


What excellent news that, after a gap 

of ten years, the Regiment is planning to publish 

a magazine again. 

I am sure that "The Rifleman" will be 

greatly appreciated by members of The Queen's 

Own Rifles of Canada, past and present, as a 

means of keeping in touch with recent events and 

I shall look forward with pleasure to receiving 

a copy. 

I would like to send my warmest good 

wishes to you all. 
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A Message From the Honorary Colonel 

It is with great interest and pleasure that I have 
watched the resurrection of a Regimental chronicle and 
the instituting of a newsletter occur this year. The 
Queen's Own have always taken pride in their network 
of communications, and these two publications will do 
much to ensure that all members and ex-members of 
the Regiment are kept informed of the activities and 
achievements of the unit and of the many associations 
and organizations within the Regimental Family . 

Honorary Colonel 
H. E. Dalton, 

DSO, EM. 

Elliot Dalton 
Colonel 

Editorial 
Putting together a magazine is 

somewhat analogous to starting a 
family: a lot of nights spent pacing 
the floor initially, a big investment 
in time and money, but ultimately a 
great deal of satisfaction and re
ward for all that effort. 

The Rifleman is the I ineal de
scendant of The Powderhorn, which 
was for many years the official 
chronicle of the Queen's Own Rifles 
of Canada. Some sceptics have 
questioned the need for a regimen
tal chronicle at all; after all, it is 
peacetime and what can be of inter
est in the peacetime activities of an 
infantry Regiment? Yet how much 
of any Regiment's actual history . 
consists of warfare? If we were to 
record only those wars and battles 
in which the Queen's Own figured, 
we should have a very disconnected 
and untrue picture of the purpose 
and function of an infantry Regi
ment. Indeed, our own Regimental 
Motto: In pace paratus appropri
ately conveys the ideal to which 
every Regiment aspires - to be 
prepared in peace for the contin
gency of war. 

In his excellent study of the Rifle 
Brigade , Jackets of Green, Sir 
Arthur Bryant offered a neat obser
vation on a much-overlooked part of 
our heritage: the regimental 
history. 

"It is curious how almost unknown 
the regimental history of the British 
Army is to the ordinary English
man . Our highbrows have never 
heard of it; our learned historians 
ignore it. With a few exceptions the 
annals of the Regiment have been 
compiled at the end of each cam-

paign by some pious but unlettered 
veteran whose sense of reverence 
for his dead comrades and pride in 
his corps has done gallant but 
halting duty for experience in 
research and skill in writing. Yet the 
theme of any of our Regiments is 
worthy of the Muse of a Trevelyan 
or Macaulay. Where in so little is so 
much of human achievement and 
virtue as in the annals of a British 
Regiment of the Line? Here is tri
umph over toil, monotony, discom
fort, hardship and adversity; here is 
constancy and loyalty, true to the 
sun of its faith in the darkest hour; 
here is love and companionship 
without reward; here is heroism 
and self-sacrifice and devotion. 
And when a great Regiment salutes 
its Colours it is expressing this 
truth . Its members are commemo
rating their predecessors who 
suffered, endured and died in its 
service, and are dedicating them
selves to do likewise." 1 

The history of the Queen's Own 
Rif les of Canada is an integral part 
of our Canadian heritage. In an age 
which has appropriately been 
dubbed the "Me Decade", and at a 
time when our country's very exis
tence is being threatened by cul
tural and regional self-interest, the 
men and women of the Queen's 
Own Rifles continue to provide a re
markable example of service to their 
country. 

George McNeillie 
Editor 

1 - Bryant, Arthur, Jackets of Green, 
P.11, Col l ins , London 1972 



Commanding Officer's Report 
for the period March, 1977 to March, 1978 

I believe that 1977-78 was prob
ably one of the bigger years, as far 
as the Queen's Own is concerned, 
for interesting events and commit
ments that should move us into 
first place - at least in this area. 

Others will be reporting in detail, 
but I would like to encapsulate what 
has happened between March, 1977 
and March , 1978 : 
A) Arrangements were made for 
fourteen NCO's and men to train 
with the Green Jackets in Germany, 
England and Wales. 
B) Seven officers, representing the 
Regiment, participated in the laying 
up of colours in Canterbury and pa
raded with the Buffs through the 
streets after the ceremony. 
C) In summer training , the Regi
ment won the Brigadier Lewis 
trophy being third out of twenty
three infantry units in the Area . 
D) Arrangements were made, on a 
trial basis, for a daily Guard at Casa 
Loma in 1860 uniforms, and this 
went from an initial trial basis of 
three weeks right through to Labour 
Day ; and , on weekends , to Thanks
giving . 
E) The Commanding Officer 
started to rebuild the officer cadre , 
and at the present time there are 
twenty-six officers on strength , and 
I believe this is the strongest in the 
Garrison. 
F) The 1860 Cadets received the 
award as the most improved cadet 
battalion in the Area. 
G) Through the efforts of the Unit, 
the Upper Canada Rifles have been 
formed as a voluntary Cadet Corps 
- obviously a source of future 
officer material. 
H) Funding has been arranged for a 
Legislative Guard of thirty-three 
men , as well as an eleven-man 
guard at Casa Loma. All will be out
fitted in 1860 uniforms with replicas 
of the Schneider rifle. 
I) In the course for qualification 
for Major, our two candidates stood 
first and fourth. 
J) On Inspection and Administra
tion, I am told by the higher 
Command that we stood better than 
we have in years . 
K) Approval has been given to put 
the Unit back into full dress, which 
will be done over the next two to 
three years. 
NOTE: We are the only infantry 

regiment in the garrison that does 
not have full dress. 
L) The Big Two newspaper and 
The Rifleman committee were 
formed, and these two efforts in 
themselves, I feel, have done a tre
mendous amount in making contact 
with ex-Queen 's Own. 
M) The Association has been 
extremely active and , in my opin
ion, has taken on a new lease of 
life. As an example, they have 
started a Queen 's Own chapter in 

Calgary. They had seventy-five out 
for their first meeting, and one hun
dred and fifty for their second, and 
these are all Black Network. 

In closing, I believe that the 
Officers, NCO's and men have done 
a tremendous job over the last 
twelve months , and I am sure that 
under the command of Bill Wilson , 
these efforts wi 11 be continued . 

J. J. J. Power, CD 
Lieutenant-Colonel 

Visit to The Royal Green Jackets 

Colonel Elliot Dalton presents a QOR ice-bucket to Colonel H. R. Grace, DCO, the 
Queen's Regiment, while Lieutenant-Colonels Bill Wilson, John Power and Major 
Bud Hoddinott look on approvingly. 

Major P. F. Hughes visited RHO 
of the Royal Green Jackets in the 
latter part of 1976. During this visit 
the question of strengthening the 
ties between the two regiments was 
discussed , and the idea of a visit by 
Canadian Riflemen to the Royal 
Green Jackets was put forward . 
After further discussion and corre
spondence, it was agreed that a 
party of fifteen Canadian Riflemen 
should attend camp in Germany 
with the 4th (Volunteer) Battalion of 
the Royal Green Jackets . 

This visit was extended to several 
weeks, part of which was spent at 
the Rifle Depot. (A detailed account 
of the activities during the visit is 
published in this edition of The 
Rifleman - Ed .) 

On 19th July a distinguished 
party arrived at Winchester from 
The Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada, 
consisting of Colonel and Mrs. Dal
ton, Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. 
Power, Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Mrs . Pryer , Major and Mrs. Wilson, 
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Major and Mrs. Hoddinott, Major 
and Mrs . Hughes, and Captain and 
Mrs . Glaysher . 

The ladies paid a visit to Win
chester , while the officers had a 
meeting with representatives of 
RHO The Royal Green Jackets, the 
Rifle Depot, and the 4th (Volunteer) 
Battalion of the Royal Green Jack
ets . At this meeting the Green 
Jackets gave brief presentations of 
their methods of recruiting and 
training and of the problems in
volved. A wide-ranging discussion 
followed in which the suggestion 
was made and discussed that 
further exchange visits might be 
paid by parties from The Queen 's 
Own Rifles of Canada to Royal 
Green Jacket Battalions. 

After the discussion ended the 
ladies rejoined their husbands and 
a visit was paid to the Green Jack
ets Museum, where an interesting 
hour was spent. The whole party 
then adjourned for I unch in the 
Officers' Mess of the Rifle Depot. 
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4 RGJ Annual Camp - Vogelsang -
18-26 June 1977 

Vogelsang, in the southern part 
of Germany, was the location for 4 
RGJ's annual camp, from 18 - 26 
June 1977. Vogelsang camp pro
vided good accommodation, excel
lent dry training areas, good ranges 
and even an olympic size swimming 
pool. 

In December 1976, we heard ru
mours from the Rifle Depot at Win
chester that some soldiers from the 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 
might join us at annual camp, but 
no more was heard until late May 
when the Canadian Defence At
tache sprang into action and we 
learned with delight that we would 
be joined by 14 all ranks from the 
Queen's Own Rifles. 

Frantic telephone calls, signals 
and flight bookings ensued and the 
system was proved to work when 
the party arrived by coach at Vogel
sang, having flown in to the Cana
dian air base at Lahr. 

On the first day of camp, the 
Canadian section was kept to
gether, but as many of them were 
recruits, they joined our recruits 
cadre, and were absorbed into dif
ferent squads. During the five day 
cadre, the recruits were put through 
all types of basic training, from drill 
to fieldcraft, and the programme in
cluded the firing of the SLR, SMG 
and GPMG. The recruits were also 
able to see the 81 mm Mortar in ac
tion, and were made tam i I iar with 
the Battalion anti-tank guns, the 
120mm Wombat and Mobat. 

At the end of the 5 day cadre, it 
was agreed by all that a great deal 
had been learned, and the training 
put al I the recruits in good stead for 

the second week's activities . 

Over the middle weekend at 
camp, all ranks had a full 24 hour 
period off and trips were arranged 
to various cities , such as Cologne, 
and a number of night spots were 
visited. 

On Sunday, 26 June, all compa
nies moved out of barracks, most 
people with very sore heads, and 
moved into a dry training area in 
some beautiful country about 60 
kilometres south of Vogelsang. 

For the next five days, all compa
nies were under canvas in their own 
company base, and from there they 
took part in both company and pla
toon level exercises. The Canadian 
Section was attached to G. 
Company and took part in all train
ing, with a special emphasis on 
fieldcraft. 

After the move back to Vogel
sang, we were . sad to see the 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada con
tingent depart for Lahr, and on to 
the Rifle Depot at Winchester, 
where they carried out a further two 
weeks training - a separate report 
on this has been provided by the 
Rifle Depot. 

Certainly a great deal of value 
was gained by the contingent, par
ticul?rly as they were working the 
whole time in a Battalion environ
ment, and it is hoped that they en
joyed themselves, and gained as 
much benefit, as we did in having 
them attached to us. 

The attachment undoubtedly 
once again emphasised and 
strengthened the close links be
tween our two Regiments. 

Message from 
The Honourable 
Barney Danson, 

Minister of 
National Defence 

July, 1978 
I was an "Illegal" recruit in 1938 

and had to wait until my 18th birth
day on February 8, 1939 to be sworn 
in . Lieutenant-Colonel Percy 
Hampton was my first C.O., 
followed by Lieutenant-Colonel Ian 
Macdonell. Then Harry MacKen
drick, when we mobilized in June, 
1940, succeeded by "Jock" 
Spragge, who had been my com
pany commander, and "Steve" Lett 
when they carried me out on a 
stretcher at Grande Mesnil in 
Normandy . 

Many years ago, many friends. 
All too many who died as boys, or 
very young men in North-West 
Europe. Experiences and friend
ships which are deep in my soul 
and which I will never forget. 

A Regiment that is proud of its 
hi story, proud of its response when 
our country needed us: still 
dedicated to our nation and the 
freedom we enjoy, but which can 
nevertakeforgranted . 

Whatever I have achieved and the 
manner in which I have fulfilled my 
present responsibilities reflects the 
influence of my experience as a 
Rifleman and the memory of those 
with whom I served . 

Once in the Queen's Own 
Always in the Queen's Own. 

In Pace Paratus 
Barney Danson 

The editorial staff of The Rifleman would like to 
thank the following people for their financial 
support: 

Colonel Steve Andrunyk 
Major John Holford 

Lieutenant-Colonel John Strathy 
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Rifleman to Minister of National Defence 
by Lt Chris Heyes 

Si nee its formation some 118 
years ago, The Queen's Own Rifles 
of Canada has been primarily a To
ronto regiment. However, in more 
recent years, there has developed 
an ever-growing number of riflemen 
serving in the nation's capital. 
Foremost among these is our Hon
orary Lieutenant-Colonel, the Hon
ourable B. J. (Barney) Danson, Min
ister of National Defence. 

Colonel Danson enlisted as a 
rifleman in the Queen 's Own in 1939 
just before the outbreak of the Sec
ond World War . Duing the next 
several years, he progressed stead
ily through the ranks until achieving 
the rank of sergeant while serving in 
England. In 1943, he was com
missioned as a lieutenant and 
served with the unit until he was 
wounded in 1944 near Falaise, Nor
mandy . 

After the war he entered the busi
ness world and in 1953 he founded 
the Danson Corporation. Having 
had careers as a soldier and a busi
nessman, he turned to a third 
calling: politics. In 1968 he was 
elected Member of Parliament for 
the riding of York North . His 
success in political life continued, 
resulting in his appointment as 
Minister of State for Urban Affairs 
in 1974. It was during his term in 
this portfolio that on December 10, 
1975 he received the commission as 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Queen's Own. Since then, of 
course, he accepted the post of 
Minister' of National Defence on 
November 3, 1976. 

That is enough historical de
scription. Today , Colonel Danson is 
supporting us in two ways. Firstly 
as Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, he 
attends to Regimental welfare, and 
frequently takes an active part in 
many of the unit's functions -
despite a pressing work schedule. 
Secondly, as Minister of National 
Defence, Colonel Danson has 
placed greater emphasis on the Mi
litia and has consistently stressed 
the importance of our role within 
the military framework of Canada. 

Through his many visits with 
Canadian troops in Canada and 
abroad, Colonel Danson has shown 
the kind of enthusiastic and cheer
ful attention that is common in the 

Honorary Lieutenant-Co/one/ The Hon
ourable Barney Danson, PC, MP, Minister 
of National Defence chats with a famous 
QOR bugler, John Doig, while Sid Byatt 
looks on during Warriors ' Day. 

Rifles. The Queen 's Own can , with 
pride, wish continued success to 
Colonel Danson, whose career has 
led him from rifleman to Minister 
of National Defence. 

Recently, I "dropped in " to see 
the Minister of National Defence, 
Lieutenant Colonel Barney Danson, 
at his Parliament Hill office. I was 
hoping to get his views on various 
aspects of the military in Canada, 
and some reflections on his life in 
the Queen 's Own. Although each 
rifleman has his own personal 
recollections of Regimental life, the 
sharing of these memories is al- . 
ways interesting. 

Colonel Danson joined the 
Queen's Own somewhere between 
the fal I of 1938 and early 1939 (ap
parently there was some concern 
regarding a birthday and minimum 
age . .. ). He joined with two 
friends, as a resu It of a Queen's 
Own officer speaking to their high 
school fraternity group. When war 
was declared, he attended a small 
arms course at Connaught in Otta
was as a corporal , and later, in Eng
land, was promoted to the rank of 
sergeant. As there was a shortage 
of officers , he was commissioned 
as a lieutenant, and, having been 
returned to Canada, instructed for a 
short time at battle school. He 
rejoined the un"it after D-Day and 
was wounded near Falaise. 

Mr . Danson remembers his first 
company ,commander in Toronto, 
Major Bill Bryan. He recalled the 
cultural shock of first going to 
Camp Borden, "We must have lived 
a sheltered life in Toronto." Later, 

Jock Spragge was his company 
commander, and Colonel Danson 
described him as "A real man, a 
leader; no BS. He was tough but, at 
the same time , gentle - it was his 
concern for people." 

In the summer of 1939, the King 
and Queen visited Canada and were 
met by the Queen's Own at Union 
Station . Colonel Danson remem
bered the frantic rush to change out 
of greens, and into kahki service 
dress in order to be inspected again 
at Queen 's Park . The next day, the 
Royal party travel led to Niagara-on
the-Lake , and another inspection 
was held (once again, the Queen's 
Own). Their Majesties must indeed 
have been impressed by this appar
ently immense Canadian Army, be
cause , as Colonel Danson pointed 
out, war was declared only 3 
months later. 

He recounted an incident in Scot
land, when he was on leave in Edin
burgh with Fred Harris, "There was 
a young lady from Leeds (limerick 
deleted), and it was considered 
feasible to remain an extra day by 
the procurement of a sick certifi
cate, and stil l have enough time to 
report to CSM Hughes for the 
church parade on Sunday ." Unfor
tunate ly , the time appreciation 
went slightly askew , and Corporal 
Danson was paraded before the 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 
Colone l Harry MacKendrick . Fortu
nately , for Corporal Danson , the 
matter received less severe at
tention that it possibly should have. 
Colonel MacKendrick, due to his 
Gaelic heritage, announced, "See
ing it was in Scotland, . . . " 

One of the greatest highlights of 
the time in England was the inspec
tion of the Regiment by Colonel-in
Chief Queen Mary. Colonel Danson 
recalled the double past in close 
column of companies, and the sug
gestion that a far more practical 
scheme would have been to leave 
the men steady and have Queen 
Mary double past them. 

Colonel Danson noted that for 
him Armistice Day is a very per
sonal time. He thinks of individuals 
that were close to him, those with 
whom he was commissioned. 

Colonel Danson described the 
feeling at that time. "There was a 
passionate Regimental spirit. You 

3 This page has been sponsored by Colonel Elliot Dalton, DSO, EM. 



couldn't feel closer to people-in
tensely close." Although he con
ceded that other regiments must 
have had a similar esprit de corps, 
he said "Ours bordered on arro
gance , intolerable arrogance." On a 
recent inspection tour to western 
Canada, Mr. Danson inspected the 
PPCLI in Victoria. During the in
spection he asked a Warrant Officer 
how long he had been in the PPCLI. 
The immediate answer, "Fourteen 
years in the Queen's Own, Sir!" 

What reasons did Colonel Dan
son give to encourage greater parti
cipation in the military? Is the con
ventional type of training relevant in 
light of sophisticated weaponry? 

Colonel Danson explained that , 
while "pushing the button " is a def
inite contingency , it is nonetheless 
vital to maintain as a credible de
terrent, a balance of conventional 
forces. Recently in Norway, 
Colonel Danson was asked "If the 
Russians moved in and took over 
Finmark (a county of Norway bor
dering on the USSR) surely you 
wouldn't come over just for that?" 
He replied that exactly that kind of 
situation would involve Canada. 
Canada must be prepared to dem
onstrate its political will through a 
current military readiness. He 
added that , " If we had shown polit
ical will at the start of World War II 
when we let Hitler have his first 
cheap victories , he might well have 
been a political failure and the 
tragedy of a World War might have 
been prevented ." 

When asked about the place of 
the Regimental system in the armed 
forces , the Minister said that it is 
essential it be maintained. While at 
NATO meetings in Brussels , he was 
impressed by the high regard 
shown by officers of other coun
tries, including the United States 
and Germany , for a system which is 
unique . " I was told how fortunate 
we are in having the Regimental 
system . We are indeed envied. " 

He feels the traditions of the 
units must be preserved , and notes 
the Reserve policy which will affili
ate reserve units with regular force 
counterparts , while still maintain
ing the regimental identities . This 
wi II foster a closer contact between 
reservists and regulars , and create a 
deeper interest for mutual improve
ment. 

What, then, should be the rela
tionship between the regular force 
and the "Sunday soldiers?" Colonel 

Danson explained that while we are 
now posting militiamen to Egypt on 
a one-to-one basis, in future he 
hopes to be able to assign sub
units. " Reservists are able to 
achieve the required level of perfor
mance after only a few weeks of in
tensive training. A great part of this 
is due to a high level of interest and 
enthusiasm. Those regular force 
personnel who have served with the 
militia have the greatest respect for 
reservists. In the near future," he 
added, " it will be a 'plus' in a regu
lar soldier's career to have served 
with a Militia unit." 

As for retiring professional sol
diers , Colonel Danson described 
his hopes for improving the supple
mentary reserve I ists. Regular force 
personnel will be encouraged to 
identify themselves with the reserve 
unit in their areas. "There is a good 
resource here," he said , "we can 
accept up to 10% of the strength of 
a reserve unit as personnel who, 
though over-age, can assist with 
such functions as training support, 
administration , messes , and 
bands ." 

Colonel Danson described the 
importance of supporting the 
reserves as " critical at this stage". 
He sees many similarities between 
today's society and that of the 30's, 
and , consequently, it is vital to 
maintain the strength of the 
reserves . 

What can a young person expect 
from. the Militia? "First of all ," said 
Colonel Danson , " it should be fun . 
One can learn skills , how to work 
with other people, make friends , 
develop self discipline, learn to take 
and give direction, and discover 
how to work as part of a team . But 
most of all , it 's fun. " 

Brigadier General 
Jock Spragge 

It was with great sadness 
that the Reg iment learned of 
the recent death of Brigadier 
General Jock Spragge . Due to 
publishing deadlines, General 
Spragg e's obituary wi 11 not 
appear in The Rifleman , but 
will be printed in the next edi
tion of The Big 2. 

The Editor 

4 

The Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada 
118th. Birthday 

Well it's all over now for another 
year; and a very successfu I birth
day party it was. Many old acquain
tances were renewed and many new 
acquaintances made, and of course 
the introduction of the ladies to a 
traditionally male occasion did 
much to ensure the success of the 
evening. It was particularly gratify
ing to have Barney Danson as our 
guest speaker, since his associa
tion with the Regiment goes back 
many years. It was also reassuring 
to have the participation of so many 
of the young men of the present 
battalion. 

Although there are some areas 
that could be improved on , the 
committee is very satisfied with the 
results achieved and would like to 
express its appreciation to all 
those who worked so hard behind 
the scenes to make such an evening 
possible , and our special thanks to 
the members of the Regimental and 
Bugle bands for a job well done. 

It is to be hoped that once again 
the celebration of the regimental 
birthday will become an annual oc
casion , and , in a few months , the 
association executive will be 
settling down once again to discuss 
the programme for 1979. 

1860 Cadets 

The 1860 Cadets emphasize fun and 
practical skills in their training program. 

Last year the 1860 Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada, Royal Canadian 
Army Cadet Corps won the Central 
Ontario Branch of the Canadian In
fantry Association 's Award for the 
most improved infantry-associated 
cadet corps in the Central Ontario 



Counter clockwise to centre photo: 

Colonel J. E. L. Murphy makes it official. 

The new CO receives congratulations from 
the Chaplain, Major the Reverend Dick 
Newsham, CD, as WO Harry Finnis 
prepares to add his. 

Mrs. Wilson receives a bouquet of roses. 

The Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel The 
Honourable Barney Danson, PC, MP 
congratulates the outgoing Commanding 
Officer Lieutenant-Colonel John Power, 
CD on a job well done. 

Colour Party from No. 344 Queen 's Own 
Rifles Branch Royal Canadian Legion. 

New CO meets the oldest surviving 
member of the QOR, Sgt. George Bull. 

Lieutenant -Colonel Bill Barnard caught in 
a reflective moment at the Change of 
Command. 

Colonel J. E. L. Murphy, CD, OC, TMD, 
presents the new commanding officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bill Wilson, CD, with 
his sword. 
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Area . This award was proof of the 
interest and hard work that was, 
and still is , being put into improv
ing the corps by its officers, civilian 
instructors, senior cadets and 
sponsors. As a result of this con
tinuous effort, we have been able to 
maintain our 'above average' rating 
from the regular force support staff 
and the Army Cadet League. 

In addition to the routine training 
conducted every Wednesday night 
at Moss Park Armoury - which 
includes drill, first aid, map using, 
radio, fieldcraft and physical fit 
ness - twenty senior cadets took 
part in a 12 lesson introductory judo 
course at the Hatashita Judo Club, 
and, of the twelve who completed 
the course , four earned their yellow 
belts. 

The junior and senior rifle teams 
took part in the Ontario Rifle Asso
ciation 's Winter Shooting Pro
gramme and several inter corps .22 
rifle competitions. This extra rifle 
training really paid off; when the 
corps fired its annual classification 
with the FNCI rifle last October, ten 
of the fifteen senior cadets quali
fied for their crossrifles (marks
manship) and over half of the junior 
cadets at least qualified . 

Other weekend exercises, tours, 
or special parades this year in
cluded a trip to the Regimental Mu
seum at Casa Loma in November, 
to help the cadets more fully appre
ciate the history and accomplish
ments of their affilliated militia 
unit. In December the QOR Br . 344 
of the Royal Canadian Legion 
hosted a Christmas Dinner and 

Dance for the officers, cadets and 
regular force support staff and it 
was such a great success that the 
cadets now run their own monthly 
disco dances in the Cadet Canteen 
(supervised of course!). 

In January, forty-five cadets and 
five officers attended a joint cross 
country skiing exercise, with the 
Wellington Rifles Cadet Corps, 
covering a seven mile wilderness 
trail, on the outskirts of Guelph . 
Even though most of our cadets had 
never been on skis before, we only 
had one casualty, Cadet Hazel Mills 
had to be taken to hospital with a 
badly bruised arm. The officers did 
not fare as well and so as a result of 
their many falls, the Absorbine Jr. 
flowed freely for the next several 
days. 

A junior and senior NCO course 
was run in February to upgrade the 
standards of existing and potential 
NCO's and a five pin bowling com
petition kept interest high in March. 

The last two months have been 
devoted to practicing for the 
Change of Command parade on 
Apri I 23rd, and our own 8th Annual 
Inspection to be held on the 7th of 
May from 1800-1930 hours . This 
year, as our Reviewing Officer, we 
are honoured to have Lt Col The 
Hon Barney Danson, PC, MP. 

Once the inspection is over, and 
as a reward for their hard work and 
regular attendance, forty cadets will 
go on a Citizenship Tour to Ottawa, 
which is being sponsored by the 
QOR Chapter of the IODE. They will 
also spend a weekend on HMCS 
Haida. 

With the Minister of National 
Defence reviewing our annual in
spection, I am pleased to report 
that all cadets will be on parade in 
the new cadet training uniform, 
which is suitably coloured rifle 
green with red and black insignia. 

Other notes of interest: 

Thanks to our Cadet Liaison 
Officer from CFB Toronto, Lt Rick 
Nolk, we now have a proper stores 
area, complete with heavy duty 
shelving, a floor to ceiling security 
screen, and a counter with shelving 
for our administration area. 

Lt Phyllis Carlyle, our Supply 
Officer , has been 'called-out' again 
this summer to work in the summer 
camp office at CFB Toronto , and , 
while there, will ensure we get our 
fair share of cadets to summer 
camps. 

Officer Cadet George Hal I, our 
Administrative Officer , who suc
cessfully completed his 'basic 
officer qualification ' course last 
summer , will be on his Lieutenant 
Qualification Course this summer. 

Lt Dave Hayden, our Training 
Officer, excelled on his Captain 
Qualification Course , which he took 
over six weekends at CFB Borden, 
during October and November . 

Cadet CWO Tony Murie, the 
cadet commanding officer earned 
his 'Master Cadet ' qualification 
during the March school break and 
will now qualify for a six week tour 
of Canadian Forces - Europe , along 
with Cadet MWO Dale Ogden , the 
cadet company sgt-major . 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Association 
1 April 1977 - 30 April 1978 

The Association tends to slumber 
from one Annual General Meeting 
until the next Annual Meeting . On 
occasions such as Remembrance 
Day, there is an awakening but 
otherwise , a dormant atmosphere 
prevails. The year from Apri 11977 to 
April 1978 was predictably normal, 
with some exceptions. The excep
tions were minimal, but provided a 
means of preparing for a more 
active existence for the Associa
tion. 

The Annual General Meeting for 
1977 was held at the QOR of C 
Branch 344 of the Royal Canadian 
Legion on Monday, 28 March at 
8:00 p.m . There were 28 of the 

faithful present. The major require
ment was the election of the slate 
of new officers for the 1977-78 pe
riod. The slate , as produced by 
Chari ie Jones, included : 

Past President : Moore Jackson 
President: Bill Wilson 

Vice President: Bill Ives 
Vice President: Ken Evans 

Secretary : To be selected 
Treasurer: Harry Rollo 

Subsequently, Hugo Saudino 
agreed to accept the post of Secre
tary from Bi 11 Ives , who had con
tinued in this most important posi
tion pro tern . Hugo has since 
laboured nobly in a good cause. 

As a result of the General meet-
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ing , and a subsequent Executive 
Committee meeting, it was decided 
to examine the possibility of having 
a grand weekend in conjunction 
with the Reg imental Birthday in 
1978. The Association celebration 
would be held in conjunction with 
the anticipated Change of Com
mand of the Regiment. A Com
m it tee was established under Clay
ton Bell as chairman; included 
were Jim Kenn and Dick Ayton. 
Afterwards , a full-fledged com
mittee, which included representa
tion from all branches of the Regi
mental family. The results of a lot 
of hard work by this committee 
were enjoyed by nearly 400 on Sat
urday, April 22 and will be de
scribed later . 



Another point of concern which I 
had voiced was that of member
ship, and particularly the need to 
organize branches in such places as 
Ottawa, Calgary, and Victoria, B.C. 
As a result, a letter was sent out to 
various individuals residing in 
those cities and to others in Van
couver, Winnipeg and other points 
West. The result was encouraging 
but not overwhelming . However, 
there was a strong indication that 
the potential existed for branches in 
Victoria and Calgary where the 
strongest concentrations of ex
QOR of C Regulars existed. A 
loose-knit organization was already 
in place in Ottawa. The problem 
was to find ori:ianizers. 

As luck would have it, Paul 
Hughes, former DCO of the Bat
talion, was posted West to Calgary 
by his firm. Paul undertook to 
contact people in "Stampede City" 
and to help however he could to or
ganize a branch. About the same 
time, a former WO in Victoria 
named Len Aylesworth wrote to me 
to enquire about setting up a 
branch in that fair city. To date , the 
most activity has taken place in 
Calgary where they had over 160 
persons at the inaugural meeting. 
The I ist of names read I ike an old 
Battalion nominal roll. It is further 
proof that the Regimental tie is 
strong even when one is rebadged 
to another Regiment. 

The Association Executive 
Committee is now awaiting a formal 
request from the group in Calgary 
for authority to form a local branch. 
A slate of officers has been elected 
and the branch had a dinner dance 
on 22 April to celebrate the Regi
mental Birthday. By all reports, this 
was a great success and enjoyed an 
attendance of nearly 200 people. 
Many thanks are due to Paul 
Hughes for the effort and time he 
has devoted to gathering the enthu
siasts and helping to organize them 
into a workable branch of the Asso
ciation. My personal thanks, Paul. 

Meanwhile, "back on the ranch", 
as it was the custom, to say, Clay
ton Bell and his committee got 
under way in grand fashion. For the 
record , the committee consisted 
of: 

Chairman : 
Clay Bell, Big Two Club 

Secretary: 
Hugo Saudi no, Association 

Treasurer: 
Stephen Hal I, Batta I ion 

Members: 
Dick Ayton 
Sid Byatt, Sgts. Mess & Bugles 
Gus Gutowski, Legion 
Adam Hermant, Battalion 
Bill Ives, Association 
Rob Howard, Battalion 
Jim Kenn 
Eric Simundson, Battalion 
Andy Sarossy, 

Junior Ranks Mess 
John Whyte , Officers' Mess 
Bill Wilson, Association 

With various meetings the 
weekend began to take shape and 
finally , it was the week before and 
Clay was looking even more 
harried . However, as many will tes
tify , it was a great success. Despite 
the fact that the caterer went out of 
business two weeks before ; that 
there was no wine on the head table 
for a toast to the Queen; that 
there was a shortage of long folding 
tables; that some people did not 
get coffee and that the band 
seemed to be trying to lift the roof 
off the Armoury, none of these 
things detracted from the success 
and the warmth of the gathering. It 
was a true family reunion with rep
resentation from all parts of the 
Regimental family. 

The Annual General Meeting was 
held at 4:00 p.m. in one of the lec
ture rooms. Those ladies who had 
accompanied their husbands went 
to the Officers ' Mess for tea while 
the Meeting lasted. The major re
quirements of the Meeting were the 
reports of the past year 's activities, 
the acceptance of a very comfor
table financial statement and the 
election of new officers. Unfortu
nately , Charlie Jones was stricken 
by a heart attack two weeks previ
ously , and passed theballtothein
cumbent President, Bill Wilson, to 
prepare the slate . 

For the information of all, Charlie 
is now on the road to recovery and 
chafing at the bit to get back to 
work. 

The proposed slate of officers 
included: 

Past President: Bill Wilson 
President: Bill Ives 

Vice President: Ken Evans 
Vice President: Jim Kenn 

Secretary: Hugo Saudi no 
Treasurer: Harry Roi lo 

Appointed to the Directors of the 
Association was Glen Munro of 
Ottawa who has provided a link with 
the Ottawa "branch". In addition, 

6 

provIsIon was made for the inclu
sion of two Di rectors to be ap
pointed from Calgary. 

Following the Meeting, a cocktail 
hour was held which enabled old 
friendships to be renewed and new 
ones to be made. An interesting 
aspect of this part of the evening 
was a display of photographs be
longing to Clayton Bell. Available 
for view were pictures of somewhat 
younger versions of Jock Spragge, 
Moore Jackson, Barney Danson, 
and a rather "informal" portrait of 
Lucky Rowell enjoying the sun . 

With the arrival of the Minister of 
National Defence , the Honourable 
Barney Danson, dinner began . 
Despite some minor mishaps and 
miscues, dinner proceeded on its 
enjoyable way to a conclusion. Ap
propriate toasts were proposed to 
the Queen , the Colonel-in-Chief, 
and the Regiment under the careful 
eye of Jack Lake as Master of Cere
monies. At the conclusion of 
dinner , Jack called upon Ellie Dal
ton to introduce the Guest of 
Honour , Barney Danson. In his in
imitable way, Barney related the 
varied experiences of us al I to the 
part that has been played by the 
Regiment in the history of our 
country . At the conclusion of his 
talk, Jack Lake called upon Charlie 
Dalton to thank the speaker . With 
the end of the dinner, the band 
_., truck up and provided a grand 
excuse for the older sweats to visit 
and to continue earlier conversa
tions . From my personal point of 
view it was a great success for our 
first attempt in many years. From 
old 2nd Battalion friends, I saw Ted 
Ball , Bob and Doris Firlotte, Jim 
and Elrose Mitchell, Ted and Edith 
Shuter, Glen and Eileen Munro, Jim 
Howard; also Maryann and Herb 
Pitts, Bev and Hugo Saudino, 
Bessie and Hank Elliott , Maudie 
and John Doerksen. 

All in all, a most satisfactory 
conclusion to my year as President 
of the Association. I believe that we 
have pumped new life into the As
sociation in the form of a new 
branch and the possible beginning 
of an annual celebration of the 
Regimental birthday. 

All the best of luck to Bill Ives 
and the new executive . 

"Once in the Queen's Own, 
always in the Queen 's Own" 

Bill Wilson, LCol 

an undisclosed amount of cash and 
future consideration have been off
set by the addition of several new 
subs including Bruce McEachern 
and Steve Hall. 

The only weak spot appears to be 
a shortage of fans in the stands, 
and anyone interested in attending 
the games and the social afterwards 
is more than welcome. Admission 
fees are modest ($1 .00) and further 
details can be obtained from any 
player . 

Watch for the next report on your 
team that will have all the details on 
our annual match up against our 
arch rivals, the 48th Highlanders. 
The only question to be answered at 
this point, is how badly we beat 
them. 

While digressing I think now is 
the time to make up for a serious 
omission in the last column. When 
identifying the players on the team , 
in a lapse of attention or consci
ousness, the name of El I iott 'Iron 
Nerves' Dalton was left out. How 
could I forget our Honorary Man
ager who, many have said, is the 
equal of Bud Grant for equanimity 
and reasoned unemotional de
meanour during the game. The 
team certainly appreciates Col Dal
ton 's support, and I'm hard put to 
think of a more vocal or enthusi
astic fan. I should , at this time, 
point out that Maxie Scheff, the 
chief umpire, has requested Col 
Dalton to please stop coming on 
the playing field during games and 
tripping opposition base runners. 

The Black Net 
(Ottawa) 

The "Black Net" (Ottawa) has 
existed and flourished over the 
years in an informal way, and 
primarily through the existence of a 
telephone list of members of the 
Regiment, former members of the 
Regiment and former members of 
other Corps and Services who 
served in battalions of the 
Regiment. 

This telephone list has been 
maintained and updated from time 
to time by somebody loosely 
referred to as "the Secretary". It has 
worked, and, strangely enough, 
other regiments who are still in the 
Regular Force "Order of Battle" are 
envious of the way the Black Net 
can "assemble for lunch" when a 

Who is this man? Camouflage at work during a winter exercise. 

visitor is known to be in town. (So 
please let us know.) 

Now, with the formalization of 
" branches" of the Queen's Own 
Rifles Association across the coun
try at the April 22 Meeting, the 
" Black Net" Ottawa will become an 
official segment of the Queen 's 
Own Rifles Association. As such, it 
intends to : 

a. Form an executive committee 
which will be headed by a Di
rector appointed by the Regi
mental Association (at the 
April 22 Meeting LCol Glenn 
Munro was appointed 
Director; - he accepted) . A 
formative meeting of the 
Ottawa Branch will be called 
in the near future. 

b. Provide the link between 
extra-regimentally employed 
members of the Regiment, 
Regular and Reserves, and the 
Regiment (for as long as there 
are "badged" members of the 
QOR of C still serving in 
Ottawa, this function should 
include coordination of dress 
and Regimental accoutre
ments and pol icy) . 

c. Maintain an address list of 
extra-regimental ly employed 
Regular Force QOR of C 
members of the Regiment and 
ensure that they are made 
aware of current Regimental 
dress and business matters . 

So, Ottawa members of the 
"Black Net", be expecting a letter in 
the mail soon, inviting you to of
ficially become a member of the 
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Queen's Own Rifles Association 
and to attend a formative meeting 
of the Ottawa branch . And to extra
regi mentally employed members of 
the Regiment, please also be pre
pared for contact on a variety of 
subjects. 

Prior to its formative meeting, the 
Ottawa Branch of the Queen 's Own 
Rifles of Canada Association 
currently consists of: three Regular 
Officers , three serving militia 
Officers and about 25 members or 
former members of the Regiment. 

We wi II have a more informative 
report for the next publication. 

The 118th Birthday Celebration 
and the Change of Command Pa
rade, during the weekend 22-23 
April 1978 was most thoroughly 
enjoyed by the members of the 
Black Net (Ottawa) who journeyed 
to Toronto for the occasion: MGen 
and Mrs. H . C. Pitts, LCol and Mrs . 
W. G. Munro, Maj T. E. Ball, Maj 
and Mrs. J. P. 0. Saunders, Capt 
and Mrs. A. J. Mitchell, Capt T. C. 
Heyes and Capt L.A. Curchin . 

Indeed it was a must, first to 
congratulate LCol John Power on a 
job well done and secondly to offer 
best wishes to LCol Bill Wilson. 
And of course the wonderful oppor
tunity to enjoy a reunion with so 
many old friends - clearing the 
cobwebs from our memories, 
swapping yarns and reminiscing, 
and bringing ourselves up to date 
about one another. 

The weekend was a tremendous 
success, our thanks to all who 
worked so hard to make it so. 



Trust Fund; Silver Creek Nursery 
School; North York General Hos
pital; School for Visually Impaired 
Children; Daybreak House; Ferland 
School ; and to 1860 Cadet Corps of 
the Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada . 

Our Educational Secretary, Mrs. 
Glenn Mciver reported that gifts 
were made to Convent School, St. 
Kitts, West Indies; Ferland School 
in Northern Ontario; and Park 
School and Gosford School in To
ronto. A donation of $100.00 was 
also made to Park School for use on 
a field trip, and $50.00 was given for 
Graduation Prizes in home eco
nomics ; industrial arts; French; 
music; and science . The Chapter 
also made donations to the Munici
pal Scholarship Fund; Lucy 
Morrison Fund ; 1.O.D.E. Head
quarters for Kaskechewan Pro
gram; and to Municipal Book 
Awards. 

Services at Home and Abroad 
Secretary , Mrs. Stanley Husselbee 
reported that a wreath was pur
chased and placed on the Cross of 
Sacrif ice at St. Paul's Church on 
Remembrance Day. Visits were 
made and gifts taken to the four 
Queen's Own veterans in Sunny
brook Hospital by Mrs. William 
Hogg, and a Christmas hamper was 
sent to a needy Q.O.R. widow living 
in England. Continued financial 
help was given to our two adopted 
girls, both crippled, in Austria and 
suitable gifts were sent to the 
whole family at Christmas; this 
was also done for our adopted boy 
in Bombay. 

Mrs. William Atkins purchased 
and delivered gifts and wine for 
retarded adults in Daybreak House , 
and donations were made to visu
ally impaired children, the Silver 
Jubilee Project in Silver Creek, 
Nursery School, Northern Survivors 
1.S.U.S . , Asthmatic Children , and 
financial assistance was given to 
two Queen's Own families with fu
neral expenses . 

In Citizenship, Mrs. Douglas 
Jennings attended meetings with 
Mrs. Margaret Campbell, M.P.P., 
regarding Anuhyan House the home 
for Indian girls , and was also pres
ent at City Hall for the celebration 
of Citizenship Day . At Christmas 
time, toys, warm clothing , and 
games were sent to Ferland School 
in Northern Ontario. 

Our thanks go to LCol M. I. Jack
son, and to LCol Charles Jones for 
their auditing; to Mr. Russ Waters 

for assistance with flowers; and to 
the Press for their co-operation . 

At press ti me the membership 
has increased to 39 with the ad
dition of five new members: Mrs. 
William Wilson, Mrs. Ray 
Descotes, Mrs. Frank Heath, and 
Mrs . Adam Hermant - a most 
welcome addition from active 
Queen's Own wives. Also, Miss 

Barbara Barrow has joined us from 
Upper Canada College. 

There are many people who do 
not appear in th is report, but who 
have served the Chapter faithfully in 
a variety of ways. Manning the shop 
is, of course, our primary concern, 
and without this help we would be 
unable to continue as an operating 
and giving Chapter. 

Marie Dalton 

Who's on First Base? 
by Captain Bill Barnard 

"And it's not for the sake of a ribboned 
coat, 

Or the selfish hope of a season's fame, 
But his Captain's hand on his shoulder 

smote -
'Play up! Play up! and play the game!'" 

As you no doubt recall, a death
less account of the titanic struggle 
for the salvation of mankind be
tween the forces of light (Rifles) 
and darkness (48th Highlanders) 
was promised in the last edition of 
The Big 2. Being an honourable in
dividual I intend to follow through, 
even in the face of innumerable 
mutterings and thinly veiled threats 
resulting from the last opus I 
produced. Of course it's difficult to 
grumble about the fickle public be
littling my embryonic literary ef
forts when all the complaints came 
from the players on the Rifles team 
who seemed to object to the catchy 
nicknames I created for them. As 
anyone who has read sports col
umns knows, a player without a 
socko nickname is obviously a col
ourless son, not even worth a mod
est signing bonus. This ungrateful 
group of wretches shall not , how
ever , deter me from completing my 
appointed task; neither rain nor line 
drives nor pulled hamstrings , etc. 

With a record of twenty-two wins 
and four losses in three years of 
league and playoff competition , the 
Rifles are no expansion team. Par
ticularly pleasing was an unparal
leled 75 - 76 season in which the 
team swept the league and won 
everything but the also-ran awards. 

Unlike many of the teams in the 
league, the Rifles are fortunate to 
have a nucleus of players who have 
been together for several years; 
something the free agent draft and 
trades have not effected sig
nificantly. 
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- Sir Henry Newbolt 

The team sports such notables 
as Chris " Bulky" Heyes who made a 
successful move from right field to 
catcher and is now grabbing every
thing the pitching staff can throw at 
him - or the batters. In a real 
stroke of good luck , Don " Catfish" 
Pryer had his contract renewed and 
is now back in his usual spot on the 
pitcher's rubber, while Frank 
"Glove" Heath anchors the defense 
on first base and picks up all the 
wobbly throws the infield can hand 
him. A fine new addition to the in
field is Dave "Ragbag" Hayden who 
is running the infield with a style 
and savvy that belies his somewhat 
indifferent manner of dress. Al 
"Jellyroll" Price continues to do 
yeoman service at short stop and 
covers up for Bill " Popeye" Bar
nard, who still stands on third 
hiding behind the biggest glove 
co mmercially available. The out
field is a hotbed of talent with two 
up and coming pitchers, Adam 
" Rosedale" Hermant in centre field 
and John "Chocolate Arms" 
Glaysher in right field. Over in left 
field Scott "Agitator" Ferguson is 
st ill picking off those long fly balls 
between puffs on a cigarette. This 
year the team 's bench strength is 
looking up with the likes of Jim 
"Warhorse" Green (one of the al I
ti me power hitters) , Ray "Lefty" 
Descotes and John "Boss" Power 
on cal I for emergencies, which 
seem to come thick and fast. 
Recent trades of Ferg "Panache" 
Reid and Paul "Crunch" Hughes to 
Calgary (home of the 'redeyes') for 

2 brothers on D-Day: Fear, death and reunion 
JUNE 6, 1944, in the early hours, the Queen's Own Rifles headed towards 
the beaches of Normandy. Today, 34 years later, Elliot Daito~, of Toronto, 
recalls how he and his brother, Charles, stormed the beaches, successfully 
contributing to the Allied cause . .. and very nearly losing their lives. 

By Martin Dewey 
Reprinted with permission - The Toronto Star. 

The infamous "Dalton Boys," Colonels Charles and Elliot, strike an uncharacteristically 
uncompetitive pose. 

If you had to pick the moment 
when World War II began for Toron
to's Queen's Own Rifles, · it would 
have to be at 6 a.m . June 6, 1944. 

It was then, as the sky lightened 
and the beaches of Normandy be
came visible from the decks of a 
converted New Zealand passenger 
ship, that 600 former factory hands, 
clerks and businessmen from To
ronto prepared to put five years of 
training into action. 

The Allied fleet opened fire and 
shells and rockets hurtled overhead 
towards shore installations where 
German soldiers waited in concrete 
pillboxes and fortified houses . 

For nearly five years, while other 
outfits in other armies were shoot
ing and being ·shot at, the Queen's 
Own had been marching up the 
English countryside and down 
again .. . pack drill . .. rifle drill. 

They were still parade ground 
warriors as they headed towards the 
beaches during that black and 
stormy night. And they wanted to 
prove that they were a crack outfit, 
as good as any other outfit in any 
other army, Canadian , American or 
British . 

There were other rivalries that 

morning . During the training, fierce 
competition had been building over 
who would lead the Queen's Own 
onto the beaches. The winners were 
A and B companies, commanded by 
two brothers, Major Elliot Dalton 
and Major Charles Dalton. 

Today, sitting in his Toronto 
office 34 years after the event, El I iot 
recalls his landing on the beach 
under heavy fire, a turning point in 
his life as a soldier . Until then, he 
had been deathly afraid, not of Ger
man soldiers , but of failure. 

"I was personally convinced in 
my own mind that no one would 
ever ki II me. Even when I was 
wounded I thought they'd hit me by 
mistake. 

BIG FEAR 

"My biggest fear on D-Day - I 
was terrified - was that I was 
going to be afraid and not be able to 
lead my men properly." 

Elliot, in command of A company 
as the landing craft moved toward 
shore and his brother Charles, 
heading B company on his left, 
shared a great affection . But they 
had competed against each other 
all their lives. 

Elliot was younger by five years, 
but the physical resemblance was 
striking - the same brown, wiry 
hair, the same veiled blue eyes. 

The men had taken to calling 
them Mark I and Mark 11. Chari ie had 
joined the Queen's Own in 1926 as a 
rifleman . Elliot had followed five 
years later . The two men rose 
steadily through the ranks until 
they became majors, riding side by 
side into a new competition in 
which the stakes were high. 

Many of the men had been sicK 
during the crossing . Then, about 5 
a. m. came the order, the Queen's 
Own was to transfer to assault 
landing craft for the three-mile run 
into the beaches . One of the 
greatest military operations of all 
time, the storming of Hitl er's Atlan
tic Wall , was beginning. 

Officially their chances weren't 
very good. General Bernard Mont
gomery visited the regiment before 
the invasion and told the forward 
assault companies they could lose 
80 to 85 per cent of their men . 

"Sounds crazy, doesn't it? But it 
wasn't a deterrent," Elliot recalls 
now . He and his men were too ex
cited to be scared as their landing 
craft headed towards the resort 
town of Berniere-sur-mer. 

Some of the men in Elliot's land
ing craft may have died during the 
run in to shore . He doesn 't know. 
He was too busy helping the cox'n 
steer a path through mines and 
underwater obstacles. Then, 75 
yards out, the cox'n slumped. The 
craft kept going, a dead man at the 
controls . 

Elliot 's section leaped onto the 
beach - " We didn't even get our 
feet wet" - and ran for the sea 
wall. While most made it, number 
10 platoon on the right wasn't so 
lucky . They were caught in gunfire 
from a pillbox that hadn't been 
marked on the intelligence maps. 
Twenty-eight men were cut down. 
Only seven made it to the sea wall . 

Elliot didn 't know how Charles 
was making out but he knew there'd 
been trouble. While still offshore, 
he had glanced over and seen the 
boats of B company hitting mines. 
Men were spilling into the water, 
swimming in the face of German 
fire. 

There was no time to worry about 
brothers now . Elliot and his men 
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quickly climbed the sea wall and 
threw themselves down on a rail
road track that ran along the top. 

They couldn 't have picked a 
worse place. German guns had 
been fixed in advance to fire along 
the track and B company was being 
hit. But as he lay on the railroad 
track with bullets snapping around 
him he suddenly knew he'd be all 
right. At that moment he became a 
combat soldier. Giving the order to 
attack , he sprang to his feet and led 
A company towards their first ob
jective , a row of houses from which 
machinegun fire was spitting. 

The next minutes were a blur of 
noise and movement. Kick in the 
door . . . toss in a grenade ... 
charge in quickly, guns blazing, 
while the defenders are stunned 
... clear out the building . On to 
the next house. 

"COP IT" 
It 's a curious thing about a sol

d ier. Kill i ng is his business but in 
some recess of his soul he cannot 
admit it. You see it in a soldier's 
language . He doesn't talk of killing . 
He talks of taking a position, neu
tralizing a target. Men "cop it", 
"buy it. " 

Elliot still has trouble with the 
world "kill ." Deliberately inserted 
into a question , it unsettles him. 
"How many did we , a .. . kill? " H is 
eyes flutter rapidly . A hand strays 
to his mouth as if to stop t he word 
from leaving his lips . " Some. I don't 
know how many. Forward infantry 
don 't do much in the way of tak ing 
prisoners . They . .. " The words 
trai I off. 

The next phase of t he attack -
the assault on the communications 
house - is easier to talk about. It 's 
obviously a favorite from his back
pack of yarns. The story rolls out in 
practised rhythms , polished by 
many tellings . 

"There was a house , here ." He 
scratches on an envelope . "We'd 
been told it was a communications 
centre for that whole sector of 
beach. I'd lost track of most of my 
men but decided to attack it any
way , just a Bren gunner , my batman 
and myself. 

"The Bren gunner starts to f i re at 
t he windows and my batman and I 
begin to crawl up this long garden 
on our bellies. Halfway there this 
big gold ball starts to come out of 
a cellar window ." Elliot is smiling. 

" It was a flagpole with an enor-

mous French f lag on it. I stopped 
the Bren gunner firing and these 50 
poor French people came out of the 
cellar with their hands up. They 
were all elderly and scared to death . 
There were no Germans in there at 
all." 

The rest of D-Day passed swiftly . 
More running, more shooting, more 
targets neutralized , more men 
copping it. "The Canadians were 
the only ones who achieved all their 
objectives that day," Elliot notes 
proudly. 

That night a medical officer came 
to see him. He told Elliot his 
brother had died during the day's 
fighting. 

"How did I react? I know it 
sounds sort of cold-blooded , but al I 
I thought was 'Tough luck. Tough 
on his wife and his 3-year-old 
daughter. ' I didn't feel much more. 

"There had been so many killed 
that day . Men in my own company . 
Now somebody else had been 
killed. You're numb. As I say , it 
sounds awful." 

MANY KILLED 
Today, Elliot finds it hard to re

member the names of men who 
fought with him on D-Day. He can't 
recall how many were ki lled, how 
many wounded. 

His own luck was good , but five 
days after the landing it took a dip . 
A mortar bomb went off at his feet. 

" It. blew off part of my uniform 
and one shoe . But t he worst part 
was the indignity. I fell face down in 
a cow flap and I had this ... this 
stuff all over me. Two girls looked 
over a wal l and started laughing . I 
was so mad I wanted to shoot them . 
I even took out my revolver. I was 
only half-conscious , you see. " 

That was good for a trip back to 
England. 

"There was a Canadian hospital 
on Lady Astor 's estate. That was in 
the south of Eng land. I got there on 
the 14th of June. I was on a stretch 
er at the door and a nurse comes up 
to me . She wants to know why I'm 
not in my bed . 

"I tell her I've just arrived. She 
tells me to stop my joking and 
wheels me off to a ward. We stop by 
a bed. Someone is sleeping in it 
w ith a sheet over his head. 

"The nurse tells this fellow it's 
someone else's bed. What's he 
doing in it? Who is he? The fellow 
says he's Dalton of the Queen's 
Own. Then urse says : 'Dalton of the 
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Queen 's Own is over here on a 
stretcher. ' So this fellow sits up. 
That was the first time I knew my 
brother wasn't dead ." 

The brothers spent a happy 
couple of weeks side by side in 
hospital, then went back to the war. 

When Charles left the army in 
1945 he was a Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Elliot stayed in until he, too, made 
Lieutenant-Colonel. Then , honor 
satisfied, he left the army in 1952. 

Today Charles is 67, and retired . 
Elliot, a tanned and fit 62, runs an 
organization representing Canada's 
glass industry. Both look back on 
happy , productive lives - suc
cessful military careers, success in 
business , good marriages, fine 
kids. 

Now, of course, with the two 
brothers in their 60s, they 've 
mellowed. All that competitiveness 
is a thing of the past. Isn 't it? 

"Well, no, not exactly ," admits 
Elliot. "Charlie and I still play 
tennis a couple of times a week. " 

Queen's 
Own Rifles 

Branch 344 Royal 
Canadian Legion 
As with many organizations , our 

social calendar opened by celebrat
ing the beginning of the New Year 
with a very successful party . Our 
next event was the first band con
cert of the year, and, February be
ing Valentine month , this concert 
has been known over the years as 
"Sweethearts Night". On the first 
iuesday of each month from Oc
tober to May , our concert band 
provides us with two hours ' enter
tainment. There is no charge for 
this evening and for those who 
would like to join us at 49 Elm St. 
for their first concert, you would be 
well advised to arrive early . Concert 
time is from 8.30-10 .30 p.m. 

"Honours and Awards Night" was 
held at the Chelsea Inn on February 
12, and was wel I attended. Our 
annual D-Day Dinner was held on 
June 4 with Col H . E. Dalton as our 
guest speaker and was a complete 
sell-out. 

Each year on the morning of June 
6, at 0730 hrs . we have a wreath 
laying service at the cenotaph in 

For those who remember Mike 
Carmichael , I am pleased t o report 
that he is alive and well and living 
on the isle of Anguilla in the West 
Indies. His address is simply 
Crocus Hill, for any who may wish 
to drop him a note. 

One Skirmisher who has dropped 
out of sight is Chester Hendrick, 
who for many years after retirement 
was tied up at the West Bay Marina 
in Victoria. It would appear that he 
has weighed anchor and sailed for 
parts unknown. If anyone has seen 
or heard of his whereabouts , I 
would be most interested in hearing 
from them. 

I suppose I should clarify my 
current status: I retired from the 
Regular Force in October 1976 and 
since then have been on callout at 
Militia Area Pacific Headquarters , 
where I am currently SO Individual 
Training. Derek Bamford is also on 
callout at the Headquarters in 
Victoria. 

I would like to w ish much suc
cess to the editorial staff of The 
Rifleman as they launch their first 
edition. I look forward to receiving 
my first copy, and I trust that the 
magazine will endure for many 
years to come. 

Once again I wish to offer my in
vitation to any Skirmisher who finds 
himsel f in the Vancouver area to 
drop in at the Shrine (especially 
during t he Regimental Birthday 
weekend). Best w ishes to al I Skir
mishers everywhere, and 
remember: 

ONCE IN THE QUEEN 'S OWN -
ALWAYS IN THE QUEEN'S OWN! 

The BIG TWO Club 
In the Big 2 Newsletter in March 

we explained the origin of the Big 
Two Club and described several of 
the tours taken in the last few 
years . However, we are not a tour 
club, but a social club , and the fol 
lowing is an outline of the type of 
social events one might expect in 
an average year . 

We hold two meetings a year to 
hear ti nancial and comm ittee 
reports and to discuss fut ure 
events. These meetings are held on 
a Sunday afternoon and are 
followed by a buffet supper. Th is 
arrangement has proven very popu
lar, and attendance is good . Fol 
lowing our semi-annual meeting in 
October 1976, we were entertained 
by a group of Toronto Dutch mer-

chants and shown some very beau
tiful films of Holland , after which 
we were treated to a goodly selec
tion of Dutch cheeses, liquors and 
liqueurs. That is the way all good 
meetings shou ld end! 

In October of 1976, we had a very 
successful week-end trip to Owen 
Sound. This was arranged by some 
of our members in that city who had 
been with us in Hawaii . Here, as in 
many Ontario communities, the 
Legion Hall is one of the main so
cial centres and it was at the Legion 
that we assembled upon arrival for 
an hour's relaxation over cocktai Is 
before being escorted to our motel. 

During the afternoon many of the 
ladies were taken to an auction 
while most of the men chose to 
remain at the motel to watch foot
bal I and renew acquaintance with 
"Cointreau on the rocks" - to 
wh ich we had been introduced by 
our Dutch friends a few weeks be
fore. At this time , it was brought to 
our attention that some of the 
suites , instead of having twin beds, 
were equipped with water beds , 
which, of course, we all had to ex
amine and comment on. Following 
dinner , we went back to the Legion 
Hall for the Saturday evening dance 
and then to a private party in the 
motel given by our hosts . The party 
finally broke up at about 3 a.m . (Oh, 
those water beds!) 

By 10 a.m., we were on our way 
again on a bus tour of the Owen 
Sound Area and the peninsula, 
stopping at Sauble Beach for lunch. 
At 4 p.m. we had checked out and 
were on our way back to the big 
city , and , despite the 40-50 miles of 
severe fog we ran into on the way 
home, we all agreed that it was a 
tremendous week-end . 

In 1974, as mentioned in the last 
newsletter, we were received by the 
Burgomaster and his aides in 
Bergen-Op-Zoom . The two people 
chiefly responsible for this were 
Peter and Ann Janssen who were 
former members of the Dutch War 
Graves Commission, and are now 
Honorary members of the Big Two 
Club. On the occasion of their visit 
to Canada last year, we threw a big 
party in their honour. No doubt we 
will be dropping in on them again in 
1979. 

Our Grey Cup party this year was 
a great success . Although , to our 
football fans the game left much to 
be desired , most of us weren't too 
concerned. Once again, in mid-De-
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cember , we had our annual Christ
mas Party. The white bearded gen 
tleman in the red suit arrived on 
schedule and distributed gifts to 
each and every one of us. 

In addition to the half dozen or so 
dances we hold each season, one of 
the popular pastimes in the club is 
mixed darts. Twice a month , from 
September to May, we test our skill 
with the miniature javelins. At the 
end of the season we finish up with 
a dinner and presentation of prizes . 

In the Big 2 Newsletter we men
tioned that, at the time of printing, 
a group was getting ready for a 
cruise in the Caribbean; well it's 
over now, and by al I reports it was a 
memorable holiday. We arrived at 
Miami on March 11 , and embarked 
on the T.S.S . Carn ivale for seven 
solid days of sunshine, shuffle
board, skeet shooting, golf driving, 
table tennis, that is, of course , 
when the slot machines and ca
sinos weren 't open. There was en
tertainment every evening, either on 
board ship or in port and we arrived 
back at the Toronto International 
Airport on March 18 to - SNOW. 
Oh well , you can't have everything. 
That winds up our news for now. 
We hope to have some informat ion 
on our 1979 trip to Europe for the 
next issue of the Big 2. 

Queen's Own Rifles 
Chapter, 1.O.D.E. 
This year marked the Chapter's 

71 st year of continuous service to 
the Regiment , the community , the 
country, and to services abroad . 

The 70th Annual Meeting was 
held on February 14th, when Mrs. 
E. R. Lea, as Regent of the Chapter, 
handed over the gavel to the i ncom
ing Regent , Mrs. J. Neil Gordon. 

Seven meetings were held during 
the year , including one Executive 
and one General Meeting held di
rectly before the Annual Meeting . 
The membership of 34 includes 
nine life members, one honorary 
member , and one new member , 
Mrs . John Power. 

The Second Appearance Shop at 
1919 Avenue Road is our only veh
icle for fund raising, and is the 
source of profits from which we are 
able to donate to a wide field of 
educational, cultural, charitable , 
and Regimental activities. 

Some of our donations this past 
year were to Canterbury Cathedral 



Through word. of mouth and a sub
sequent telephone fan-out, 150 
former members of the regiment 
were contacted in no time at all, 
and the I ist is stil I growing each 
day! 

The Executive was elected as 
follows: 
C. W. (Tim) Timmins - President 

E. R. (Bob) Hewlett-
First Vice President 

J.M. (Jim) Stoley-
Second Vice President 

R. E. (Ralph) Ridley- Treasurer 

P. F. (Paul) Hughes - Secretary 

W. A. (Al) Tate- P.R.O. 

Although the constitution of the 
Calgary Branch has not yet been 
developed, the principle aim, as 
defined at one of the general meet
ings, is to provide a social and fra
ternal organization open to all 
members who served with the unit 
and their families. The Association 
will maintain the good name of the 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada in 
the southern Alberta area, and will 
from time to time , undertake to 
sponsor specific Calgary groups of 
a community assistance nature. 

Passing through Calgary in the 
past year were the following per
sons, who will be known to the To
ronto Association. Barney Danson 
who, we understand, maintains a 
certain interest in military affairs in 
Canada. Jim Green, on his way to 
Vancouver (resplendent in a non
regimental tie and a blue suit); 
John Strathy, on his way back from 
Vancouver to Toronto stopped in for 
lunch in the Currie Officers' Mess 
and almost stayed overnight due to 
a mid-April blizzard; Adam Her
mant and his wife Jill, pushing tri
angular bandages and splints and 
inspecting the new Safety Supply 
Company outlet in Calgary; and 
finally, Chris Hayes , spending the 
federal taxpayers ' money visiting 
a boat show (in Calgary of all 
places?). 

Report from Major 
W. G. Mountain 
I have been asked to submit a 

year-end report for The Rifleman, 
and I can only say that I am de
lighted to see the revival of the 
annual Regimental journal, and that 

Cadet RSM Zeidler of the UCC Rifles receives the Queen's Own Medal from Principal 
Dick Sadleir after the Annual Inspection. The UCC Cadet Battalion is one of only two 
cadet units in Canada to carry battle honours on her Colours for service in the Fenian 
Raids. 

I feel honoured to be asked to 
contribute. 

As many of you are aware, I was 
the last editor of The Powder Horn , 
which saw its final publication in 
1970 on the demise of the regular 
component of the Regiment. Since 
that time I have not put pen to paper 
as often as I did in those days, and I 
feel that this report may be rather 
sketchy. 

During ·the last eight years the 
West Coast Skirmishers have man
aged to retain their identity, and we 
always manage a good turnout on 
the occasion of the Regimental 
Birthday which has been celebrated 
at my residence each year since 
1971 (less 1974 when I was in the 
Middle East with UNTSO). Because 
of this annual gathering, my resi
dence has been dubbed as "The 
Regimental Shrine"; and it goes 
without saying that all Skirmishers 
are always welcome at the Shrine, 
where there is always a long, cool 
drink awaiting. The Shrine is now 
permanently located at 5523 - 6th 
Avenue, Delta, B.C. (Sunny Tsaw
wassen) where Ev and I have just 
bought our house last month, so we 
are now Tsawwassen property 
owners, along with the Robinsons 
and Cornetts. Lloyd Cornett, by the 
way, had a slight heart attack in 
January, is now completely 
recovered , back to work and looking 
well once again. 

The Black Net of the West ex
tends into many areas of this big 
province and a smattering of some 
of the names to be found through
out include: Creighton, Webber, 
Battershill, McCarthy, Liggett, Har
rington , Pearson, Matthews, Wood , 
Carlton , Lawless, Nixon, Pierce , 
Timms , Gaudry, McDonald , Park , 
Murray, Vanderford, Doerksen , Du-
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berry, Petzing, Fotheringham, Tal
bot, Groom, Bush, Whelan, Ratz, 
Pope, Westfall, Cross, Bamford, 
etc. 

We were all saddened to hear the 
news of Mrs . Kay Strathy's recent 
death. She was a truly wonderful 
woman who was always a great 
strength to Colonel Jim . Our sin
cere condolences to Colonel Jim 
and the family. 

I was pleased to have the honour 
to attend the dinner for Colonel 
Strathy in November, which was a 
truly magnificent affair and so well 
attended. It was a fitting tribute to a 
fine officer, and I wish to thank all 
of those who made it possible. 

I regret that I will not be able to 
attend the change of command pa
rade on 23 April but on that very day 
I will be flying over Toronto en route 
to Montreal, where I will spend a 
week attending conferences at 
Headquarters Mobile Command . 
And, of course, we are celebrating 
the birthday at the Shrine on the 
night of 22 April, so I couldn 't leave 
a day early. Our best wishes are 
extended to both the incoming and 
outgoing Commanding Off icers. 

One of the nice things about 
living in Tsawwassen is the close 
proximity to the BC Ferry and the 
Vancouver Airport , which gives us 
ample opportunity to see people 
passing through . We do see a lot of 
people this way, but we probably 
miss many too; so, this is to advise 
all Skirmishers everywhere that 
passing through Vancouver by any 
means , requires a call at the Shrine. 
Callers over the years have included 
such notables as the Moads , 
Munros, Cassidys , Cowlings , Al
brechts , Werrys, Saunders, Pitts , 
Zmeans, Sharpes, Luxfords and 
Firlottes . 
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front of the Old City Hall. As well as 
members of our own branch, and 
QOR veterans , you will find D-Day 
veterans from many other branches 
and active members from our own 
regiment. Our regimental bugles 
and drums sound the last post and 
reveille for this simple but im
pressive ceremony; after which we 
break off and proceed to work . 

The summer months around the 
branch are, socially, rather quiet 
except for the colour guard 
preparing for our next official func
tion, Warriors' Day. One can usually 
find our concert band on duty en
tertaining the crowds in the grand
stand before, as well as during, this 
lengthy parade. Warriors' Day 1977 
was a very special day for Branch 
344. Some of you may not be aware 
of the fact that in October of 1976 
we had a fire in the building which 
gutted the entire top floor. The 
pride of the Branch, "The Rifles 
Room" was completely destroyed 
in this fire and with it a display of 
regimental photographs numbering 
some 1400-1500, as well as maps, 
etc. Warriors' Day 1977 marked the 
re-opening of the Rifles Room by 
our own 'Barney Danson' (LCol The 
Hon. Barnett Danson , MP, Minister 
of National Defence) . 

Each year, Poppy Day falls on the 
Saturday prior to November 11. It is 
on this day that we are permitted to 
solicit public support to help us in 
assisting needy veterans and their 
families in our community. As in 
past years, we had considerable 
support from the "1860 Cadets" and 
once again we say "many thanks ." 
After Poppy Day we had a wreath 
laying ceremony on the evening of 
November 10 at the cenotaph , 
followed by a short service at the 
Branch. 

As expected, the year ended with 
a gala evening in the "Bernieres 
Room" to see the Old Year out and 
the New Year in. 

There are a couple of functions 
each year when we would be par
ticularly pleased to have you join 
us: the first is our service at the 
cenotaph each year on June 6, and 
the second is Warriors' Day for that 
short march from the Princes' Gates 
to the grandstand where the bugle 
band and our concert band wil I see 
you safely past the reviewing stand . 

Each month the Branch issues a 
bulletin to its members , and, for 

The new PMC, Major John Whyte, finds himself in the vice-like 
Townsend-Carter, while Lieutenant Rod Paddon bestows upon him 
Albatross. 

grip of 2LT 
the dreaded 

several years now, our bulletin edi
tor has received recognition as one 
of the best in Legion circles. 

Night of the 
Generals 

On Friday, March 31st, the 
Officers' Mess hosted several of its 
senior friends as the retiring Com
manding Officer , Lieutenant 
Colonel John Power, paid his 
parting compliments to the various 
headquarters and bases which had 
given assistance to the Battalion 
during his tour of command. 

In addition to 23 of the active 
members of the Mess, special 
guests included: Major General 
Legge, past Major General Reserves 
and current Secretary of the CIOR, 
the United Nations Sponsored in
ternational Reserve Officers organ
ization ; Major General Roh mer , 
Major General Reserves; Brigadier 
General Lewis, Commander of 
Central Militia Area; Brigadier Gen
eral Beattie , who leaves as Com
mandant of CFB Borden to take a 
post in Washington; and Colonel 
Button , Commandant of CFB To
ronto. Also in attendance were the 
Commanding Officers of the units 
of Toronto Militia District ; Major 
Roy, President of the Royal 
Canadian Military Institute ; and 
Captain Scott-Brown, an old friend 
of Major Bill Wilson. 

Returning to their Mess on this 
occasion were : Honorary Colonel 
Elliott Dalton , Lieutenant Colonel 
Bill Barnard, Curator of the Regi
mental Museum; Colonel Steve 
Andrynuk, next Commander of 
CMA ; Past Commanding Officers: 
Lieutenant Colonel Don Pryer , 
Lieutenant Colonel John Strathy, 
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Lieutenant Colonel Chari ie Jones, 
Lieutenant Colonel Moore Jackson 
and LCol Glen Mciver; as well 
as faithful supporter, Captain Jack 
Lake. Honorary Lieutenant Colonel 
Barney Danson was unable to 
attend the dinner but conveyed his 
hope to see everyone at the Birth
day Celebration on 22-23 April . 

Following cocktails in the 
Queen's Own Mess, the party 
moved next door to the Officers' 
Mess of the 7th Toronto RCA Regi
ment, where an excel lent dinner 
was served under the direction of 
the new PMC, Major John Whyte . 
Major Whyte has certainly im
mersed himself in Regimental tra
ditions since joining the Battalion 
and, on th is occasion, even man
aged to write a few new paragraphs 
in the book. 

Obviously at ease with a pace of 
140, Major Whyte was so keen to 
drink the Royal Toast that he leaped 
to his feet, leaving hi-s Vice PMC 
speechless, the band breathless 
and the diners clueless, as each 
scurried to find a port in the storm. 
Accepting legal advice from the 
firm of Legge and Legge, the PMC 
claimed "executive privilege" and 
declined the just dessert of Alba
tross.* 

Amid the warm and friendly 
mood of the evening , General Lewis 
rose to present the Battalion with 
the Brigadier General Lewis Trophy, 
earned following a third place vic
tory in the Annual CMA Infantry 
Skills Competition . This marked the 
first presentation of this award and 
the Queen's Own had to beat 18 
Edi tor 's note: 
For those un familiar with OOR mess tradition, the 
Albatross is a fiendish chain link variation of the 
fowl that afflicted the Ancient Mariner. It is awarded 
during "dining in " for the biggest faux pas in 
protocol. 



other Infantry units to achieve this 
distinction. 

In his remarks, General Lewis 
commented on the long association 
he has enjoyed with the Queen's 
Own and complimented the Regi
ment on its preservation of the 
Black Net by constantly providing 
Officers to the Headquarters staffs. 
Within CMA Headquarters, he 
noted the presence of Colonel An
drynuk and Lt. Colonel Pryer, who 
appears to be working towards his 
Bar to the last award presented to 
him by General Lewis, the Order of 
the Nocturnal Colonel. Captain 
Tony Schultz, recently rebadged to 
Queen's Own from the Governor 
General's Foot Guards, will be re
turning to the Battalion in Septem
ber after a tour of CMA HQ. General 
Lewis cited this commitment on the 
part of the Queen's Own to helping 
the Reserves command themselves 
as one of the many strengths of the 
Regiment. 

Lieutenant Colonel Power, in 
accepting the General Lewis 
Trophy, pledged the continued 
support of the Battalion in the pur
suance of military excellence. 
Colonel Power went on to offer his 
personal thanks for the support he 
had received from all those present 
at the dinner. 

Following the close of the dinner, 
all participants returned to the 
Queen's Own Mess and effectively 
assaulted the bar until the wee 
hours of the morning . Amid the 
usual flood of "war stories", an 
earnest game of Liars' Dice was or
ganized at which defending cham
pion, General Lewis , was dethroned 
by Captain Adam Hermant . In the 
final showdown, Captain Hermant 
must have had the luck of the Irish 
with him (donated possibly by the 
resident leprechaun, Major 
Whyte?). This festive occasion was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all , and it 
was the determined light of dawn 
which bade farewell to the last of 
the stalwarts. 

Queen's Own 
Rifles Kit Shop 

The Kit Shop operates from the 
Moss Park Armoury, and supplies 
Military and Civilian requirements . 

Through contacts in England we 
purchase items essential to main
tain our standard of dress, such as 
black bone buttons , bone buttons 

with screw base, lanyards, side 
caps , shoulder cords , cross belts, 
swords, white cuffs, black collar 
inserts, olive green cardigans , and 
Officers' rank stars and crowns. 

Civilian requirements include 
Regimental drum ice buckets; ties -
Maple Leaf and Regimental pat
tern; cuff links; blazer crests; car 
plaques; and heraldic shields. 

Civilian purchases include light
ers; sword slings; pennants; 
flags; cummerbunds (scarlet and 
regimental) ; record albums (Mili
tary and Bugle Bands), Christmas 
cards; and ladies' brooches. 

Canadian Forces green yard 
goods are obtained from Base 
Supply Downsview to ensure all 
uniforms and blazers conform to 
the standard Rifle green colour. 

Captain Ken Evans and myself 
rotate our duties on alternate Wed 
nesday evenings and find it most 
rewarding to serve our Regiment 
"The Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada". 

T. F. Burroughs, Capt. 

The Regimental 
Museum 

June1-Nov.30,1977 
The museum was founded in 

1954 by the late Capt J . R. Schmitz, 
CD. · Until the mothballing of our 
regular army un its in 1970, his un
flagging zeal resulted in a steady 
devetopment. During 1970 John 
Strathy negotiated the transfer of 
the museum from Calgary to Toron
to. Col Jim Strathy and Capt Jack 
Lake made the necessary arrange
ments with the Kiwanis Club of 
West Toronto for the relocation at 
Casa Loma. 

The operating expenses, some 
$1,000.00 yearly , are met by The 
QOR of C Trust Fund . This fund is 
maintained by QOR personnel, 
active and retired . Ownership of the 
museum is vested in the Trust 
Fund . 

It is obvious that certain special
ized skills are required . These are 
supplied by Clayton Bell , photog
raphy ; John Kiely , archives; and 
Peter Simundson , weapons. Car
pentry and electrical expertise are 
offered by Wilt Durance . 

Five rooms and the great hall on 
the third floor house the exhibits. 
As well , we have a library, a work
shop and various storerooms. Fifty 
glassed cases are in use. As well, 

some four hundred photos and 
maps; twenty uniforms; two dio
ramas; four badge collections; 
samples of all QOR service rifles ; 
and so on are displayed. Roughly, 
four thousand artifacts are on ex
hibit. None has been bought; all 
have been donated. 

The museum exists as a memo
rial to the over 1,700 riflemen who 
have died in the service of their 
country; as a commemoration of 
the regiment's achievements in 
peace and in war and as a link in the 
continuity of the regiment's past , 
present and future . 

The Passing Scene 
Many readers of this will be fa

miliar with the work of James 
Morris the author of many most 
readable histories. In Chapter 17 of 
" Heaven's Command" a very inter
esting and well balanced account of 
Louis Riel will be found . 

Dr. John D. Griffin, Professor 
Cyril Greensland, and Randy 
Rivers, photographer for the Clark 
Institute of Psychiatry , visited the 
museum on July 14. The two first 
mentioned gentlemen are collabo
rating on a psychiatric assessment 
of Riel 's secretary. 

During July and August the regi
ment posted sentries at Casa Loma. 
The riflemen were smart and re
flected great credit on The QOR of 
C. In po int of fact, the impression 
on the Kiwanis Club was such that 
an enlarged ceremony will be of
fered in 1978. One day a comely 
American tourist threw her arms 
around the sentry and kissed him 
soundly while her companion 
snapped a picture. The extension of 
fringe benefits boggles the mind . 

A number of photos taken at 
Gander , Newfoundland and at Pip
pingford Park, England were 
borrowed by Clayton Bell for copy
ing. The pictures will be displayed 
in The QOR of C Legion hall . 

Forty summer students together 
with five instructors under CWO 
Eric Simundson did a thorough tour 
of the museum during July . 

The three engraved brass plaques 
commemorating the founding of 
the museum by Capt J. R. Schmitz; 
the opening at Calgary by MGen 
Chris Vokes , and the official open
ing at Toronto by Mayor Dennison 
are mounted together in one large 
frame for exhibit. Pictures of this 
were taken by Clayton Bell and sent 
to Mrs. Schmitz . (Continued onpage 13 ) 
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Once again the museum is in
debted to the proprietor of The Co
lonial Framing Shop, 822 Eglinton 
Avenue West. Two projects requir
ing engraving and one of framing 
were done by him gratis . 

Wm . Christie served in The QOR 
during the Fenian Raid from 1 June 
to 19 June, 1866. For his patriotic 
gesture he received $4 .75- nineteen 
days at 25 cents a day. As well, 
years later, Mr. Christie rece ived a 
grant of 150 acres in Northern 
Ontario. The land is still held by his 
successors. Mrs. Perry, a 
descendant of Christie , is helping 
to write a family history and had 
requested what information we 
could give. 

Col H. R. Grace, OBE, DL , JP, 
Deputy Colonel (Kent) , The Queen's 
Regiment , together with Col H. E. 
Dalton visited the museum on Sep
tember 27. It was indeed a great 
pleasure to show these gentlemen 
around . 

A spare Book of Remembrance 
was taken by Mr. Swinnerton whose 
father, Lt Swinnerton QOR, was 
killed in action at Vimy Ridge . The 
Swinnerton family, here and in Eng
land , are writing their history. It is 
interesting to note that the writing 
of family histories is much on the 
increase. 

Two photos of signal concentra
tions, circa 1900, were found in the 
archives and forwarded to 708 Com. 
Sqn . Det., Kingston . 

Miss Mina H. Gaunce , editor of 
"Dimensions" , a magazine whose 
purpose is to advance the viewpoint 
of the non-status Indians , took 
some pictures of the Riel artifacts . 

A letter from Fort Wel-
lington N.H.P. , Prescott , re
quested information with respect 
to the regiment's Christmas cus
toms. How far does one bare one's 
soul? 

A mess dress , circa 1930, to
gether with a copy of Chamber's 
history of the regiment was sent to 
and safely received at The Queen 's 
Own Buffs museum at Canterbury, 
Kent. 

Accessions 
Thirty-t hree movie films of vari

ous lengths relating to regimental 
events in Canada and Germany ; 
letterheads and envelopes; cen ten
nial decals ; Xmas cards; twenty
five packets of negat ives ; museum 
notes; ten copies (one complete 
set) of The Powder Horn 1960-1970; 

one copy of Regimental Standing 
Orders 1965 ; The Royal Green 
Jacket Chronicle 1970, 1971; one 
regimental history; Queen's Regs. 
Vol 2; Major Paul Hughes from 
Calgary . 

Salvaged glass and paint ; car
penter's work bench and plywood 
sheets: Wilt Durance. 

Three 1910 med all ions; one 
made into a watch fob. Mrs . J. R. 
Schmitz through Major Firlotte. 

Three photos of incidents oc
curring during the 1908 QOR camp 
at Niagara-on-the-Lake . Mr. D. R. 
Cardy . 

A comprehensive booklet giving 
photos and particulars of Toronto 
volunteers for the South African 
War: Mr. E. T. Gray. 

Ten modern picture frames: Mr. 
and Mrs . C. A. Shearon through 
John Kiely . 

Press clippings re recent visit to 
England of eight QOR officers on 
the occasion of the laying up of the 
Colours of The Queen 's Own Buffs 
and the 4th and 5th Bns. The Buffs 
(TA) at Canterbury Cathedral ; Col. 
H. E. Dalton . 

Two framed photos (a) Gen 
Custer's last stand donated by Capt 
Danson, The Buffs, 1962 ; (b) cari
cature of QOR rifleman shooting at 
Wimbledon; Mrs . J. R. Schmitz 
through LCol L. McCullough and 
Major P. F. Hughes . 

Some fifty QOR memorabilia 
were given to the museum by Col 
Jim Strathy , October, 1977 ; a sum
mary follows : (1) oil painting 38 
by 32 of Col Jim; (2) plaque to com
memorate Col Jim's regime as 
Colonel of the Regiment 10 March , 
1960 to 7 May , 1970 ; (3) ten framed 
B & W photos ; (4) eight books and 
pamphlets ; (5) threee honorary 
memberships in military and air 
force units; (6) five framed photos 
in colour; (7) six B & W unframed 
photos; (8) one unframed photo in 
colour ; (9) one framed cartoon in 
colour ; (10) eight newspaper 
clippings ; (11) two folders con
taining letters re Col Jim 's military 
activities ; (12) five QOR musical 
records ; (13) four service medals 
framed together with three medals 
signifying academic achievements 
of Sub-Lt G. H. K. Strathy killed in 
action HMS Ajax, 12 October, 1940. 

Nazi bayonet ; one clip of Nazi 
wooden bullets ; complete battle 
dress of 79th Armoured Carrier 
Regiment; framed photos and text, 
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Churchill and Roosevelt proclama
tion , Mr. McMechan Jr. 

42nd Black Watch kilt and jacket; 
identification tags; cap badge; pay 
book ; bible ; photos; military 
papers; beret; Lee Enfield bayonet, 
all WW I belonging to Mr. 
McMechan Sr. 

Bicentenary brochure 1755-1955 
of the K.R.R.C.; the K.R.R.C. 
Newsletter for April, 1977; seven 7 
by 9 historical coloured prints of 
the 95th Rifles , The Rifle Brigade; 
Wilt Durance. 

Clipping and commentary from 
The Telegram showing the first 
Canadian rifle team at Wimbledon, 
1871 ; several QOR riflemen are in 
the group; Les Smith. 

Large photo of a 1910 reunion 
held at The Royal York Hotel, 
January 6, 1939 to honour Sir 
Henry ; Capt P. B. d'Esterre through 
LCol Norm Alexander. 

While sorting articles for a bazaar 
the ladies of St. John 's, York Mills, 
Anglican Church noticed a brass 
match box holder bearing the crest 
of the 166th Bn. QOR. Mrs. Sixt 
brought it to the museum; a very 
thoughtful and much appreciated 
gesture. 

W. T. Barnard LCol 
Curator 

Report from The 
QOR Association 
Calgary Branch 
The maxim "Once in the Queen 's 

Own , always in the Queen's Own " 
was happily borne out on Monday, 
20 March 1978, when more than 
si xty former members of the Regi
ment showed up for an organiza
tional meeting of the Calgary 
Branch. Those present expressed a 
strong desire to form an associa
tion representing Calgary and 
Southern Alberta. The first regular 
meeting was held at Currie Barracks 
one week later with over seventy 
members present. Along with the 
elect ion of an Executive Committee 
it was decided to celebrate the 
118th birthday of the regiment by 
holding a dinner/dance on the 22nd 
of April. At time of writing, it is 
expected that in excess of 200 
people will attend the celebration to 
be held at the Junior Ranks ' Club, 
CFB Calgary . 

The original idea to form the Cal
gary Branch was primarily that of 
Bob Hewlett and Paul Hughes. 



Pioneers and Skirmishers 

During 1977-78, the Pioneers and 
Skirmishers were more than active 
in their ceremonial roles and in 
educating the general public to the 
traditional ways of rifle regiments. 

As well as the usual round of 
conventions and unit parades, the 
Pioneers and Skirmishers took part 
in the Fort York Military Festival for 
the first time. It seems that the in
fusion of some Green Jackets 
caused no end of consternation in 
the Red Army that usually does this 
show. The rapid expenditure of 350 
rounds of blank ammunition in 20 
minutes from the Snider Enfield 
rifles added to the fog of war and 
outshot the other units five to one 
during the mock battle. 

There is no doubt in anyone's 
mind now of the value of the open 
order and professional outlook of 
these riflemen. 

During the summer of 1978 the 
regiment sponsored a daily picquet 
at Casa Loma. Financing of this en
terprise was shared by the Regi
ment and West Toronto Kiwanis. 
The Guard was mounted for 7 days 
a week from the 1st of July to 
Labour Day, and on weekends until 
thanksgiving weekend. Considering 
that there were only 11 men on the 
guard, it operated relatively 
smoothly and only one weekend 
was missed due to heavy rain. 

Under the able guidance of 
MI Cpl Bruce Barn lett the riflemen 
posted sentries hourly and ex
plained their uniforms and equip
ment to some of the 300,000 tour
ists who visited Casa Loma this 
past season. 

That the Guard was a success is 
confirmed by the fact that Grey 
Coach adjusted its sightseeing 
tours to coincide with sentry re
liefs, and the management of Casa 
Loma doubled their contribution in 
order to have a Guard in 1978. 
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With the strengthening of Regi
mental ties and the increased in
terest in maintaining our proud tra
ditions, the Trust Fund, under 
chairman LCol Edward Dunlop, has 
assumed greater importance. As 
co-ordinator, with LCol John 
Strathy, I have had the pleasure of 
assisting with fund-raising activ
ities during the annual campaigns 
since 1976. 

Most of you are aware of the 
wealth of Regimental holdings ac
quired over the 118 year history of 
the Queen's Own. The excellent 
condition of the Regimental proper
ties and the perpetuation of Rifle 
traditions are testimony to the 
strong committment made by all to 
our Regimental family. 

The income generated in recent 
campaigns has enabled us to es
tablish ceremonial guards this 
summer, at Casa Loma and Queen's 
Park. Involving 45 men, these 
guards will parade in full dress uni
form with weapons and accoutre
ments of the 1880 period. Because 
of the support of the Trust Fund, it 

QOR of C Trust Fund 
was possible to secure several 
grants which greatly reduced the 
cost of these guards to the Regi
ment. I am confident they wil I be a 
proud and highly visible reminder to 
thousands of tourists, of the valu
able role the Queen's Own has 
played throughout Canadian 
history. 

The Trust Fund has continued to 
support the Regimental Museum, 
under the curatorship of LCol Bill 
Barnard. Funds are available for the 
creation of new exhibits and the 
maintenance of existing displays. 

The Fund also maintains the 
QOR presence in Britain. Those 
who visited Canterbury Cathedral 
for the recent Laying Up of Colours 
of the Buffs saw the duplicate Book 
of Remembrance, lectern and Regi
mental drum which reside in the 
Warriors' Chapel. We also arranged 
for the updating of the Book of Re
membrance at St. Paul's Church in 
Toronto and are responsible for the 
maintenance, cleaning and lighting 
of the Cross of Sacrifice. 

As custodian of Regimental 

property, the Trust Fund maintains 
and insures the priceless furnish
ings, silver and paintings now held 
in the Home Station Messes in 
Toronto. The Messes continue to 
enjoy high praise from the many 
visitors and returning members who 
visit regularly. 

In addition to active fund-raising 
and generous donors, the Trust 
Fund receives income from the Kit 
Shop, managed by Capt Fred 
Burroughs. We helped to establish 
this successful venture and now 
enjoy a steady return on our in
vestment. 

The Trust Fund is committed to 
supporting the constant growth of 
our Regiment and to preserving our 
cherished traditions. This committ
ment requires a reliable source of 
income and I am confident we can 
count on the continued support of 
all members of the Regimental 
family who recognize the responsi
bilities of belonging to Canada's 
oldest and finest. Once in the 
Queen's Own, Always in the 
Queen's Own. 

D. A. Pryer, LCol 
THE QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES OF CANADA TRUST FUND 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR THE NINE YEAR PERIOD ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1977 

CASH IN BANK, 1 January 1969 .......................................... . 

RECEIPTS 
Donations (1) ......................................................... . 
Bank Interest ......................................................... . 
Wintario Grant ........................................................ . 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Regimental Museum - upkeep, net (2) ................................... . 
Regimental grants for support of the Regiment, net of costs recovered (3) ..... . 
Fund raising campaigns expenses ....................................... . 
Printing and sundry including insurance regimental property ................ . 
Donations - Canterbury Cathedral ...................................... . 
Donations - St. Paul's Anglican Church ................................. . 
Books of Remembrance, including lectern ................................ . 
Refurbishing - Cross of Sacrifice ....................................... . 
Grant - "Powder Horn, 1969" ........................................... . 

CASH IN BANK, 31 December1977 ....................................... . 

NOTES: 

$34,670 
807 

5,138 

2,159 
25,377 

690 
1,132 

424 
100 

1,621 
1,513 
1,000 

$ 2,089 

40,615 
42,704 

34,016 
$ 8,688 

(1) This includes donations from individuals plus some from Q.O.R.; 1.0.D.E.; Q.O.R. Legion and Pioneers & Skirmishers i.e. 
new outfits, etc. 

(2) This is the net cost after deducting $6,114 that was recovered from sale of surplus museum items i.e. 
Museum costs. . . . . . $8,273 
Recovered . . . . . . . . . 6,114 
Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,159 

Included in costs was remuneration and insurance for work at the museum. 

(3) lnlcudes amounts given to the Regiment or on its behalf - for example - the refurbishing of the Pioneers & Skirmishers; the 
trip to England; the production of our Record Album and the 1860 Cadet Corps uniforms. Item (3) has also been reduced by 
the recovery of $2,000 from the sales of our Albums by the Regimental Gift Shop. 

The centre spread overleaf reprinted with the kind permission of the Royal Canadian Military Institute. 
Sponsored by Armatek Controls Ltd. 
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