 
them, of course, was Normandy. Thus it 
had developed that each year on 6 June one 
regiment entertained the other and, appro
priately, it fell to the Second Rifles to be 
hosts in 1968. Beer and steak is a pretty 
oldierly mixture and 700 steaks and a gal

lon or two of draft finished the day for all. 

The Commander of Mobile Command, 
LGen W.A.B. Anderson OBE, had agreed 
to name the sports field in Currie Barracks 
"Rifles Field" to mark the 14 years that the 
Home Station, The Queen 's Own Rifles of 
Canada had spent there. Second Rifles pro
vided a commemorative wall on the slope 
behind the goalposts with a regimental 
plaque inset into the masonry. The wall 
was set in place before the day of the 
farewell parade so that LGen Anderson and 
Colonel of the Regiment J.G.K. Strathy 
QBE could see the finished job after the 
parade. 

The parade itself was not a battalion parade 
but was a 1 Combat Group parade to say 
farewell to the Second Rifles . The format 
was different from the kind of ceremonial 
parade we were used to and there were two 
types and speeds of arms drill on parade 
for the Commanding Officer (who was 
Parade Commander) to cope with. The 
parade started after The Lord Strathcona 's 
Horse (Royal Canadians) Regimental Band 
had entertained the crowd of 3,000 specta
tors . The Combat Group units based in 
Calgary then marched on under command 
of a Fort Garry Horse squadron command
er. They then formed a hollow square. The 
Second Rifles then marched on behind the 
Bugles of the Rifles Cadets who wereplay
ing like the western champions they are 
and the Combat Group presented arms. We 
halted in the hollow square and faced the 
saluting base. At 1900 hours the 
Commander Mobile Command, accompa
nied by the Colonel of the Regiment, 
arrived. 
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A presentation was made by the 
Commanding Officer to the President of 
the Kinsmen Camp Horizon for Crippled 
Children. This took the form of cheque for 
enough money to send 14 boys to the camp 
(one for each year of the battalion 's exis
tence) and this cheque was attached to a 
horned regimental plaque which the 
President stated would be placed over the 
firep lace of the main lodge to remind the 
boys of the battalion which had assisted 
them in any number of ways. 

The Sunset Ceremony started after LGen 
Anderson and Col Strathy had spoken to 
the parade. The battalion flag was flying 
next to the Canadian flag and after a mag
nificent performance by the Strathconas 
Band and the QOR of C Cadet Bugles, 
both bands played the evening hymn 
together and the flags came down. It was a 
beautiful western evening with the Rockies 
outlined in golds and blues. There was just 
a faint breeze, enough to lift the folds of 
the Second Rifles flag and give the effect 
of a a wounded bird fluttering its wings 
and striving desperately to stay up, falling 
inexorably ever downwards. 

"Auld Lang Syne" 

The Commanding Officer marched for
ward and asked LGen Anderson to place 
the Second Rifles flag in the trust of the 
Colonel of The Regiment until it should be 
required again. Col Strathy accepted the 
flag on that understanding and it will now 
remain in the custody of successive 
Colonels of the Regiment until the day of 
recall for the Second Battalion. He then 
requested permission to march past and 
march off for the last time. The Second 
Rifles, including its contingent from the 
Regimental Depot, making it a true Home 
Station parade, then right turned, marched 
to the Ceremonial Gates, wheeled, wheeled 
again and then marched past for the last 
time to the Regimental March, "The 
Buffs." Without stopping or changing pace 
the Second Battalion then marched off the 
parade square to the tune of "Auld Lang 
Syne." With the single drummer beating 
the Co lonel 's drum, the Pioneer axes 
reflecting the last rays of the twilight, the 
companies in column of route with rank 
after rank of chests with the blue and white 

of the United Nations medals, Second 
Battalion, The Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada marched off the parade square of 
Currie Barracks at 2055 hours on 15 July, 
1968 and into the pages of history. 

That was the way the battalion finished its 
public life as a battalion, but in The Rifles we 
are all Riflemen and so the following day a 
different and private parade was held. A 
parade for each Rifleman. The battalion 
formed in the Drill Hall and the 
Commanding Officer thanked them all for 
that had been achieved and reminded them 
that they were young and that the future ws 
in their hands. The battalion then presented 
LCol Robin on with a regimental gift and 
thereafter each member of the battalion 
received hi s battalion memento and a 
farewell handshake from the Commanding 
Officer. The officers, meanwhile, had 
formed into a single rank leading to the exit 
door and as each member, armed with his 
leave pass and memento, filed out to his own 
future, he shook hands with every officer. 
Then followed the corporals, the sergeants, 
the warrant officers, lieutenants, captains 
and majors, until the 2/IC had gone. 

The building was the one which Second 
Rifles had used to form up each flight for 
Cyprus, where the wives and children had 
said goodbye to their men, the regimental 
birthday parties had been held there, we 
had done our indoor PT in it, played floor 
hockey and paraded there when the weath
er had been too "inclement" to parade out
side. Was there an echo of voices past up in 
those dark rafters? Was there a faint sound 
of young soldiers singing the ribald songs 
of soldiers, a fading echo of words of com
mand and the sounds of the Bugles? 
Probably not. It was quiet in that building 
and memories can stir the imagination. 

The last Rifleman of the Second Rifles 
then left the building. 

The precreding is a chapter from the 
updated regimental history book cur
rently being written by Charles 
McGregor, for publication in 2013. To 
offer memoirs or make suggestions on 
the book's content, contact the author at 
mcc@sympatico.ca. or at 1152 Ashcroft 
Court, Oshawa, ON LlK 2 9.) 

Visit the OCJR \Nebpage at www.qar.com 
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News clips from BC Regimental Association activities 

Adrienne and Nellie Hovestad, members of 
the Nanaimo, BC, Queen 's Own Rifles of 
Canada Association have donated a poppy
themed "Quilt of Remembrance Day" to the 
Vancouver Island Branch which has now 
been presented to Broadmere Veterans' Care 
Centre in Victoria for display. The 
Hovestads, who came to Canada from 
Doom, Holland, first saw a simiJar quilt at 
Juno Beach Centre, obtained the pattern and 
had one made in Canada. 

It is one of a series of similar quilts also 

Youngsters in Doorn, Holland, who have 
taken responsibi lity for looking after a 
Queen 's Own Rifles memorial plaque in 
their hometown sent a New Year's salute 
to their friends in Canada. In the photo at 
left they are saluting following the annual 
Remembrance Day Ceremony held in 

being made across Canada through the aus
pices of the Royal Canadian Legion and 
donated to places like veterans' care centres 
and/or RCL branches as a means of com
memorating those who gave their lives in 
war and honouring those veterans who are 
with us today. 

Vanlsle Branch member Herb Pitts said that, 
"Because of our close ties to Broad.mead, a 
care facility for veterans and seniors we pre
sented it for use there. We intended it to be 
displayed a a backdrop for the annual 

May. The Queen 's Own Rifles liberated 
Doom in 1945 and 67 years later the resi
dents have not forgotten and their children 
and grandchildren keep the flame of 
memory alive. The "A" Team, as they call 
themselves, are supported by members of 
the regimental as ociation and Legion 

Major Murray Edwards lays a 
Remembrance Day Wreath at 

Saanich Cenotaph in BC. 

Remembrance Day ceremony when memo
rial services are held there for veterans. It 's 
pretty big but Tom Martin and I developed 
a method of display that was mobi le, stable, 
free-standing and appropriate for use any
where in the building. It was first displayed 
in ovember, 201 1 and was such a hit 
and so appreciated that, of this date, it's still 
on display." 

members in British Columbia. MGen 
Herb Pitts, CD, MC, said that: "We thank 
the kids for their dedication to keeping 
our regimenta l badge clean. We will meet 
with them and visit the memoria l during 
our National Association fall tour." 

STANDING ON GUARD SINCE 1 BSD 
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Photo Parade 

D-Day veteran Jack Martin gets a front row seat as gue t of 
honour at Toronto City Hall Square. 

Inspecting Office LCol John Fotheringham, CD chats 
with Cpl Kendell Reid at 2881 Queen's Own Rifles 
Cadet Corps annual inspection. 

"Rifleman of the Year" Cpl Rajeev Sowamber receives 
the award from Flora Wilson whose late husband Maj 
A.D.R. Wilson was a former CO. 

D-Day veteran Jack Martin, guest of honour at D-Day Plus 67 
celebrations at Toronto City Hall Square was welcomed by 
Mayor Rob Ford. 

Maj Sandi Banerjee, CD received a Commander's Commendation 
for outstanding service to the Mission in Afghanistan. 

STANDING ON GUARCJ SINCE 1 BSD 
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Photo Parade 

Guy Bowie (left) presented Commanding Officer LCol Peter St. 
Denis with a compass belonging to Lt. William Reddock, a for
mer member of The Queen's Own Rifles who had been killed 
near Vimy Ridge in 1917. Mr. Bowie said "He and his older 
brother Samuel had previously served with 2nd Bn The Queen 's 
Own Rifles from 1905-1909. William enlisted in the QOR's 
166th Bn in 1916, on his brother's birthday. Samuel was killed 
the year before at Festubert serving with the 3rd (Toronto) Bn. 
At the time of his death, Lt Reddock had been transferred to the 
54th (Central Ontario) Bn. After his death the compass was 
among personal items sent to his fiancee in Toronto and ended 
up with a family friend who passed it recently to Mr. Bowie. 
"He apparently received the compass as a gift, since it's 
engraved to him as a member of the 166th Bn, and it still works 
perfectly," he said. It will be displayed in the Regimental 
Museum at Casa Loma. 

(Photo by Norm Betts) 

On his 90th birthday, family members got together with D-Day veteran and 
bugler WO Teddy O'Halloran at his home in Guelph, Ontario. 

Fom1er Toronto Branch President CWO/RSM (ret.) Brian 
Budden presents a Christmas basket to D-Day veteran Jack 
Leggett at Sunnybrook. He is accompanied by Padre John 
Niles, Maj (ret.) Harry Rollo and Padre Daniel Saugh. 

Residents of the village of Wons, which was liberated by The Queen's Own in 1945, stand as they observe two minutes of si lence dur
ing annual Remembrance Day ceremonies in May. Silent honour is paid to the memory of members of The Queen's Own at the memo
rial in the vi llage. 

Visit the CilOR webpage at www.qor.com 
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Queen's Own Rifles First Aid Team are 32 CBG competition winners 

Members of The Queen's Own Rifles First Aid team with the trophy they were awarded for placing first in the recent 32 Canadian 
Brigade Group competition. Back row (L to R): Cpl Jordan Samuel, Cpl Kate Mills, Cpl Joe Jorgenson, Cpl Dominque Arseneau, Cpl 
Cameron Conacher, Cpl Dave Franczak. Front row (L to R): Cpl Rob Byng, MCpl Allan Ki s, MCpl Henry Biggs. 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada's Fir t 
Aid Team celebrated the regiment's 152nd 
birthday by winning the LCol Ian Sinclair 
Trophy at the second annual 32 Canadian 
Brigade Group First Aid Competition, held 
at Mos Park Armoury on 28 April 2012. A 
total of ten Brigade teams competed in the 
competition, in which The Toronto Scottish 
were second and the 48th Highlanders 
third. 

Team leader and trainer, MCpl Allan Ki s, 
said that, "We came third last year so we 
were determined to improve on that this 
year. We were the top infantry unit last year 
and it 's interesting to see that the first three 
teams this year were also from infantry reg
iments." Last year's winners were 709 
Communications Regt, with The Queen's 
York Rangers (RCAC) in second place. 

Each team had eight members (plus a 
coach and a spare) and the competition 
consisted of four 20-minute scenarios, one 
for each pair of first-aiders. "The scenarios 
were set up by members of St. John 
Ambulance, who were also the judges. 

Their cenarios simulated reali tic first aid 
possibilities with live patients with casual
ty-simulation make-up to reflect injuries," 
MCpl Kiss said. "Broken limbs, medica l 
emergencies, gro s bleed and head/spina l 
injuries were some of the problems we 
faced. The patients were all army cadets, 
and we owe them our thank for their par
ticipation." 

MCpl Kiss added that "Our win was par
ticularly sweet for us since the Tor Scots 
and the 48th had medics as their coaches, 
while we did not. The Queen 's Own First 
Aid Team's hard work and practice obvi
ously paid off as we scored the highest in 
three out of the four scenarios. We proved 
that not only does The Queen's Own teach 
the best first aid in the Brigade, but we also 
do the best first aid in the Brigade!" 

In addition to MCpl Allan Ki s, team mem
bers were MCpl Henry Bigg (team coach), 
Cpls Cameron Conacher, Dominique 
Arseneau, Dave Franczak, Jordan Samuel, 
Kate Mills, Rob Byng and Joe Jorgenson. 
Training with the team during the year but 

unable to be present for the competition 
were Sgt Mike Currie and Cpls Alex 
Zimin, Tim Lo and Graham Humphrey. 

"The Queen ' Own First Aid Team mem
bers of the past two years have consistently 
shown themselves to be a fine group of sol
diers. The unit's generous support has 
helped us to succeed and we hope we can 
spread our training and experience within 
the unit as well as the rest of the Brigade" 
MCpl Kiss said. 

Cpl Joe Jorgenson with the LCol Ian 
Sinclair Trophy, symbolic of first place 
in the 32 CBG First Aid Team 
competition. 

Visit the CilOR webpage at www.qor.com 
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Maritimes-Newfoundland Branch planning a celebration for 2015 

It is most certainly understood that our 
geography makes it difficult to get every
one together for coffee breaks, meetings 
and gatherings of any kind. Unlike other 
associations, we are spread from coast to 
coast to coast. However, with today's tech
nology, most ofus are as close to each other 
as the keyboard. BUT, this is not true for 
some of our members who do not have 
computers. Therefore, we must ensure they 
are continually informed by surface mail. If 
we don't keep them informed, then they 
quickly lose interest and consequently we 
lose them as members. 

Those of you who have visited our web site 
http://www.qor-east.com are aware of our 
plans for the late spring period. Since this 
issue of Rifleman will not be available to 
National Association members until early 
June, details of our doings will appear on 
our web ite as well as on qor.com. 

Our plan was to rendezvous in May at 
Marystown, a community on the south 
coast of Newfoundland on the Burin 
Peninsula. After a night of meet and greet 
the program called for a scenic boat trip to 
visit Jim Sheppard's Museum in Rencontre 
East. (You can view some pictures from the 
museum at http://www.photos.qor
east.com.) Next event was to brush up on 
our linguistic skills with a visit to the 
French Islands of Saint-Pierre-et
Miquelon. It 's like a little Paris in France, 

Ben Turpin and Jim Sheppard 

and always a most enjoyable experience. 

Another major project lies ahead. We have 
plans underway to enjoy a full weekend of 
activities at Gander, NL in the summer of 
2015. To commemorate the 75th anniver
sary of the presence of The Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada in Botwood and Gander 
there will be presentations of a bronze 
commemorative plaque to each of the two 
towns. 

Anyone having pictures or stories of that 
event should share them with Jim Sheppard 
at P 0 . Box 13, Rencontre East, NL., A0H 
2C0 or e-mail him at: 
slimjim@nf.sympatico.ca. More details of 
this historic event will be provided on our 
web site and on qor.com as the project 
unfolds. We would hope it would attract a 
large contingent of members of the regi
mental family for what will be a busy and 
fun-filled weekend get-together. So make 
your plans. 

If you have any comments or suggestions 
for these or any other events, please email 
Ben Turpin (ben@qor-east.com) and your 
executive will take a serious look at them 
and respond. 

Meanwhile, Jim Sheppard has been busy, 
working on obtaining the Republic of 
Korea (ROK) Medals and U.S . 
Appreciation Certificates for two Korean 

War veterans in the St. John 's area. Wayne 
Thomas has submitted the name of one 
from Lewisporte. The presentations will be 
made once the medals are received, expect
ed to happen around the end of March. 
(Has this taken place? If so, any photos 
available?) 

John Shapter, who is also a member of the 
Peacekeeper Association, participated in 
providing a bean supper to the veterans at 
the Veterans Pavilion in St. John's. 

The Executive would like to pass on our 
sincere appreciation and thanks to all mem
bers who have come back into the fold . We 
were on a downward swing but have 
rebounded to 32 paid-up members to date. 
Our belief is that membership in the asso
ciation should bring its privileges and your 
executive is working towards that end. We 
would appreciate each and every member's 
participation in helping us recruit new 
members. There are plenty out there who 
would love to know about the Queen's Own 
Rifles Associations. 

A reminder: If you are aware of a member, 
who is hospitalized or in a home, please 
take a few minutes out of your busy sched
ule and pay them a short visit, they will 
appreciate it and so will your executive. As 
one example, earlier this year Ed Jackman 
paid a visit to Mervin Chislett, who i cur
rently in a seniors ' complex in Carbonear. 

Seeking all Queen's Own Rifles World War Two veterans 
We would like to start a listing of all surviving members of The Queen's Own who served in the Second 
War. This list, which includes D-Day veterans, is just the start. If you'd like to be on this list, or know 
someone who should be, send the name and address and information on when you/they served to:Charles 
McGregor, qorpubs@sympatico.ca or 1152 Ashcroft Court, Oshawa, ON, LJK 2N9. 

World War II Veterans 
* Alec Adair, Belleville 
*Fred Barnard, Uxbridge 
"Duke" Bellis, Sunnybrook 
George Beardshaw, London 
*Bill Bettridge, Brampton 
Edward Butler, Scarborough 
Ray Collins, Burlington 
Louis Curran, Sunnybrook 
Bob Firlotte, Scarborough 
Frank Goddard, Kincardine 
*Simon Goldenthal, Toronto, 

*Harold Goss, Toronto, 
* Alec Greer, Port Carling 
* Jack Hadley, Toronto 
*Bill Ives, Waubashene 
*Ken Jameson, Iroquois Falls 
Ernie Kells, Gibbons, BC 
* Jack Leggatt, Synnybrook 
*Nils Lindenas, Beamsville 
* Jim McCullough, Loretto 
Ken McLarty, Lanark 
* Jack Martin, Toronto 
*Ted O'Halloran, Orillia 

* John O'Neill , Fredericton, NB 
David Peat, Kindsersley, SK 
Gord Peterson, Sunnybrook 
*Bill Ross, Montreal 
*Roy Shaw, Barrie 
Sydney Stocks, Niagara Falls 
* James Tran, Collingwood 
* Joseph Wagar, Red Deer, AB 
* Jim Wilkins, Toronto 

*D-Day Veterans 

Visit the GOR webpage at www.qor.com 
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OBITUARIES OF QOR of C MEMBERS 

Regimental Sergeant Major Harry Fox, MBE 
Peacefully, in ms 98th year, on 
May 23rd 2011 at the Markham
Stouffville Hospital, Harry Fox, a 
World War II veteran with The 
Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada 
and The Hastings and Prince 
Edward Regiment. Mr. Fox was 
born in England in 1914 and came 
to Canada in I 920. He worked at 
the T. Eaton Company on Queen 
St. in Toronto, from 1929 until his 
retirement in 1976. He is prede
ceased by ms parents Albert & 
Jane, brother, William, sister, 
Jennie, wife Catherine, and 

daughter Margaret and Rhoda. He leaves to mourn ms passing, 
Sheila McRae, her husband Steve and their daughter Shea, hi 
grandson Sean, wife Donna, and their family, as well as grand
daughter Lynda, her husband Ralph and her family. 

# 1. Leaving the church with pallbearer from The 
Queen 's Own Rifles and the Ha tings/Prince 
Edward Regt. ; 

#2. RSM Harry Fox, MBE, Cap, Medals and 
Sword.; 
#3. La t Po t i ounded at the graveside by Sgt 
Jonas Feldman. 

RSM Harry Fox MEE, truly a "Gentleman ' was buried following a 
military funeral attended by member of The Queen 's Own Rifles of 
Canada and The Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment. RSM Fox 
was a pre-war member of The Queen's Own Rifles and was with the 
Regiment in England training for the invasion of Europe when he 
wa seconded to the "Hasty P's" who, at the time, were fighting up 
the boot of Italy. The secondment was to be of three months dura
tion to give RSM Fox experience of combat wmch would serve him 
in good stead leading member of The Queen's Own Rifles when the 
invasion came. The three months extended into many more, howev
er, and he did not rejoin m first Regiment in Northwest Europe 
until after the fall of Italy. He was living with friends in Stouffville, 
Ontario, until being hospitalized only a short wmle ago. As one of 
the veterans who never failed to attend Regimental events, the pass
ing of RSM Harry Fox, MEE, is truly marks the end of an era for 
The Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada. 

Visit the OCR \Nebpage at \N\N\N.qor.com 
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LCol Barnett J. (Barney) Danson, PC, CC. LLD (Hon), OM (Fr) 

More than 500 mourners attended the funeral in Toronto on Sunday, 

23 October, 2011 ofLCol Barney Danson, PC, CC, a World War Two 

veteran ofThe Queen's Own Rifles of Canada and the regiment's for

mer Honorary Lieutenant Colonel. LCol Danson passed away quiet

ly in Toronto at age 90 on Tuesday, 18 October. Included among 

those present were the Chief of Canadian Defence Staff, Gen Walt 

Natynczyk, CMM, MSC, CD, former Prime Minister Jean Chretien 

and former Ontario Premier Bob Rae. Also present, in addition to rel

atives and friends, were serving and retired members of the regiment 
and of the Regimental Association. 

Eulogies were given by Queen 's Own Rifles former Commanding 

Officer John Fotheringham CD, former Canadian Prime Minister 

Jean Chretien, former Ontario Premier Bob Rae and LCol Danson's 

sons John, Peter and Tim. Two of his grand-children quoted excerpts 
from his autobiography, ''Not Bad for a Sergeant," which he wrote in 

2002. ''Last Post'' and "Reveille" were sounded by Queen's Own 

Rifles Bugler Sgt Jonas Feldman. Interment was at Holy Blossom 

Memorial Park, Scarborough, where "Last Post" and "Reveille" were 

sounded by Queen 's Own Rifles Bugler George Walford. 

In his eulogy, LCol Fotheringhan1 said that: "About a year ago, I got 

up the nerve to ask Barney what he 'd like for his funeral , from a 

Regimental standpoint, so that he knew what he was getting. I think 

that all of us would like that. I didn 't know what to expect, but his 

eyes lit up and he said, 'I'm so glad that you brought that up! ', and 

then proceeded to detail about a dozen very specific points that he 

would entrust to me and Leonard Levy, his childhood friend and fel

low veteran, to coordinate. And he started by telling me that "in the 

Danson family, membership is invariably I 00% fatal." 

Most of you are familiar with Barney 's military history - he joined 

the Regiment in December 1938 with his best friend, Freddy Harris. 

Barney was a Sergeant when he arrived in England with the QOR in 

1941, and he was in Canada on officer training when Freddy was 

killed in action on D-Day on June 6, 1944. Lieutenant Danson 

rejoined the Regiment a month later and was severely wounded in 

Normandy in August, ending his war. He became our Honorary 

Lieutenant Colonel in 1975. 

In the QOR Officers' Mess is a picture of all of our officers who were 

killed in World War 2. Barney would look at that picture and tell us 

a story about each one. He called them "forever young", and would 

muse about what great things they might have done had they sur

vived. Well, he did survive, and he came home to do great things; 

have a wonderful family, and continue to serve this country and our 

Regiment well until death. Just four weeks ago, he and Mrs. Isobel 

Danson attended our Change of Command parade at Moss Park 

Amoury. 

In his book, Barney said "I never cease to wonder why I have been 

so blessed while wartime friends had their lives cut tragically short. 

I like to think that I kept my promise to those friends to be part of 

efforts to make Canada a better place. That is the least I could have 

done, both to honour their sacrifice and to show my gratitude for all 

that I have received." 

LCol Fotheringham concluded by saying that, "To the 250 serving 

soldiers ofThe Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, with over 75 riflemen 

having served in Afghanistan, including most members of the pall

bearer party, Barney was a link to our proud history. To us he was a 

hero, a trusted advisor, and a friend to all. He was quite the man, and 

a nice one at that. He bled Rifle Green, and he will be sorely missed." 

Visit the GCJR webpage at www.qor.com 
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Major (Ret'd) Byron Burton Victor (Vic) Tweedy, CD 
Major Vic Tweedy 
passed away at 
home in Sooke, 

BC, on October 9 
201 I, in his 80th 
year. Born in 
Toronto June 30, 

1931 , he wa the 
son of the late 
Forre t Byron and 
Una (nee Southall) 

Tweedy. He was raised and educated in We ton, Ontario, graduating 
from Weston Collegiate and Vocational School in 1949. He attended 
Victoria College, University of Toronto for one year. Major Tweedy 
served over 33 years with the Canadian Army (Regular) and 
Canadian Armed Forces from I 951 to 1984, with I st Bn, The 
Canadian Guard , as Quartermaster 1st Bo The Queen 's Own Rifles 
of Canada in Germany and The Royal Canadian Ordnance Corp 
until unification of the Force when he became a member of 
Logi tics Branch. A true United Nations and NATO soldier about 
fourteen years of Major Tweedy's service was spent overseas in 

Korea, Japan, Lebanon, Cyprus, Vietnam and Germany, three times. 
A graduate ofThe Canadian Army Staff College, he held a variety of 
command, staff and other appointment throughout Canada and 

Sergeant Ken U mpherville 
To Louise Umpherville.from MGen Herb Pitts, MC CD, on the occa
sion of Ken Umpherville s passing in July 2011. 

We knew each other for a long time and shared some of our back
ground on becoming Riflemen - in my ca e in May, 1954 and I 
believe Ken arrived at about the same time. We served together in 
both battalions. In I st Battalion I was the Adjutant that igned 
Posting and Movement Orders for the platoon from C Coy going to 
the Nuclear Te t in Nevada in Augu t 1957. That was an episode not 
shared by many and those that did bonded strongly, with Ken in the 

lead in some ways when advocates were needed. 

In 1962 - 64 he was in D Coy of 2nd Battalion, which I command
ed. One vivid recollection of an exerci e which involved our compa
ny: We were ordered to do a quick crossing of the flooded Ribstone 
Creek, without benefit of a recce. The Engineers got us landed on the 
"far shore" which after their boats left wa nowhere near the far 
bank! We got put onto a flooded little island and had to swim, dog

paddle and wade for most of the next two hours to get everyone 

abroad. Major Tweedy's last posting was to Headquarters Maritime 
Command (Pacific) in 1981 at which time he took up residence in 
Sooke, where he resided until the time of his death. An inveterate 
traveller, there are few part of the world which Major Tweedy did 
not explore. He prided himself on having visited more than eventy 
nations. Though he remained single until his late fifties, Byron 
became a devoted family man and is sadly missed by his beloved 
wife, Margarita Mancera Tweedy (nee Canedo), and their daughter, 
Byrona Sophia Michelle Tweedy both of Sooke. He also leaves a 
son Doctor Christopher Charles Peachell McClure of Florida, USA 
and grandchildren, Michael Joseph, Laura Eli e, Addie Rose 
Peacbell McClure and Grace Peachell McClure. Meeting his then 21-
year-old on in 1986, for the first time, was a highlight of Byron's 
life. Byron was a member of Branch 54 Royal Canadian Legion, 
Sooke; several Royal Ordnance Corps Associations; the Canadian 
Coast Guards A ociation; the Royal United Service Institute; the 
Sunshine Club (hiking); the Outdoor Club of Victoria (hiking); and 
the Adoption Council of British Columbia. At his request, Major 
Tweedy was given a Legion funeral by the Sooke Branch. Interment 
in the family plot, Hillcrest Cemetery, Smith Falls, Ontario. Though 
he had never lived there, he considered his roots to be there. Hi 
Tweedy forebears had all lived out their live in that area from the 
time of their arrival in Canada from what is now Eire in 1832, until 

his father's departure in the 1920s. 

across afely. Ken was singled out to take the lead in finding the 
route, which he did. Thi needed a lot of determination, strength and 
common sense and plain "guts". Most ofus involved in that crossing 

will not forget it. 

I met Ken's brother on a visit to Saskatchewan after both Keo and 
I had retired. I recall he'd been a Rifleman during the Second 
World War and Ken was very proud of him. Over a few beers at 
the Legion, I suspect that connection led him to the Queen's Own 
after the PPCLI in the early years. Ken was every bit a very dedi
cated soldier. Like mo t, he had some tough times to deal with but 
throughout managed to perform in a profe ional manner. He was 
a good leader and posses ed skills which he shared and which 

were models for others. 

I was privi leged to have served with him and to have known him a 
well as I did. I'll remember him with gratitude and affection. "Rest 

Ea y Soldier. Your Duty is Done." 

Visit the O.OR webpage at www.qar.com 
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Lieutenant Colonel John Gerard Brakenridge Strathy CD 

LCol John Strathy CD, and Mrs. Jane Strathy were the first to 
weclome HRH Princess Alexandra KC, GCVO to Casa Loma 
during the regiment's 150th anniversary celebrations. 

Passed away peacefully and suddenly from complications of Lou 

Gehrig's Disease (ALS) on July 28, 2011 surrounded by his family. 

Born, Toronto, Ontario, January 8, 1934. Son of Colonel James 

Gowan Kirkpatrick Strathy (deceased) and Catherine Millard 

(Cockburn) Strathy (deceased). Educated at Trinity College School, 

Port Hope, Ontario and Jarvis Collegiate, Toronto, Ontario. Survived 

by his loving wife and best friend of 53 years, Jane Eleanor (nee 

Thornton) and cherished children, Philip Alexander Strathy 
(Jeannette), David Ellis Strathy (Rita) and Pippa Catherine Hill

Strathy (Charles Hi ll) and by his six grandchildren, Tristan and 

Elspeth Strathy, Gerard Strathy, and Mackenzie, Adrienne and Mary 

Jane Hill-Strathy. John was a caring, enthusiastic father, grandfather 

and devoted husband who loved his golf and embraced life. John's 

military career included service in The Queen's Own Rifles of 

Canada which in 1969 he was promoted by his father to Lieutenant 

Colonel to command the Militia unit until 1972 when he retired to 

the supplementary reserve. During his tenure in the Canadian Forces 

John was awarded the Canada Centennial medal and the Canada 

Forces Decoration. John maintained a life- long commitment to The 

Queen's Own Rifles. John's business career began at Associates 

Capital Corporation as a Financial Representative and subsequently 

grew to Senior Vice-President-Treasurer. Then in 1979 he created 

Strathy Investments Ltd. and as a portfolio manager and investment 

adviser he was active in the company until his retirement in 1999. 

Subsequently he remained as Chairman. John held various responsi

bilities in the Toronto Community, Governor of York-Finch General 
Hospital, Director and President of The York Club, Chair of The 

Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Trust Fund. He also served The 

Canadian Corps of Comrnissionaires as a Director and National 

Chair. He was a Life Governor of Trinity College School. A 

memorial service was held in St. Paul's Bloor Street, 227 Bloor 

Street East, Toronto, on Wednesday, August 3rd. 

Rifleman Henry J. (Hank) Killham, D-Day Veteran 
Passed away at Sunnybrook Veterans Centre, L Wing on 

July 12, 20 11 . He was a good man, loved by his wife 

Velma and after her early death, by his dear Patricia. He 

served his country proudly as a member of The Queen's 

Own Rifles of Canada, landing at Juno Beach on D-Day. 

He worked hard his entire life to support and care for his 

family. He was a gentle, caring man who treated everyone 

he met with kindness and respect. His children, grand

children and their families will take his memory with 

them as they live their lives promoting the values he 

taught them. The family extends a special thank you to the 

amazing nursing and recreational team at the Veterans 

Centre who provided such kind and compassionate care to 

him and to his family in his final days. 

QOR Padres Capt John 
Niles and Capt Daniel 
Saugh and RSM (Ret.) 
Brian Budden with Hank 
Kilham at Sunnybrook in 
2010. 

Visit the GOR webpage at www.qar.com 
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Major Peter C. Rea 
Shortly before 11 a.m. on Thursday, 11 November, Remembrance 

Day, 20 I 0, D-Day veteran Major Peter C. Rea passed away quietly in 

his 95th year. As a proud member of The Queen's Own Rifles of 

Canada, he was in the first wave of soldiers to go ashore on D-Day, 

where he was severely wounded. After several months of recupera

tion, he returned to his regiment and fought until the end of the war. 

Peter Rea was a young lieutenant in Major H.E. (Ellie) Dalton's A 

Company on D-Day. Two 1/C wa Captain Dick Medland and 

Company Sergeant Major was Charlie Martin. A Company touched 

down on the right edge of Nan White Sector on Juno Beach short

ly after 8 a.m. , facing the heavily defended wall behind which lay 

the resort town ofBemieres-sur-Mer. Met by heavy enemy enfilade 

fire they pounded up the beach, taking heavy casualties in the 

process, eventually scrambling over the sea-wall en route to their 

initial objective, the railway line. 

Lt Rea 's No. 9 Platoon, in its location on the extreme right flank, 

found itself facing deadly fire from an 88mm gun who e presence 

hadn 't been noted in air photos of this area that they had studied 

before the invasion. It created serious problems, killing or wound

ing two-thirds of the platoon's members, including Rea, who was 

wounded twice. The following day, while his wounds were being 

treated by a member of the RCAMC, a mortar shell landed nearby 

Master Corporal Peter Czulinski 
Peter passed away peacefully at the age 

of 45, surrounded by his family, at 

Credit Valley Hospital, Mississauga on 

Thursday, May 3, 2012. Beloved and 

cherished husband of Heidi (nee 

Gottschlich). Much-loved and fun-lov

ing dad of Emily, Colin and Adam. 

Loving son of Winifred and the late 

Tadeusz and brother of Irene, Joanna, 

Joe, Winnie, Steve, and Kathy. An 

Acting Captain with Toronto Fire 

and Rea was wounded a third time. Following treatment and recu

peration at a hospital in England, he recovered sufficiently from his 

wounds that he was able to return to his regiment where, now Major 

Rea, he was a company commander on 28 March, 1945, when The 

Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada crossed the Rhine into Germany, 

the end of the war now only a little more than a few weeks of hard 

fighting away. 

In his 94 years, he showed all round athletic prowess, winning the 

first ever squash doubles championship at the Toronto Racquet 

Club and reaching the finals of the club championship at the 

Toronto Golf Club in 1962. For many years he was one of the lead 

batsmen for the Oakville Cricket Club and played a good game of 

tennis at the Oakville Club. 

In 1952, he moved to Oakville to manage the first branch of the 

Bank of Nova Scotia there. In the same year he bought the house 

that he lived in until a few days ago. He and his late wife Kay were 

both active in various charities within the Oakville community. In 
the final week of his Life, he was still living in his own home, enter

taining his family, playing a winning game of bridge at the local 

bridge club watching a DVD on the fundamentals of music and 

wondering if the Leafs would ever win another hockey game. 

Services, MCpl Czulinski served with The Queen 's Own Rifles of 

Canada from 1986 until 1993. A qualified Airborne Rifleman he was 

also a graduate of the Airborne Indoctrination Course. As a member 

of the Toronto Branch of the Regimental Association he had partici

pated in the regiment 's 150th anniversary celebration in 20 I 0. A 

funeral service was held in Mississauga on Wednesday, May 9, 2012. 

The family suggests that donations could be made in Peter's memo

ry to Camp BUCKO (Burn Camp for Kids in Ontario), Credit Valley 

Hospital Foundation or to Trinity Church, Streetsville. 

''We Will Remember Them'' 

Visit the GOR webpage at vvwvv.qor.com 
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In Memoriam 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE QUEEN' S OWN RIFLES HAVE PASSED AWAY 

"WE WILL REMEMBER THEM" 

William Ross (Bill) Bailey 

Frank Battersill 

Garvin Ross (Gabby) Bruner (3 PPCLI) 

Robert Freeman Budgell 

Brian Casey 

Captain JEG (Buzz) Currie 

Peter Czulinski 

LCol Barney Danson 

Marcel Daoust 

RSM Harry Fox MBE 

Howard Frederick Goss 

Alex Kemp (2009) 

Hank Killham (D-Day Veteran) 

Ronald Gordon King 

Ronald W. Kinnersley 

BGen Kip Kirby 

Leonard Laird 

John Laventis 

Frank Mascaro 

MWO Don J. McDonell 

Leo McGrath 

Frank Oertel (Orvell) 

Capt Paul Peevers 

Ed Peterson 

Leonard Quinlan 

Major Peter Rea 

Robert (Rollie) Rollman 

David Stones 

LCol J.G.B Strathy 

Sgt Ken U mpherville 

Roy Waterfield 

Maj Vic Tweedy 

Paul Zmean (Harry McCabe) 

STAN CJ ING ON GUARCJ SINCE 1 BSD 






