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Russian and British claims to North
ern California by establishing a Span
ish colony at the newly discovered 
Bay of San Francisco. 

The task was given to a frontier sol
dier, Captain Juan ebautista de Anza, 
with the requirement to open a land 
route from Sonora to Northern Cali
fornia. Accompanied by Father Juan 
Diaz, who had followed part ofKino's 
route and leading 20 soliders, Anza 
began the march in January, 1774 by 
retracing Kino's road. Although Anza 
deviated from Kino's route he found 
watering places missed by Kino and 
developed the new route known later 
as the Gila Trail, with such skill that 
on his return he was assigned the task 
of preparing for and leading the long 
march of the San Francisco Company. 
This company included 30 families 
with 118 children and 100 head of live
stock. In 1775-76 Captain de Anza 
moved the company from Sinaloa to 
Northern California with the loss of 
only one life. 

No more military expeditions took 
place but one more trail blazing effort 
was commissioned by the Viceroy. In 
1776 two Franciscan Friars were dis
patched to find a trail that would con
nect Santa Fe with the new missions 
being established in California. This 
proved to be an impossible task but 
the effort became a major achieve
ment when the small party observed 
and mapped a vast region of the sou
thwest. The two friars , Escalante and 
Sominquez did not live to see their 
dream of a road to California fulfilled 
but a ford they found over the Colo
rado river was not forgotten. Half a 
century later in 1829, a company of 60 
traders from Santa Fe used it as a short
cut to establish a trade route over the 
Mohave Desert to the missions of 
Southern California. 
The United States Era: 

The history of the U.S. Army in the 
American Southwest began in 1846 
when Gen. Stephen Watts led his' Army 
of the West' out of Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, into Santa Fe and down the 
Gila Trail to California claiming these 
vast lands, mainly unchartered, for 
the United States. Men from the U.S. 
Army's Topographical Corps follow
ed, exploring, mapping and surveying 
trails and railroad routes. 

During the Civil War, regular troops 
were moved east following which, 
troops of the Union and the Confeder
acy skirmished briefly in the Arizona 

PAGE 52 

Territory before Gen. James Carle
ton's column of California volunteers 
secured the Arizona Territory and New 
Mexico for the Union. After the war 
the regular army troops returned to 
be met by a new foe - the Apache, a 
formidable enemy. 

The Apache was unexcelled in gue
rilla warfare, a master of the ambush, 
attacking only when chances of suc
cess were excellent, retreating against 
unfavourable odds. A major U.S. Army 
problem was the grueling desert ter
rain of the Southwest. It was a land the 
Apache was on intimate terms with 
and felt comfortable. The Apache was 
also fully mobile thanks to the horses 
left from the Coronado expedition cen
turies before. 

By 1877 a network of 70 U.S. Army 
outposts was established across the 
Southwest frontier. The key element 
of this network was Camp Huachuca. 
the camp provided excellent observa
tion of both the Santa Cruz and San 
Pedro valleys from the shelter of the 
Huachuca Mountains as well as pro
tecting settlers in the southern part of 
the Arizona Territory and was occu
pied by a column of the 6th U.S. Cav
alry from Fort Lowell in Tucson in 
March, 1877. 

The Apache campaign wore on. It 
saw the introduction of black cavalry 
and infantry units to become known 
as the Buffalo Soldiers and the expe
rimental use of the heliograph signal
ling device using British Army equip
ment. (One of these heliographs is in 
the Fort Huachuca Museum). The use 
of heliographs proved to be of major 
importance in the campaign. Even
tually in 1886, troopers from Fort Hua
chuca tracked down the last of the 
Apache leaders, Geronimo, who with 
his surrender, the Apache campaigns 
came to a close. 

With the Indian wars ended, most 
of the outposts were closed but Fort 
Huachuca's strategic location made it 
a key army post in the American South
west. Troops from the fort, notably 
the 10th Cavalry, a black regular army 
unit, patrolled an uneasy border with 
Mexico preparing for trouble. It came 
in a raid on American soil at Colum
bus, New Mexico by Pancho Villa, a 
revolutionary and bandit. This result
ed in a primitive expedition into Mex
ico in 1916, led by Gen. Pershing, it 
failed to come to grips with Villa. It 
was also the last military action in the 
American Southwest. 

MAJOR KEN.BOWLES, CD. 
Sources: -Fort Huachuca Museum 

Dimensions, Duty, 
Daring and Distinction in the 
Apache Southwest. 

- Coronado - National 
Park Service, U.S. Dept of the 
Interior 

-Arizona's Earliest High
ways - Stewart L. Udall, Arizona 
Highways, Oct. '88 
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EDITORIAL 

For the first time since the com
mencement of our Regimental Jour
nal in 1978, we were not able to pub
lish an edition last year, however, this 
year we have incorporated two issues 
into one. The first set of reading will 
apply to the year 1988, followed by 
current issues for 1989. 

It is most gratifying to note that 
over the years our readership has ex
panded so much so that people out
side our Regimental Family, having 
either seen or heard of our journal, 
have taken the time to send us sub
missions. We are most appreciative of 
their interest and have published, on 
occasion, their contributions as we 
felt it makes a nice change of pace. 

All Q.O.R. Association.s across the 
country will be celebrating the Regi
ment's 130th Birthday/ Anniversary 
(26 April, 1860-1990), during the wee
kend of 28/29 April. Do contact your 
Association for further details . 

QUEEN'S OWN 
REGIMENTAL 
COOKBOOK 

To commemorate the regiments 
130th birthday (April, 1990), we are 
hoping to publish a cookbook com
prising of favourite recipes from mem
bers of our regimental family across 
the country. This, of course, can only 
be accomplished by your co-operation/ 
participation and would ask that you 
please mail your particular recipe(s) 
to: Mrs. Gloria Budden, 190 Queen 
Street South, Apt. 102, Streetsville, 
Ontario L5M 1L3 at your earliest 
convenience. 

Many thanks, greatly appreciated. 

Sunday, 29 April, 1990, there will be 
a Change of Command Ceremonial 
Parade from LCol. C.E. Rayment, CD 
to LCol. R. Campbell, CD. This im
portant event will be held at Moss 
Park Armoury, 130 Queen Street East, 
Toronto, Ontario, commencing at 1400 
hours. A reception will be held in all 
the Mess's following. We welcome all 
members, their families and friends to 
be present on this occasion. 

In closing, may I express my sincere 
appreciation to 'all' who have taken 
the time and effort to contribute to 
the success of our journal and that 
with your continued support we are 
ensured of future volumes we can all 
enjoy. 

JOYCE REDDIN 
Editor 

TRANSCRIPT 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Dear Sir: 

On October 4th my father, William 
R. Breakey passed away. My Dad was 
a former member of your regiment. As 
a last request from my father he wan
ted the Last Post played by The 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. 

Mr. George Walford of your regi
ment played at my father's grave site 
like I've never heard before. It gave 
my father dignity and honor. As a for
mer member of the Armed Forces my
self, R.C .O.C., it gives me great re
spect for your regiment that Mr. Wal
ford came out after losing his mother
in-law the night before to my father's 
burial. This man deserves the recog
nition for his courage and devotion to 
your regiment. 

Thank you, 
Signed: Kevin Breakey 

God Bless 
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TRADITIONS OF THE 
RIFLE BRIGADE 

The Rifle Brigade, not really a bri
gade but a regiment was once the 95th 
of foot, but after 1815 its order of pre
cedence was last and it always stood 
on parade to the left of all otherin
fantry regiments. When there were a 
hundred regiments, its place was the 
101st; when a new regiment was add
ed, it moved to remain at the end. One 
might imagine that at one time it had 
disgraced itself and so was doomed 
forever to be last, but such was not the 
case. The regiment was taken "out of 
the line" as a reward for its gallant 
conduct at the Battle of Waterloo 
(1815). 

The regiments of the line were num
bered from 1 to (eventually) 109, plus 
the unnumbered rifle brigade. By Gen
eral Order no. 70 of 1881, numbers 
were abolished, but some regiments 
were inordinately fond of them and 
continued to use them long after
wards. Others did not use their num
bers even when they were part of their 
official titles. The 3rd of foot, for ex
ample, was generally known as the 
"Buffs", however, the Kings Royal 
Rifle Corps liked 60th, its name and 
number and was known as the 60th 
Rifles. 

Every Regiment is proud of being 
different, but no one takes such dili
gence in what it calls its "separate
ness" as the Rifle Brigade. It is jealous 
of its distinction of being out of line 
and having no number or fixed place 
(except last) in the order of prece
dence. Like its sister regiment, the 
Kings Royal Rifle Corps, it dressed in 
green, wore black buttons and spoke 
with disdain of the red-coated regi
ments as "the red army". 

Certain commands, such as "Atten
tion" and "Slope Arms" - now "Shoul
der Arms" were never used. Indeed 
the rifle was never carried at or on the 
shoulder, but always at the trail. 

Bayonets were called swords; pri
vates were called riflemen. 

Rifle Brigade officers pride them
selves on never using slangor abbre
viations and subaltern officers and 
captains never said "sir" to their se
niors. Subalterns (second lieutenants 
and lieutenants) are known as and are 
addressed as mister. 

The Rifle Brigade has a marching 
pace which is faster than other line 
regiments. This can make it rather 
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unpopular at parades. A very close 
fraternal feeling developed between 
riflemen, in an era when most officers 
paid little attention to the concerns of 
the soldiers under their command, and 
some even regarded the other ranks 
as a "damned nuisance". The officers 
of the Rifle Brigade prided themselves 
on their close relationship with their 
men. 

The Rifle Brigade was also known 
for its ability to collect mascots and 
pets. In 1899 when a battalion of the 
Rifle Brigade left Crete to fight the 
Boers in South Africa, it carried with 
it a badger, two ibexes and, of course, 
a full complement of dogs. Soldiers 
and dogs always seem to go together, 
and in the Rifle Brigade it was no ex
ception. Many dogs faithfully follow
ed their masters into battle, for al
though soldiers were never able to 
smuggle their wives or sweethearts on 
board troop ships, they were remark
ably successful in bringing their pets 
on board. 

Except for the Guards (who were 
seldom in peacetime stationed out
side Britain), all regiments spent time 
in one of the far flung posts of the grow
ing British Empire. In 1868, out of 110 
regiments of the line, 47 were at home. 
The 3rd Battalion of the Rifle Brigade 
was in India from 1879 to 1905, the 
longest stay of any battalion abroad in 
the Victorian and Edwardian era. Some 
of the officers' wives followed their 
husbands to war and overseas post
ings. Eliza Anelia, Lady Errol, wife of 
William Henry, 18th Earl of Errol, a 
captain in the Rifle Brigade accompa
nied her husband to the seat of war in 
the Crimea where they were to share a 
tent. In later years, when asked by a 
grandchild if the bed has been com
fortable, she replied; "I do not know 
my dear. His Lordship had the bed 
and I slept on the ground". 

Prior to 1880 the first twenty-five 
infantry regiments of the line were all 
two-battalion regiments; however, the 
Rifle Brigade and the King's Royal Rifle 
Corps had four battalions each, while 
the remaining line regiments had but 
one battalion. 

The King's Royal Rifle Corps, an 
expensive and exclusive regiment, was 
sometimes referred to as the "King's 
Rich Rude Rifles" and during the first 
World War, due to their cap badge 
being in the shape of the maltese cross, 
it became derisively known as "The 
Kaisers Own". 

In the days of Queen Victoria and 
King Edward, the Kings Royal Rifle 
Corps was one of the most expensive 
and snobbish regiments in the army. 
General Sir Brian Harrocks described 
it as: 
"one of the most exclusive family regi
ments in the military world. No one 
could hope to become an officer in the 
60th without close family connec
tions, and even then only after most 
searching inquiries had been made by 
the Colonel Commandant of the Regi
ment. It is more difficult to obtain a 
commission in this Regiment than in 
any other corps in the army, including 
the Household Cavalry, Cavalry or 
Guards. 

In 1900 the Duke of Cambridge was 
its Colonel in Chief, and it numbered 
quite a few aristocrats, including his 
Highness, Prince Christian Victor Al
bert Ludwig Ernest Anton of Schew
sig - Holstein, GCB GCVO, a captain 
the regiment and a beret major. It had 
not always been so stylish, however. It 
was formed here in North America as 
the Royal American Regiment in 1775. 
After the American Revolution, it 
evolved from a colonial corps into a 
kind of foreign legion. Even its offi
cers were foreigners; Swiss, French, 
German, et al. Then the foreigners 
were swept out and it became an Eng
lish regiment, the 60th Rifles, which 
grew even more popular amongst the 
rich and titled. 

Regiments, like people acquire friends 
over the years' during the Anglo Boer 
War, the Gurkhas, from their meagre 
pay subscribed to a fund for the fami
lies of fallen soldiers of the King's 
Royal Rifle Corps, for the 2nd Gurk
has have a special relationship with 
the Regiment, for they possess part of 
the mess table on which had been laid 
the corpses of the King's Royal Rifles 
Corps officers slain at Delhi during 
the mutiny. 

Regiments of similar backgrounds 
and those who served together remain 
close. In the 1870's, in the midst of an 
altercation at the theatre at Alder
shot, two Rifle Brigade soldiers found 
themselves being "worsted". One call
ed for help from the Light Division, 
and this appeal to history and tradi
tional friendship brought soldiers of 
the 43rd and 52nd Regiments to join 
the fight. 

. \ 

FROM CORONADO TO 
PERSHING

MILITARY ACTIONS 
IN THE AMERICAN 

SOUTHWEST 
1540-1916 

The Spanish Era 
Hernando Cortex, in 1519, started 

the expeditions in the American South
west to gain the riches that were said 
to be available for the taking and which 
had fired the spanish imagination since 
Spain's discovery of the 'New World' . 
While many expeditions ended in fail
ure, enough were successful to keep 
the dream alive. Such was the situa
tion in 1536 when Cabeza de Vaca and 
three companions, sole survivors of 
the shipwrecked Narvaez expedition 
arrived in Mexico City after eight years 
of wandering through what is now the 
American Southwest. They told of a 
strange land to the north with large 
cities and wealth untold. In 1539 Men
doza, Viceroy of New Spain, sent Fray 
Marcos de Niza with guides and one of 
the survivors of the Narvaez expedi
tion to explore further. Within a year 
Fray Marcos returned with a glowing 
report but without the Narvaez survi
vor, who had been killed. On the basis 
of this report a major military expedi
tion was mounted and on 6 January, 
1540 the Viceroy commissioned Fran
cisco Vasques de Coronado as expedi-

tion commander and Captain Gen
eral of all lands hemight discover and 
claim for king and country. 

The expedition left Compostela on 
the west coast of Mexico on 23 Feb
ruary, 1540 with 336 Spanish soldiers, 
four priests, several hundred Mexican
Indian allies and 1,500 stock animals. 
Supplies were sent north by ship 
through what is now the Gulf of Cali
fornia under Captain Hernando de 
Alarcon. Coronado with 100 soldiers 
marching ahead of the slower moving 
army arrived at Hawikuh, the first of 
the fabled cities of Cibola, told of by 
Vaca, on 7 July, 1540, but found it to 
be a rock masonry village occupied by 
Indians who were ready to fight. The 
Spaniards drove the Indians out and 
took over the village and its supplies
making it their headquarters until No
vember, 1540. Fray Marcos was sent 
back to Mexico City amidst much re
sentment about his earlier glowing 
report. 

While at Hawikuh, Coronado sent 
out three columns to explore and one, 
commanded by Captain Melchior Diaz 
to intercept Captain Alarcon's sup
port flotilla and bring back supplies. 
In doing so, Diaz became the discove
rer of California two years before the 
navigator Juan Rodrigues Cabrillo 
landed at San Diego. The third co
lumn, that of Captain Hernando de 
Alvarado with 20 men travelled east 
and brought back the most promising 
information, but further exploration 
would have to waqit until spring. The 

~my thus wintered at the village of 
Tiquex, which had been found by Cap
tain Alvarado. Initially, the Indians 
were friendly but because of Spanish 
violations of hospitality, became open
ly hostile. Battles followed and the 
Indians were either killed or forced 
to withdraw. 

On 23 April, 1541, the entire army 
set out for the unbelievably rich land 
to the east called Quivira, based on 
information received by Captain de 
Alvarado from and Indian and includ
ed in his report. After 40 days of tra
vel, Coronado sent most of his men 
back to Tiquex and continued on with 
30 soldiers but on reaching Quivira 
found it to be a village of grass houses. 
Disillusioned, his dreams of fame and 
fortuned shattered, Coronado led his 
command back to Mexico City in the 
spring of 1542 where he was discredit
ed. He and his captains were subse
quently called upon to account for 

their actions. It was four years before 
he cleared his name and after retur
ning to Spain, died in relative obscu
rity at the age of 42. He could not know 
that the horses he left behind helped 
give the American Indian the means 
to dominate plain and mountain and 
completely alter the future Indian war
fare. In addition, the trail he blazed 
would serve as the road used by Indi
ans, Spaniards and long afterwards, 
U.S. Cavalry Troops. 

While much exploration continued, 
Don Antonio de Espejo in 1583 look
ing for precious ores - Don Juan de 
Onate in 1598 to establish the first 
permanent european settlement in the 
American Southwest (22 years before 
the 'Mayflower' landed at Plymouth 
Rock), and later in 1604-5 searching 
for the South Sea (Pacific Ocean), near
ly a century elapsed before another 
expedition with a military purpose was 
proposed. To tie in the Sonora settle
ments to a location on the Pacific Coast 
that would serve as a port for the fa
mous Manila Galleons plying between 
Acapulco and the Philipes became 
the dream of Father Eusebio Fran
cisco Kino. As a start, Father Kino 
started in the fall of 1698 to survey 
possible routes through the Wester 
Sundrra desert. Although Captain 
Diaz, as part Coronado's army, had 
made his way across this arid expanse 
158 years before, he had left no maps 
or written record. thus Kino started 
again studying the western landscape 
all the way to the Gulf of California 
whose waters he came to all in the dis
tance and three months later set out 
to cross the desert en route to 
California. 

In the next three years Kino made 
three additional trips over this route, 
always travelling in fall and winter. 
One trek in 1700, by climbing a moun
tain and using his telescope, was able 
to verify that california was not an 
island but a huge land mass stretching 
from the Colorado River, a great dis
tance in the direction of the Pacific 
Ocean. 

For more than two decades the in
defatigable explorer/missionary criss
crossed southern Arizona, mapping, 
marking out watering places, to estab
lish a short cut to distant California -
a route later dubbed El Camino de 
Diablo. However, it was not until the 
1770's that Kino's proposal was im
plemented by the Viceroy and only 
then as partof a strategy to forestall 
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HM The Queen of Denmark (Allied Colonel-in-Chief of the 
Regiment) with Lt. Col. Chris Carter. 

Contingent from 1 En. exercises the Regiments Freedom of the 
Royal Borough of Guildford. 
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The Queen's Regiment free-fall team 'The Flying Dragons'. 

Maj. Gen. M. Reynolds, CB presents cup to Mayor of Crows
borough. Photo: Courtesy of Jacqueline Welch. 

REPORT OF THE 
HONORARY COLONEL 

Since 'The Rifleman' did not pub
lish last year, my report covers both 
1988 and 1989. 

In February, 1988, the Command
ing Officer, myself, accompanied by 
our ladies, attended at the opening by 
our Colonel-in-Chief, HRH Princess 
Alexandra, of the new Ontario House 
in London, England. We had an oppor
tunity of bringing Her Highness up to 
date on the regiments activities. 

In April, 1988, we were fortunate to 
have Lt. Gen. Sir David Ramsbotham, 
Commander of U.K. Land Forces, as 
our guest at the Regimental Birthday. 
The General attended our Drumhead 
Church Service in the Armouries and 
inspected the regiment following the 
service. Being a former Green Jacket, 
the General expressed his pleasure on 
viewing an allied regiment on parade. 
We also had the pleasure of an addi
tional visit by General Ramsbotham, 
accompanied by Lady Ramsbotham 
to the Regimental Birthday Parade at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake on April 29, 1989. 
Another welcome visitor from our 
allied regiment The Queen's was its 
Colonel of the Regiment, Major Gen
eral Michael Reynolds who attended 
a Mess Dinner in February, 1989. 

During the past two years we have 
attempted to maintain contact with 
our Associations across Canada. LCol 
Grahame Baskerville arranged a din
ner for the Ottawa Brunch in April, 
1988, which was attended by approxi
mately 60 persons, including ladies. 
The Toronto delegation consisted of 
myself, the Honorary Lieutenant Col
onel, the Commanding Officer and 
LCol. Ted Shuter and, of course, 
their ladies. 

Our Ottawa Branch are to be con
gratulated for their enthusiastic sup
port of the regiment. In August, 1989, 
the Honorary Colonel; the Command
ing Officer and myself, attended the 
75th Anniversary of the P .P .C.L.I. in 
Calgary. The Queen's Own Calgary 
Association arranged a get together 
barbeque for those QOR attending 
the celebration and we had a great 
reunion of former QOR's from Victo
ria, Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and 
Ottawa. 

In June, 1989, Jack Martin, Presi
dentofthe QOR Toronto Association, 
master-minded a visit to Holland and 

France to commemorate the 45th 
Anniversary of D-Day and to dedicate 
a memorial plaque at Le Mesnil Patry. 
Among those attending, with their 
ladies, were myself, the Hon. LCol, 
Hank Elliott; C.O., LCol. Ed Ray
ment, former Hon. Cols, Elliot Dalton 
and Neil Gordon and the RSM Brian 
Budden. Our thanks to Jack Martin 
for his efforts in arranging the tour. 

Considerable time has been ex
pended by those involved with the 
Regimental Museum at Casa Loma. It 
is expected that proposed changes 
will enhance the considerable work 
graciously undertaken by Bill Bar
nard for so many years. Colonel Bill 
and WilfDurance contributed greatly 
to perpetuate the history of the regi
ment by displaying its artifacts and 
memorabilia in Casa Loma. Peter 
Simundson has now taken over as 
Curator and I am sure he will continue 
the great traditions established by 
Bill Barnard. 

Many of our riflemen have passed 
away in the past two years. Many con
tributed greatly to the regiment but I 
must single out RSM Duncan Green, 
Major Russ Waters and a CSM, Joe 
Resnick for their magnificent contin
ued support of the regiment during 
their lifetime. 

The regiment has progressed and 
prospered during the dynamic leader
ship of LCol. Ed Rayment whose en
thusiasm has had a contagious effect 
on all serving and former riflemen and 
I am certain this feeling will continue 
during the remainder of his command. 

COLONEL J.F. LAKE, CD. QC 
HONORARY COLONEL 

COMMANDING 
OFFICERS REPORT -

1988-89 
The year 1988 was a year of tremen

dous success for the Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada. Our overall strength 
climbed to its highest level in many 
years with 235 members being regist
ered within the Regiment. Our non
effective strength was below 10, and 
for a brief period, we enjoyed being 
the largest unit in the Garrison. We 
have created a new company to accom
modate our numbers and the follow
ing organizations now exist in the Bat
talion: - Battalion Headquarters, 
60th Company, Buffs Company (both 

trained infantry companies), Nor
mandy Company (representing the re
cruit company), and Victoria Compa
ny (representing combat service sup
port). 

Let's explain the success of this year 
in chronological order. Starting in Jan
uary 1988, the Officer's Mess held it's 
annual Regimental Mess Dinner for 
1987. Our guest of honour was Briga
dier General Jack Richardson who cov
ered the Regiment's involvement in 
Korea and during the decade of the 
'50's. Attendance was strong and many 
old faces were seen in the Mess again. 
February brought our District Inspec
tion, along with the accolades of Com
mander in regard to our ability to field 
a fighting unit which was both admini
stratively and operationally sound. 
The Regiment received high marks 
and particular mention should be 
made of Lt Larry Hicks and his trans
port platoon, Capt Tony Welsh and 
his Ops and Training area, Capt Bruce 
McEachern and his Orderly Room 
staff, Lt Elaine Welsh and her finance 
section, along with all the other mem
bers of the unit who participated strong
ly in the Inspection. In addition, the 
Commander was strongly impressed 
by our fitness levels. 

The month of March brought the 
Garrison Ball with myself and the pre
vious CO, LCol B.G. Baskerville cele
brating our birthdays on the same date 
of the ball, that being 27 March 1988. 

April we celebrated our Regimental 
Birthday with an excellent drumhead 
ceremony, the brainchild of Joe Res
nick, which brought record numbers 
back to the unit. In May we received 
word that our wedge caps, black but
tons, black tie and cross belts were 
now part of the new Canadian Forces 
standard of dress. This achievement 
was the work of several years of con
stant liaison with the Director of Cere
monial, the Director of Infantry and 
the Headquarters of FMC. Captain 
Eric Simundson should be congratu
lated on his ability to dig deep into 
tradition to ensure the future of the 
rifle brigade continued in Canada. The 
month of June brought the return of 2 
old faces to the Regiment, those being 
Capt Marcel Gagnier and Capt Rob 
Zeidlier. Both served in the British 
Army and were eager to rejoin the 
Regiment. Marcel joined us in Sep
tember, however, Rob was offered an 
interesting career path in an invest
ment bank in London. We expect to 
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see Rob back once he gets his feet wet 
in the investment industry, as his car
eer goals will be to continue with the 
unit. 

MILCON came in August and the 
Regiment was the strongest unit par
ticipating in Milcon. 94 all ranks parti
cipated in two locations, those being 
Borden and Petawawa. Borden was 
reserved for the Airborne Platoon. In 
both locations, the unit distinguished 
itself, and particular mention should 
be made of Lt. Tim Hannan who re
ceived congratulations from General 
Fox, Commander of the Army. 

September arrived with the Offi
cer's Mess being redecorated with a 
new carpet as well as a new dinner 
concept instituted by Capt Hermant 
and Major Tony Schultz; that being 
an old boys dinner on 27 September 
1988. It was well attended and many 
new and old stories were exchanged 
by all. In addition, Capt Tony Welsh 
was married on 16 September in true 
Regimental style. 

Eileen Vaughan also jumped into 
Seoul Korea during the Olympics and 
became the first Queen's Own to get a 
bird's eye view of Korea since the war. 
The Infantry Competition occurred 
on 23 September 1988, and we narro
wly missed winning top place by two 
points to the Lincoln and Welland Reg
iment. Instead we walked away with 
the Brigadier General Lewis trophy, 
as well as the hope that in the coming 
year, the margin would be in our 
favour. 

October was a quiet month with the 
month of November bringing in the 
Annual Mess Dinner for 1988. The 
guest of honour was the new District 
Commander, Colonel W. Jensen, who 
has always been a strong supporter of 
our unit despite his heritage in the 
48th Highlanders of Canada. 

December brought a new round of 
recruiting and over 60 recruits reg
istered in the training program. All in 
all, it was a good year in which all the 
officers, NCO's, men of the Queen's 
Own distinguished themselves and sup
ported the oldest and finest regiment 
in Canada, The Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada in a manner that their prede
cessors would be proud of. 

1989 TRAINING YEAR 
Without a doubt, 1989 was consid

ered a most interesting year in em
ployment opportunities. We were able 
to send 19 members to postings out-
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side the country. These postings in
cluded Germany, Cyprus and Namibia. 
Lieutenant Chris Donald was the pla
toon leader in Cyprus and has had 
numerous television interviews, as 
well as being the subject of a special 
documentary on the Canadian U.N. 
Forces. Also, during the year, our Regi
mental strength rose to the highest 
level in the past decades, that being 
257. This was the first time that we 
were the largest unit in the Toronto 
Militia Garrison and, in fact, the larg
est unit in Central Militia Area. 

On April 30, 1989, Lieutenant Gen
eral Sir David Ramsbotham and his 
wife Lady Susan, both from the U.K., 
visited the Regimental Birthday Cele
bration held at Fort George, Niagara
on-the-Lake. This celebration includ
ed displays by the Pioneers and Skir
mishers, Regimental Band and an In
fantry Section. It was attended by the 
officers, both serving and associate, 
with a turn out of approximately 120 
people. Despite the bad weather, the 
event was enjoyed by all, especially 
the Lieutenant General. Lieutenant 
General Sir David Ramsbotham is cur
rently the Director General Territori
al Army, as well as being a former 2 
Green Jacket. 

A demonstration was held for the 
benefit of the Association on the Sat
urday previous to the Niagara-on-the
Lake event, and was hosted by Cap
tain Erik Simundson and his Nor
mandy Company. 

The summer positioned us as the 
largest unit in the field, however, we 
had the smallest Milcon attendance. 
This was the result of our large intake 
of summer recruits, as well as profes
sional enhancement courses. Hope
fully in the coming year we will be able 
to duplicate our largest number in the 
field, as well as provide the largest 
unit at Milcon as we will be training in 
Petawawa with the Canadian Air
borne Regiment. 

On August 10, 1989, the Regiment 
provided 62 all ranks for the Warrior's 
Day Parade which again brought tre
mendous press coverage to ourselves 
and the Canadian Armed Forces. On 
August 27, 1989, we hosted the 101st 
Long Range Recon Group from the 
United States who provided their Cl30 
for a joint exercise between American 
and Canadian parachutists. 

By the stand to of September 07, 
1989, the unit strength hovered around 
245 and the number of officers serving 

under The Queen's Own cap badge 
rose to 43. We employed over 20 mem
bers at different headquarters, rang
ing from NDHQ to Torono Militia Dis
trict. Lieutenant Eileen Vaughan was 
attached to the Canadian Skyhawk 
Parachuting Team where she distin
guished herself and the Regiment. 

The Fall brought the need to return 
to our FNClAl rifles, the C2 light 
machine gun, the GPMC and the SMG 
for a new family of weapons, those 
being the C7 rifle, the C9 LMG and 
the C6 GPMG. The unit hosted the 
machine gunners STT Course, as well 
as obtaining over 48 new personnel for 
Normandy Company. 

The Remembrance Day Parade of 
November 06, 1989, was well attended 
with over 105 members turning out. 
Our parade was complete with televi
sion coverage on national news on both 
CFTO and CITY T.V. 

Our Men's Christmas Party was held 
on December 16, 1989, gave me an op
portunity to introduce 39 of our 43 
officers to the associate membership, 
of which 38 associates attended. 

Turning to new faces this year, Ma
jor Bob Campbell came to us from the 
Canadian Forces Recruiting Centre 
on Sheppard and Yonge, and has been 
selected as my successor on April 29, 
1990. Bob brings with him a wealth of 
experience as well as an exchange with 
the American Airborne Forces. In add
ition we received a new Padre, Cap
tain Terry Blizzard. Terry's experi
ence was with the regular army and he 
is also jump qualified. Major Paul Tai
Ion came on attachment with us from 
the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa. 
Captain Marcel Gagnier returned to 
us from Central Militia Area and Cap
tain Michael Parks joined us from the 
supplemental list. In addition, Cap
tain Mark McGhie became attached 
to us from the 5 Queen's Regiment. 
Lieutenant Kevin Sheedy transferred 
to our Regiment from the PWOR's. 
Sandy Banerjee, Dennis Miller and 
Jason Straw entered the RESO Pro
gram and successfully completed their 
training. Vlad Oustimovitch came back 
after a leave of absence of approxi
mately 5 years. As well, Raziel Zisman 
joined the Officer's Mess and suc
cessfully completed his Micip Pro
gram this last summer. Please note 
that all The Queen's Own personnel 
who went on course this summer did 
exceptionally well. Proof that rifle tra
ditions make the best soldier! 

first completely new civic honour re
ceived as the previous 19 have all been 
inherited from our forbear regiments. 
For this memorable occasion a 1st Bat
talion contingent was on parade and 
the day was again concluded with a 
reception, free fall display and Bea
ting Retreat. 
UNIQUE CRICKET SUCCESSES 

The 1st Battalion Cricket Team has 
had outstanding successes in winning 
a unique Hat Trick of three competi
tions this year, the Army Major Units 
Cup, the Infantry (UK) Cup and the 
Infantry UK/BAOR competition. 
These three victories have never be
fore been achieved by any Regiment. 
The Regiment is delighted with these 
successes in a major sport. 

300TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
DANISH CONNECTION 

At the beginning of September the 
Regiment marked the 300th Anniver
sary of our first connection with the 
Danish Royal House. The Albuhera 
Band and 2nd Battalion Corps of 
Drums travelled up from Minden to 
Denmark to participate in the Aarhus 
festival and Beat Retreat before HM 
Queen Margrethe, one of our Allied 
Colonels in Chief. Following the latter 
ceremony, the Colonel of the Regi
mentaccompanied by the Regimental 
Secretary and the Commanding Offi
cer of the 2nd Battalion were received 
in Audience by Her Majesty and had 
lunch with her in Marselisborg Palace. 

Other events during the weekend in
cluded a Regimental Reception in Co
penhagen for many Danes, including 
representatives of the Danish Branch 
of the Regimental Association and a 
courtesy visit by the Colonel of the 
Regiment on the Royal Danish Life
gaurds with whom we have an 'Unoffi
cial Affiliation'. 

HMS CHATHAM 

The Queen's Regiment is to have 
another affiliation with the Royal Navy 
- this time with HMS Chatham, a 
4,200 ton frigate. She is to be commis
sioned at Chatham on 4 May 1990. 
The Albuhera Band will return from 
Minden to play at the ceremony. 

Bandmaster Brian Cunningham of the Regimental Quebec 
Band is presented to HM The Queen. 

Maj. John Gamlin and two jr. soldiers at the start of their suc
cessful 3 man cycle ride across the U.S. to San Francisco. 

Buffs Assoc. march onto parade for the Drum Head Service -
10 July, 1988. 

'Kohima' Band & 5th En. (Volunteers) Corps of Drums -
Freedom Parade Tonbridge, 24 May, 1989. 
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THE QUEEN'S 
REGIMENT 
-1988/89 

REGIMENTAL HIERARCHY 
HM Queen Margrethe II of Den

mark, one of the two Allied 
Colonels-in-Chief of The Queen's 
Regiment, honoured the 1st Bat
talion with two visits this year. 
The first was on Exercise Bold 
Grousse in Denmark in Septem
ber and the second was to their 
barracks in Tidworth in early De
cember. Next year The Queen's 
Regiment celebrates the 300th 
anniversary of its link, inherited 
from The Buffs, with the Royal 
House of Denmark. 

At the end of the year, Brigadier 
Chales Millman OBE hands over 
as Colonel of the Regiment to 
Major General Mike Reynolds CB. 
Earlier this year, the then Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Grenville 
Spratt GBE TD DL D Litt was ap
pointed Honorary Colonel of our 
new Territorial Army unit, the 8th 
(Volunteer) Battalion The Queen's 
Fusiliers (City of London). 

REGUIAR BATTALIONS' 
MOVES 

Details of future postings for our 
Regular Army battalions have now 
been announced. In March 1990 the 
3rd will move from Northern Ireland 
to Cyprus for two years. In January 
1991 the 1st Battalion will go from 
Tidworth to Minden, West Germany, 
where they will replace the 2nd who 
will return to Canterbury, 'The Home 
of The Queen's Regiment'. 

FREEDOM PARADES 
Five of the Regiment's nineteen Civ

ic Honours were exercised this year. 
In June a contingent from the 1st Batta
lion marched through Kingston-upon
Thames, Reigate, Ramsgate and Maid
stone, while in October the 6th/7th 
(Volunteer) Battalion exercised our 
Freedom of Worthing. Next year in 
May a 5th (Volunteer) Battalion con
tingent will march through Tonbridge 
and a new Freedom, of Crow borough, 
will be granted to the Regiment in 
June. 
EXERCISE COMBAT 89 

A team from our 1st Battalion 
has been selected to represent 
the Regiment and the Queen's 
Division in a Central TV inter-
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unit knockout competition which 
will be televised nationwide next 
Spring. In seven½ hour program
mes each team, consisting of a platoon 
commander, senior NCO, junior NCO 
and private, with four reserves of cor
responding ranks, will be physically 
and intellectually tested in six events: 
a gun run with WOMBAT or trailer, a 
run and shoot biathlon, an assault boat 
sortie, a fell run, a vehicle rough ride 
and a patrol encounter. The competi
tion starts at the end of March and 
runs through to the final in early 
June. 

KOHIMA (VOLUNTEER) BAND 
Our TA Band has a new name - the 

Kohima (Volunteer) Band, The 
Queen's Regiment. This name was 
selected in view of the Battle Honour 
awarded to the Queen's Own Royal 
West Kent Regiment for their part in 
the fighting in April 1944 when the 
meagre garrison of Kohima checked 
the Japanese advance towards India. 
During this battle LCpl Harman, 4 
RWK, won a VC, awarded posthu
mously. Giving the TA Band a Regi
mental Battle Honour title brings it 
into line with our two Regular Army 
bands, the Albuhera Band now serv
ing with the 2nd Battalion and the 
Quebec Band at present with the 1st 
Battalion. 
THE FLYING DRAGONS 

the Regimental Free Fall Team, 
The Flying Dragons, who have been 
supported by Prudential for three years 
have now won the sponsorship ofDane
pak for 1989 and 1990. this is a most 
appropriate company in view of the 
Regiment's links with Denmark. The 
team, which was formed three years 
ago gives approximately fifty spectac
ular displays each year at major events 
in our recruiting area and does much 
to publicise the name of the 
Regiment. 
ACORN 

From Flying Dragons to flying cyc
lists. A team of three from the 2nd 
Battalion pedalled their way back from 
Belfast to their base in Minden, West 
Germany at the end of August to pub
licise ACORN, a charity which sup
ports handicapped children. En route 
they called in at Canterbury where 
they were welcomed at the Cathedral 
by the Archdeacon, the Sheriff and 
representatives of the Regiment. The 
2nd Battalion has already raised a four 
figure sum in aid of ACORN and their 

success has had considerable publi
city in local papers. 
A CYCLE MADE FOR THREE 

Continuing with the cycling theme, 
Major John Gamlin of the Regiment 
and two Junior soldiers cycled across 
the United States on a specially con
structed 'Triplet'. They left New York 
in April and completed the 5,500 mile 
crossing to San Francisco in July. They 
were totally self-supporting, taking 
their tent, sleeping bag and spares 
etc. on the 3 man cycle. 
EVEREST EXPEDITION 

Among many expeditions in which 
members of The Queen's Regiment 
have participated this year was the 
British Services Everest Expedition 
1988. Captain Duncan Strutt of the 
Regiment was among 36 climbers se
lected. Although adverse weather con
ditions prevented the expedition reach
ing the summit valuable climbing ex
perience was achieved by all the 
participants. 
GREETINGS 

All ranks of The Queen's Regiment 
send their warmest greetings and best 
wishes for 1989 to all members, past 
and present, together with their fami
lies of The Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada, our Allied Regiment. 
THE BATTALIONS 

The 1st Battalion which is based in 
Tidworth is on an operational tour in 
Belfast from October 1989 to March 
1990. In early 1991 they move to Min
den, West Germany, to replace the 
2nd Battalion which will return to Can
terbury the "Home" of the Regiment. 
A company group of the 2nd Battalion 
will serve in the Falkland Islands from 
March to July 1991. Meanwhile the 
3rd Battalion will be posted from Nor
thern Ireland to Cyprus in March 1990 
for a well-earned 2 year tour in the 
Mediterranean sunshine. the three Ter
ritorial Army battalions also continue 
to flourish. The newest, the 8th Queen's 
Fusiliers, will exercise in BAOR for 
the first time next summer. 
CIVIC HONOURS 

The 5th (Volunteer) Battalion exer
cised the Regiment's Freedom of the 
Borough of Tonbridge and Malling in 
May. The day finished with a recep
tion, a free-fall parachute display by 
the Regimental team 'The Flying Dra
gons' and a Beating Retreat in the 
grounds of Tonbridge Castle. Later in 
June, the Regiment was awarded its 
20th civic honour, the Freedom of the 
Town of Crowborough. This was the 

The Year 1990 brings a host of new 
challenges as well as almost the doub
ling up of our jump allotments. At the 
present time we have 68 jumpers in 
the unit and we hope to be able to 
double this figure in the coming two 
years. 

The Change of Command has been 
set for April 29, 1990 at 1400 hours at 
Moss Park Armoury. I am confident 
that all who can attend this event will 
see an outstanding parade. 

LT. COL. C.E. RAYMENT, CD 
COMMANDING OFFICER 

REPORT FROM THE 
CANADIAN FORCES 

3RD AIRBORNE 
COMMANDO 

The Queen's Own Rifles and the 
Canadian Airborne Regiment have 
been affiliated formally since 1984. 
The latter is a formation of five small 
units, each about 150 men strong, and 
organized to conduct independent 
parachute operations anywhere in Ca
nada. This actually means of course, 
concentration on winter operations, 
given Canada's significant arctic geog
raphy. 

3rd Commando of the Regiment pos
sesses the bulk of the Regiment's 
mountain operations instructors, and 
spends a great deal of time in the pur
suit of mountain operations expertise. 
Unfortunately, up to now there has 
not been an opportunity to involve rifle
men in any meaningful way. Hope
fully, this will change during RV 89. 

Probably more than any other kind 
of soldier, the airborne trooper has to 
be capable of small group and inde
pendent operations. Fitness, more
over, takes on a new meaning when 
parachutes and equipment in winter 
normally weigh more than 150 pounds. 
The riflemen sent to the Airborne Regi
ment invariably possess the qualities 
requisite to the rigours of parachute 
operations. Fit, aggressive and wary, 
they admirably represent their regi
ment in particular, and the reserve 
soldier in general. 

MAJ. J.P. SWEETNAM 
COMMANDING OFFICER 

Boarding the C-130. 

• 

-----. . ---

-
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OBITUARY 
W.O. 1 Duncan Green 

M.M. C.D. 

It is with deep regret we announce 
the passing of W.O. 1 Duncan Green 
on May 20, 1988. 

Mr. Green was born in Paisley, Scot
land on Christmas Eve 1896. He came 
to Canada in 1904 with his family and 
settled in the Village of Swansea. 

Mr. Green joined the 124th "Pals" 
Battalion in 1915 and served with the 
battalion overseas through Vimy Ridge 
and Passchendale where he was cited 
for Bravery and awarded the Military 
Medal. He was wounded at Passchen
dale and returned to England for con
valescence. 

When W.W.II broke out in 1939 
members of the 124th "Pals" Batta
lion contacted Ottawa as to which Regi
ment they belonged to. The reply 
stated Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, 
and so these W.W. I Veterans formed 
the 27th Veterans Guard of The 
Queen's Own Rifles. 

In 1941 the "Pals" Battalion were 
advised that a mistake was made. The 
original reply to which Regiment they 
belonged to should have read The 
Royal Regiment of Canada. The mem
bers of the "Pals" Battalion held a 
meeting in which Mr. Green was sec-
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retary. They wrote to Ottawa request
ing they stay with The Queen's Own 
and that the Battle Honours of the 
124th Pals Battalion be split between 
The Queen's Own and The Royal Regi
ment. This was approved by Ottawa. 

Mr. Green stayed with The Queen's 
Own Rifles Militia after the war and 
eventually retired as Regimental Ser
geant Major. 

Mr. Green served as President of 
The Queen's Own Rifles Association. 
The Regimental Centennial Commit
tee, President of The Queen's Own 
Rifles Branch 344 Royal Canadian 
Legion and was the Past President 
when he passed away. He also served 
two terms as President of the Maple 
Leaf Rifle Club. 

In 1983 he was selected, along with 
14 other W.W. 1 Veterans by the Ca
nadian Government, to re-visit the bat
tle sites in France and Belgium in cele
bration of the 65th Anniversary of 
Vimy Ridge. 

Mr. Green had two passions in his 
life, the Army and his family, and his 
devotion to both will long be remem
bered. 

Capt. J. Green C.D. 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
QUEEN'S OWN 

RIFLES OF CANADA 
TRUST FUND 

The Trustees of your Regimental 
Trust Fund are pleased to have this 
opportunity to express their gratitude 
for the financial support they have 
received from members and friends of 
the Regiment. The generosity of our 
donors has enabled the Trust Fund to 
provide Funds to meet costs incurred 
by various components of the Regi
ment which fall outside the responsi
bility of the Department of National 
Defence. 

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 
Trust Fund was established on 1 Sep
tember 1959 to raise funds for "the 
efficiency, welfare, and well-being of 
the Regiment." To date, nearly $190,000 
has been raised for the purchase of 
ceremonial uniforms and accoutre
ments, to upgrade and maintain the 
Regimental Museum at Casa Loma, 
to carry insurance on Regimental pro
perty and artifacts, to house the Regi
mental Headquarters, and to subsid
ize the "Rifleman". 

The annual recurring costs of acti
vities funded by the Trust Fund 
amount to $12,000. Unfortunately, 
donations have not exceeded $10,000 
in any of the past ten years and it is 
only through bequests that the Trust 
Fund has been able to meet the recur
ring costs. Moreover, the list of regu
lar contributors to the Trust Fund 
contains fewer than 75 names. 

It is, therefore, essential for the 
number of regular donors to increase 
two-fold if the expectations of the 
Trust Fund are to be achieved. We 
urge all members of our Regimental 
family to make an annual financial 
commitment to the Trust Fund so 
that such publications as the "Rifle
man" and the upgrading of the Regi
mental Museum can continue. 

Regimentally yours, 

Stephen F. Andrunyk 
Brigadier General 

President 

The Kenya Rifles has seven batta
lions. Its forerunner, the King's Afri
can Rifles had six battalions but only 
the third battalion represented Kenya, 
with Headquarters in Nakuru, Kenya. 
One story told of the third battalion 
KAR was of the period when Idi Amin, 
later President and many other things 
of Uganda and holder of many self
awarded honours and decorations, in
cluding the Victoria Cross, was a Ser
geant. It is reported that he was once 
surprised while visiting the wife of an 
officer. It is said that the officer chas
ed Sgt. Amin, who was naked, through 
the streets ofNakuru. No information 
is available as to the outcome but it is 
doubted that Sgt. Amin enjoyed it. 

On parade, this day, many things 
were different. Rifle Regiments do 
not normally have colours: the Kenya 
Rifles battalions do. Similarly, the 
Kenya rifles wear black trousers with 
broad red stripes, scarlet tunics, the 
officers with Sam Browne belts and 

swords, other ranks with white belts. 
All wear black forage caps with a red 
band, officers with gold braided peaks, 
other ranks with a brass rim. No rifle 
green was visible. Other differences 
were notable. Of the eight 100-man 
guards on parade, four were drawn 
from the 1st Battalion, two from the 
Kenyan Navy wearing white with black 
belts and gaiters and two from the 82· 
Kenyan Air Force (reformed from the 
earlier Kenyan Air force following an 
attempted coup), wearing Air Force 
blue with white belts. 

Supporting the parade were the 
massed bands, five from Kenya Rifles 
battalions and one from the 82 Kenya 
Air Force. Also on parade were Kenya 
Rifles Corps of Druns. The Kenya 
Rifles bandsmen, dressed in full scar
let with bandsmen's accoutrements, 
wore monkey skin headresses while 
the 82 Air Force bandsmen wore white 
sheepskin shakos with cockades in 
the Kenya colours of green, red and 

black on the side. The massed bands 
were under the direction of the Dire c
tor of Music, Kenya Rifles and six 
drum majors were on parade, five from 
the Kenya rifles with one of them fe
male and one from the 82 Kenya Air 
Force. The senior drum major was 
from the 1st Battalion. 

Following the arrival ceremony, the 
President inspected both ranks of all 
eight guards, on foot. After his return 
to the saluting base came the com
mand - 'Troop' and the ceremony 
took place from the marching and 
countermarching of the massed bands, 
followed by the 'Drummer's Call' to 
the 'Advance in Review Order' . It was 
well done. Particularly notable were 
the dressing on the march in slow and 
quick time, the 'Close Order' on the 
march and the three cheers with head
ress following the 'Advance in Review 
Order'. Altogether a slightly different 
but very creditable performance. 

Major K. Bowles, C.D. 

,5:1 

. ''-'f .... -·- Prior to presentation of 
arms, part of Kenya Rifles 
Corps of Drums shown wear
ing monkey skin headresses. 

Receiving colour from Regt'l Sgt. Maj. 1st Bn. Kenya Rifles, 
Kenya Navy and Air Force shown. 

Inspection by His Excellency Daniel arap Toroitich Mai, 
President and Commander-in-Chief, Kenyan Armed Forces. 
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forward with enormous energy and 
zeal. If the job could be likened to an 
Internal Security campaign, he has 
won the hearts and minds of the coun
ties of Oxfordshire and Buckingham
shire and utterly defeated the doubt
ers who though it could not be done. 
Rewarded with a well earned OBE, he 
leaves to teach at the Staff College 
and we wish him and Georgina the 
very best. Lt Col John Poole-Warren 
takes over: bringing with him deep ex
perience of the TA as an ex Training 
Major of the 4th Battalion. 
The help of the 4th Battalion has been 
instrumental in getting the Batta
lion's shooting off to its first year of 
competition. Efforts have been well 
rewarded. The Battalion won the South 
East District Championship for TA 
units. This is a great credit to the young 
Riflemen since it was their scores in 
the Annual Weapons Test which con
tributed to the fine result. The actual 
shooting team under W02 Ian Friend 
have had a successful first season qual
ifying for Eisley at the South East Dis
trict shoot off and coming a respect
able half way up the final placings in 
the TA Meeting in their first ever 
season. 

We have said farewell to W0l Peter 
Hopkins and welcomed W0l Geordie 
Tollerson to the RSM's chair. W02 
David Roper takes on the top TA sol
diers' job as RQMS. W02 Tony Agut
ter has been commissioned and be
comes MTO. W02 Pete Duffy leaves 
after a distinguished period as CSM 
of Letter 'E' Company. 

TA soldiers, however need never, or 
nearly never fade away since we have 
formed a new Company of the Home 
Service Force (HSF) called Letter 'I' 
Company. In case you are wondering 
about why we have A, D, E and now I 
Companies, we run the lettering in se
quence with 4 RGJ retaining in 5 RGJ 
the Letters of the old RGJ Companies 
from which we were formed and add
ing the new, like I Company in se
quence. Recruiting for the HSF is go
ing well. 

This is the general picture in the 
Battalion. Retention of TA soldiers 
remains a problem but volunteers are 
coming forward. A welcome stands 
ready in Oxford, Aylesbury, High Wy
combe and Milton Keynes for all our 
friends from Affiliated Regiments. 

Since our last report members of 
the Battalion have been on no less 
than 3 'annual' camps. Since every 
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Territorial is only required to do one 
camp of two weeks, the reader could 
be forgiven for asking "why?". First 
away was the main camp at Thetford 
for the first half of September. With 
no clear sub unit structure - there 
was rather more of the tail from Head
quarter Company than the teeth of 
the Rifle Companies - a series of 
cadres were run. These were a Recruit 
Cadre, a GPMG (Sustained Fire) 
Cadre and a Driving Cadre. Initial 
skepticism from Battalion HQ at see
ing Riflemen dressed with the news of 
100% pass rate. 

Alongside all of this we managed to 
complete much fitness training, field 
firing and a day off at the Norfolk 
coast. Two Staff Sergeants from the 
US National Guard also joined on ex
change to sample our training and 
hospitality. 

As the main body drove back from 
Camp 1 120 men were assembling in 
Training Centres to go on the 2 week 
Exercise Marble Tor in Gibraltar. It 
was particularly apt to go this year 
when 3 RGJ were still there to be our 
hosts. Company Headquarters from 
Letter E Company at Milton Keynes 
took under command platoons from 
each rifle Company and a composite 
platoon comprising members of the 
support platoons. On the Rock they 
started out on a round robin of tactics, 
skill-at-arms, and adventure training 
before undertaking a final exercise 
directed by the CO and watched by 
our Honorary Colonel, General Sir 
Peter Hudson. It involved a beach land
ing, scaling the cliffs and then fighting 
through the funnels of inside the Rock 
itself. 

Meanwhile back at the Light Divi
sion Depot the brand new Waterloo 
Band 5 RGJ were parading for their 
first camp. Formed one year earlier by 
ex Band Sergeant Major W02 Morgan 
they were now in uniform and learning 
to march. This they mastered so quick
ly that by day 9 there were able to give 
a marching display to various VIPs. 
The facilities of Sir John Moore Bar
racks, both musical and sporting, were 
greatly appreciated, as was the assis
tance of the Resident Regular Band, 
the Salamanca Band the Light Infan
try. 

The highlight of the last part of the 
year has been the takeover, by Letter 
'A' Company, of their brand new TA 
Centre in High Wycombe. Since for
mation in 1987 they have lived in 4 

portacabins on the site of an old TA 
Centre. The new buildings will be offi
cially opened by HRH The Duchess 
of Kent on 26 April 1990. 

As well as a new building we report 
that we have a new platoon in Bices
ter, to tap the area of North Oxford
shire for manpower. As we head into 
the last year of the formation process, 
which culminates in our Camp in Ger
many in June 1990 we can report that 
we are 85% recruited and ready to 
practice our operational role. 

We have benefitted enormously from 
being located in the only single geo
graphical area that Green Jackets can 
call their own. We hope that anyone 
from the Affiliated Regiments (Oxford
shire and Buckinghamshire) will con
tact us (0865 716060) and visit when 
passing through. 

TROOPING THE 
COLOUR 

1st Battalion, 
Kenya Rifles 

Jamhuri Day, the anniversary of the 
day Kenya became a Republic and a 
member of the Commonwealth. In hon
our of the occasion the colour of the 
1st Battalion, Kenya Rifles is being 
trooped. The salute is to be taken by 
His Excellency Daniel arap Toroitich 
Moi, President and Commander-in
Chief of the Armed Forces of Kenya, 
in the presence of the people of Kenya 
and described on radio and television 
by the Voice of Kenya, the national 
network. 

The following article is reproduced, cour
tesy of the newspaper Abbey's Own, 
serving the Glen Abbey Community in 
Oakville, Ontario, written by HaroldL. 
Bayham. January 27, 1989. 
ONE DAY I SAW A PRINCESS 

A brief glimpse of an 18 year old 
Princess 35 years ago left an indelible 
impression on the writer - Harold 
L. Bayham. 

The time? - oh, somewhere in the 
mid thirties. Teenagers were never 
noted for pin pointing the dates of 
casual events. I was looking at a news
print picture of a girl descending a 
ramp or stairs. I can't even remember 
whether it was from an aircraft or a 
ship. The girl was eye catching, to say 
the least, and that was my introduc
tion to Princess Marina of Greece. 

She was preparing to marry the 
Duke of Kent, the handsome younger 
brother of Edward Vill and George 
VI, succeeding kings of England. I re
call little of the Duchess of Kent until 
the nation mourned the loss of her 
husband. The Duke died when his 
plane crashed in W.W.II. but news
print was the closest that anyone, on 
the western plains especially, could 
hope to get to Royalty. 

On August 30, 1954, Ontario Hydro 
officially opened its new Generating 
Station, Sir Adam Beck #1,. on the 
Niagara River. The older generation 
will recall the drilling of the two tun
nels under the city to carry the water 
from intakes above the falls to the reser
voirfeedingthe penstocks near Queens
ton Heights. The ceremony itself was 
conducted on a platform near the Flor
al Clock. 

Preparation was completed the day 
before. I had strung loudspeakers all 
over the place to handle the crowds. 
These ceremonies were quite historic 
affairs, usually with some celebrity 
officiating. For this event, as you have 
probably guessed, Princess Marina, 
the Duchess of Kent, was invited to do 
the honours. 

The lady, with her entourage, arriv
ed early enough for the people to en
joy them. The Duchess had left her 
girlhood behind and widowhood had 
taken its usual toll, but the bright spot 
of the whole entourage was her eight
een year old daughter, Princess Alex
andra. For a moment I felt as though I 
were seeing her mother almost two 
decades before. That girl was no sleep
ing beauty or shrinking violet, she was 
dressed simply but the chief attrac-

tion was her smile. There was nothing 
fixed about it, that grin flashed so spon
taneously it was almost tom-boyish. 
She took an interest in everything. 

I lost track of the young princess 
during the ceremony but not of the 
Duchess. she was the centre of the 
whole thing and her voice was coming 
through my earphones as I awaited 
her signal. I had previously recorded 
the sound of the generators on the tur
bine and the operating room floors of 
the station. This, I built up to a cres
cendo and had the tape waiting. When, 
after her speech, the Duchess pushed 
the button, supposedly to start the 
turbines, a lamp lit on my panel. That 
was my cue to roll the tape. 

As the sound gradually increased, 
two men stood behind the scenes slow
ly cranking up a big variac. Light bulbs, 
outlining the stage and the Hydro slo
gan began to glow. At the same time 
another man, with his hand on a vari
able clutch, started an electric motor 
and on the back wall of the stage a 
huge geared wheel began to turn. 

With the synchronizing of sound, 
light and motion, the crowd went wild. 
Its roar matched the drone of the tur
bines as it came through the loud
speakers. Joyful smiles, handshaking, 
backslapping, cheering - they were 
all there. Meanwhile, those with any 
technical knowledge hid their grins at 
the thought of a generator, fully loa
ded, starting up from a standing stop. 
But the crowd was happy. It had wit
nessed the Duchess of Kent officially 
opening the new Generating Station, 
Sir Adam Beck # 1. 

We watched the exit of the Royal 
party, presumably to attend a dinner 
with the Powers-that-be. I, naturally, 
not being one of the latter, packed up 
my sound equipment and went home. 
Nine years later I observed a telecast 
of that beautiful girl's wedding. I sup
pose it followed the pattern of such 
Royal affairs but one scene, particu
larly, caught my attention. A closeup 
showed Princess Alexandra, the bride, 
on her husband's arm, conversing ca
sually with him as they left the Abbey. 
Once more I saw the quick flash of her 
spontaneous smile. 

Last week I enjoyed the privilege of 
addressing the West Toronto Branch 
of the Kiwanis Club. The dinner was 
held in Casa Loma and arriving early, 
I had an opportunity to look around. 
One of the castle's upper floors was 
devoted almost exclusively to The 

Queen's Own Rifles - a Toronto Regi
ment. I took in the memorabilia and 
historical displays of the Regiment 
until suddenly I spotted, high on the 
wall, a familiar, warming sight. What 
was Princess Alexandra's picture do
ing here? Actually, separate copies of 
the same picture appeared in three 
different locations on that floor. 

It seemed that any regiment bear
ing the name of the Queen's office, 
must have a royal patron. Alexandra 
was the Patron of The Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada. The picture was 
taken sometime ago, close to the era 
in which I saw her. Now, the Princess, 
like her mother before her, has left 
girlhood behind. I can't be sure of the 
attitude of young recruits, but I can 
definitely empathize with the veter
ans. No doubt the Princess is loved by 
the entire regiment. 

My advice to all who visit Casa Loma 
is simply this. Go and take a look at 
that picture! You will see not only a 
photographer's dream, but a bright 
example of the ultimate of God's crea
tion - Womanhood, with no obvious 
embellishment. 

I have been informed that Her 
Royal Highness will visit Fort York 
this summer. How I would love to see 
her, but likely I shall have to be con
tent with her appearance on the eve
ning news. 

So what is left to be said? May God 
bless Princess Alexandra and all asso
ciated with her! Itis my earnest prayer 
that He will continue to do so. 

DO YOU KNOW? 

A former QOR Rifleman, P. Ayles
worth, now residing in the U.K., rec
ently visited the Canadian Section of 
the Brookwood War Cemetery in Sur
rey, England, and came across the 
grave of QOR Captain H.S. McRae, 
who died on 30 April, 1943. 

If any of our readers know the whe
reabouts of Capt McRae's family (or 
friends), please contact your Regi
mental Headquarters (416) 362-3946 
as the Editorial Staff would very 
much like them to have these photo
graphs. 

Thank you -
The Editor 
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THE REGIMENT 
- 1989/90 

On June 6, 1944, the regiment took 
part in its most demanding and im
portant task ever asked of it in its his
tory. The Normandy landing on D-Day 
is a proud battle honour that demon
strated the determined effort, the su
perb training and the sacrifice shown 
by members of The Queen's Own Rif
les of Canada. 

When a new company was formed 
on January, 1989, with the mandate to 
recruit and train young Canadians to 
become Riflemen, it was fitting that 
the company title be 'Normandy, The 
Rifle Depot'. This title was chosen, 
not only to instill a sense of history to 
the new members, but also to remind 
the rest of the company, its staff and 
instructors, of the importance of their 
task. 

Capt. Erik R.C. Simundson was ap
pointed Officer Commanding Nor
mandy Coy, with MWO Josh Figa as 
his Company Sergeant Major. In the 
first year of this company, a platoon 
graduated twenty four personnel under 
the command of Lt. Kevin Sheedy 
and Sgt. A. Saunders. Of these new 
riflemen, fifteen were sent to Ger
many with our NATO Forces and five 
were chosen to take part in the Re
serve Non-Commissioned Officer Pro
gram (RNIP) which, upon successful 
completion, will accelerate their rank 
to Master-Corporal. The numbers and 
accomplishments of this first platoon 
reaffirms that the future of the regi
ment is in good hands. 

An interesting and humorous event 
occurred during Exercise Frost, a win
ter training exercise at CFB Borden, 
which showed, in a way, why the regi
ment needs recruits. On the final day 
of the exercise it appeared that, due to 
some mysterious reason, there were 
insufficient rations to feed everyone. 
As an example of their high level of 
discipline and their standard of train
ing, all members of the Normandy Coy 
were carrying a full days rations in 
their packs, as per Normandy Coy 
SOP's and with great glee handed 
them in, effectively feeding the entire 
regiment in the field, much to the 60th 
Coy's embarassment. 

The 1989-90 training year brought 
many changes, most important being 
the new BTT training package which 
replaced GMT R&B and TQl Inf. and 
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the final arrival of our new family of 
personal weapons the C7 and C9. 

The new BTT course package took 
a little getting used to by the company 
staff and a great deal of getting used 
to by our Regular Forces Support Staff 
and Headquarters, but after a crea
tive rewrite by CSM Figa, the 'Higher 
Command' finally agreed that The 
Queen's Own way is 'the better way'. 

The new BTT Program is both phy
sically and mentally challenging and 
should produce a skilled soldier able 
to function in a good 'rifles' fashion. 

With the arrival of the new wea
pons, conversion training had to be 
conducted for everyone in the regi
ment. It is an example of their com
mitment to the regiment that over half 
of the instructors on SARP were from 
Normandy Coy and at the same time 
instructing on BTT. 

With the new recruit platoon (VIMY) 
commanded by 2Lt. Jason Straw and 
Sgt. A. Saunders, due to graduate on 6 
June, 1990, and a second platoon (Fa
laise) to start training in April, itis evi
dent Normandy Coy has taken on its 
task with the same determination and 
spirit as its name implies and will con
tinue to strive for perfection in train
ing. 

Victoria Company: 
(OC Lt. Hicks) 

Victoria Company is the adminis
trative support arm of the battalion. If 
you look closely at us on parade you 
will see many different trade badges, 
denoting the skills and abilities of our 
members. These special skills are be
coming more important each day as 
the Militia moves into an era of pro
fessionalism and closer association 
with the Regular Forces. In fact we 
have sent several members on to the 
Regular Force to ply their trade full 
time. Same job - different boss! 

For the past two years the Company 
has run the FMC Driver Wheeled 
Course for the district. We trained 
and qualified 68 drivers for various 
units in TMD. This was a demanding 
task as it involved an extra ten week
ends of work over the winter for each 
of the instructors and staff, who still 
put in their regular hours with the 
Unit. As well, we had to send mem
bers on Driver Instructor and Exam
iner Courses in preparation for the 
drivers courses. The administration 
and logistics were mind boggling but, 
in the Queen's Own tradition, we tough
ed it out and saw a successful conclu-

sion to our efforts and a badly needed 
influx of competent drivers into the 
garrison. 

Victoria Company may be small in 
number but we are strong in experi
ence with an average length of service 
of 6 ½ years. Our strength lies in a 
cadre of dedicated, hard working peo
ple who put their special talents to 
work in the area where they will do the 
most good for the battalion. Most of 
the work is unseen and for the most 
part, unnoticed, but you can really 
feel the appreciation when the troops 
line up for pay parade or the truck 
shows up with hot coffee at the end of 
an exercise. 

Our efficiency was, as always, ref
lected in our various reviews. We have 
no fewer than six major inspections 
and audits by higher headquarters 
each year and always do well. We would 
not be doing our job if we didn't. In
creasing emphasis on budgeting and 
accountability make this a necessity 
and it takes a lot of hard work to stay 
on top of it. 

All in all, Victoria Company has done 
a first class job and I would like to 
extend a heartfelt thanks to all the 
members for a job well done. 

BUFFS COMPANY 
The Buffs have adopted a different 

profile during this 1988-89 training 
year and have joyfully passed the 
mantle of maintaining the training de
pot to the newly formed Normandy 
Company and reassumed the role of 
premier Rifle Company. 

The Coy 2IC, Lieutenant Tim Han
nan spent the summer of 1988 ham
mering together a formidable group of 
riflement, courtesy of the SYEP pro
gramme, and due to his persistent ef
forts , the nucleus of the new and im
proved Buffs joined the regiment on a 
permanent basis. 

MWO Bruce Bamlett and Sgt. John 
Wilmot were the backbone provided 
provided by the RSM. Sgt. Wilmot, 
fresh from the first ever Commando 
Leaders Course and one of the five 
successful candidates, took command 
of 4 Platoon and immediately pro
ceeded to whip them into the sem
blance of a functional Rifle Platoon. 
MC pl Paul Alexander realized his am
bition of commanding of Rifle Sec
tion, shed his role as Regimental Ar
mourer and attended to his primary 
rifle regimental duties. MCpl C. Nor
brega, fresh from the Combat Lead-

lighted to be able to move our B Com
pany back into Fulham House in Octo
ber. Major Andrew Askham the Offi
cer Commanding B Company march
ed his Company from their temporary 
accommodation in Lytton Grove 
through Putney High Street over the 
Thames into the new and refurbished 
fulham House where we were lucky to 
have Prince Nicholas von Preus sen to 
inspect and to re-open the redevel
oped TA Centre for us. This was a his
torical link with the past as his great 
grandfather Kaiser Wilhelm II, better 
known as Kaiser Bill, had himself re
viewed The Queen's Westminsters 
were the traditional fore bearers of our 
B Company. 

Our H (HSF) Home Service Com
pany is growing from strength to 
strength. In spite of not having joined 
the official ORBAT yet members of 
the Company managed to win the Lon
don District HSF competition and 
bring home a very nice silver pot. We 
are delighted to note that an inconsid
erable number of retired Green Jac
kets are joining the HSF many of them 
quite prepared to drop their substan
tive rank to serve as Rifleman in this 
force . 

What will be of particular interest to 
our allied regiments is that we have 
currently serving with us one Cana
dian, one Australian and one New Zea
land Officer. 

In closing this Newsletter all of us in 
4 RGJ wish all of you in our allied and 
affiliated regiments all the very best 
for 1990 and should your work bring 
you to London we will always be happy 
to see you and should you wish to 
serve with us during your time in Lon
don that too can be arranged in most 
cases. 

5th BATTALION 

The 5th Battaion, the youngest and 
newest of our Battalions is now well 
established in Oxford and Bucking
hamshire. The Battalion's first birth
day fell on 1st January 1988. Strength 
on that date was just on 500, an in
crease of 100 since the last News
letter. 

The period has been devoted to 
building the structure of the Batta
lion organisation with companies con
tinuing the hard work of improving 
individual skill and minor tactics. The 
first Junior NCO's Cadre has been 
completed. Signal and support wea-

pon courses have been run so that the 
Reconnaissance, Signals, Anti Tank 
(MILAN) and are now viable and the 
mortar platoon, building from scratch 
at Milton Keynes, is shortly to con
duct its first live firing shoot. 

Against this background, the Batta
lion has had a very busy year, but un
doubtedly the highlight has been the 
official opening of the new TA Centre 
for Letter 'E ' Company at Milton 
Keynes by HRH The Princess Royal 
in May 1988. The Princess inspected a 
guard furnished by Letter 'E' Com
pany commanded by Major WF Con
troy. The Normandy Band of the Re
giment was on parade. Displays and 
even a visit to the Colour Sergeants 
store followed. It was a fitting occa
sion not only to mark the opening of 
the latest and smartest TA Centre but 
to crown Letter E Company's success 
in forming up. 

The Battalion will be fully opera
tional in early 1990 so operational plan
ning visits to BAOR and formation 
level training are filling the pro
gramme. Letter 'A' Company, still 
housed in temporary accommodation 
in High Wycombe, has provided Rifle
men, NCO's and an officer for lRGJ's 
exercise in Canada, supported by 
other companies. Many Riflemen have 
carried out their first parachute jump 
with the Light Division Free Fall 
Team's help. In between, the Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants Mess has held 
their first full Summer Ball. 

The culmination of the training year 
for any TA Battalion is the two week 
annual camp and this year for the first 
time 5RGJ went overseas to Ger
many, where, thanks to the superb 
support of the 2nd Battalion The Light 
Infantry, and, for a week at least, of 
unusually benign November weather, 
the Battalion was put through its paces 
under Lt Col David Innes and the team 
that he has so successfully built up. 
Five days of fast moving, helicopter 
borne, day and night action in the beau
tiful Sauerland, near Iserlohn was fol
lowed by a well earned break before a 
testing and perhaps more realistic 
spell with the 3rd Armoured Division 
on exercise 'Iron Hammer'. 

Though there is some time to go 
before the Battalion "comes of age" 
there can be no doubt that the volun
teers of Oxfordshire and Bucking
hamshire are "early developers" and 
5RGJ stands firmly on its own feet. 
We welcome visitors from our Affilia-

ted Regiments and wish all the very 
best for 1989. 

For 2 years we have been able to 
say, "well, we're new; the Riflemen 
and and Junior NCO's are young and 
inexperienced, we are doing every
thing for the first time." In year 3 this 
story loses credibility. though we have 
not been tempted to use the excuse all 
that often, there have been moments. 

The first of these moments was An
nual Camp 1988. The Battalion was 
ordered to Germany to take part in 
3rd Armoured Division's Exercise 
IRON HAMMER in November. Now 
November is a tricky time for the Ter
ritorial Army for a number ofreasons: 
the weather can be doubtful and Christ
mas is coming (busy time for the retail 
trade) . People are inclined to be put 
off. Since Battalion HQ could not in
fluence the weather or change the date 
of Christmas, the Camp went ahead. 
As a result Christmas came to us in 
the form of the coldest and snowiest 
weather of the winter. It was the sol
diering weather you dread the most: 
high winds, sleety snow, temperatures 
about the freezing point, damp tren
ches ... 

Yet camp was a great success. It was 
a tribute to the Territorials that they 
stuck out the bad times and had a few 
days of glorious autumn weather to 
make up for it all. The helicopters 
were plentiful and cooperative. The 
whole Battalion carried out some well 
executed airmobile attacks helped by 
the fact that the Flight Commander 
was an ex RGJ officer. As November 
is a great month for saints' days when 
no training ir permitted, we were able 
to run a successful orienteering, tug o' 
warring, stretcher racing inter Pla
toon competition won in great style by 
1 Platoon from High Wycombe. 

With camp over we turned to a peri
od of cadres, chief of which was a Jun
ior NCO cadre run by Captain Richard 
Long of Headquarters Company as
sisted by W02 'Gaz' Brooksby the Reg
ular Permanent Staff Instructor (PSI) 
with Letter 'D' Company. The Direc
tor of Infantry awarded the well earn
ed Griffiths Cane to the top student, 
Lance corporal Walsingham of the Ree
ce Platoon who then announced that 
he would transfer to 10th Bn (Vols) 
The Parachute Regiment. We hope he 
breaks his leg in his first jump! 

February saw the departure of the 
Battalion's first CO, Lt Col David 
Innes who has driven the Battalion 
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on recruiting, with some considerable 
success, but retention remains the ma
jor problem. 1989 started with the an
nual UEI inspection and it was not 
until February that companies were 
able to start carrying out their week
end field training. Two days at Stan
ford were followed by the Battalion 
ounty weekend at Sennybridge, where 
a section competition was run. The 
weather conditions were simply ap
palling and it was to the great credit of 
the riflemen that the competition went 
so well. The event was won by LCpl 
Berman and his section from F Coy 
and the prizes were awarded by the 
managing director ofLowenbrau brew
ery. B Company won the Company 
trophy for the second year running. 

The major event in March was the 
annual Courage Trophy, open to all 
TA units in London District. Each 
Company entered a team and overall 
results were good with the C Com
pany team just being beaten into sec
ond place out of a total of 33 entries. 

Companies continued low level 
training during April while Battatlion 
Headquarters embarked for BA Or for 
the annual Command Post Exercise. 
As always 1 RGJ looked after us quite 
splendidly and we are most grateful to 
them for all the support they give to 
us. The month ended with the Batta
lion Shooting Team winning the Lon
don District Skill at Arms Meeting for 
the second year running. The team 
won virtually every trophy and hopes 
are high for Bisley in July. 

In early May the Battalion was re
sponsible for running Exercise Exec
utive Stretch at Pirbright. A total of 
98 civilian managers from firms all 
over London attended the exercise 
and the aim was to highlight to em
ployers the advantages of service with 
the TA. The weekend was certainly 
testing, involving river crossings, orien
teering, assault courses, a number of 
cerebral stands and Chinook and Scout 
helicopters were also employed on 
the exercise. All participants voted 
the exercise a great success and one 
broken ankle was the only casualty. 
Straight after this exercise we again 
held a joint 4/5 RGJ Rifle Meeting 
and this now looks certain to become 
an annual event. 

Flaming June saw the companies 
firing the APWT and taking part in 
FIBUA training at Longmoor, as well 
as preparing for annual camp at Vo-
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gelsang in September, followed by a 
Brigade FTX in BAOR. 

The normal hectic social activities 
have continued in all Messes and on 
the personality side there have been a 
considerable number of changes. Lt 
Col Jamie Daniell has taken over from 
Lt Col Neil Johnson, whom we warmly 
congraulate on the award of the OBE 
in the Birthday Honours List. Captain 
James Cunliffe has been replaced as 
Adjutant by Capt James Moberly, and 
Major Jan Dirk von Merveldt takes 
over as Training Major from Major 
Nick Mangnall. Amongst the PSis we 
welcome W02 Brown from 3 RGJ, Sgt 
Hyndman from 2 RGJ and Sgt Lilley 
from 1 RGJ. 

Finally, on a very sad note we have 
to report the sudden death of our RMO, 
Major Peter Clifford. He had been in 
the battalion for eleven years both as 
a Platoon Commander and then as 
RMO. He was immensely popular in 
the battaliuon and he will be sorely 
missed. 
The 4th Battalion! 

The year 1989 has again been a busy 
one with members of the Battalion 
exercising at home and overseas as far 
away as Canada, Germany and Kenya 
individually and in groups. It has also 
been a year of change on the staff 
list. 

Colonel the Right Hon The Lord 
Holderness relinquished his appoint
ment as Honorary Colonel after twenty 
seven years on the 30 Nov 1989 and 
handed over to a former Rifleman, 
Lord Nicholas Gordon Lennox, lately 
Her Majesty's Ambassador to Spain. 

Lt Col Neil Johnson handed over 
command in April 1989 to Lt Col Jamie 
Daniell. Colonel Neil went back to civ
ilian life after three years as a 'Regu
lar' and now helps to run the Land 
Rover Organisation. Colonel Jamie 
joins us from HQ The Light Division, 
Winchester after a short period of be
ing a media star with the BBC. 

Major Nick Mangnall handed over 
to Major Jan-Dirk von Merveldt as 
Training Major in July 1989. Nick has 
gone back to Northern Ireland on pro
motion to command the 8th Bn of The 
Ulster Defence Regiment. 

Capt James Cunliffe the Adjutant 
handed over to Capt James Moberly 
who joins us via 2 RGJ after being 
ADC to GOC Northern Ireland. James 
Cunliffe has gone to Gibraltar with 3 
RGJ to enjoy the Mediterranean sun
shine. 

The early part of 1989 included an 
exceedingly wet weekend in Wales 
where the Inter Section Competition 
was carried out. In March the Batta
lion achieved 2nd, 7th, 18th and 22nd 
place out of 33 entreies in the London 
District Courage Trophy, a military 
multi discipline competition. We also 
ran and helped with Exercise Execu
tive Stretch where 90 exhausted exec
utives enjoyed themselves so much 
that it has become a permanent event 
every spring. 

On the shooting side we had an en
joyable joint skill at arms meeting with 
5 RGJ as a prelude to the London Dis
trict meeting at which we won an em
barrassing amount of silver. In spite of 
this early success the ultimate goal of 
winning the Territorial Army Bisley 
competition escaped us as we only 
managed to achieve second overall 
place. This was a particular disap
pointment to Colour Sergeant Wig
gins who has for so many years been 
so very close to the Queen's medal 
at Bisley. 

In early July the Second in Com
mand ran a successful Battalion exer
cise on Salisbury Plain which was made 
the more memorable by the Mortar 
Officer appearing in only pullover, 
green trousers and city shoes having 
locked himself out of his flat. This 
form of dress certainly says something 
for the enthusiasm of the TA volun
teers who will turn up irrespective of 
what the difficulties are. 

Annual camp in September was in 
Germany where we spent one week on 
the Vogelsang training area in the Eifel 
and the second week acting as enemy 
to 22 Armoured Brigade in a fast mov
ing battle on the Paderborn Plain. It 
was a most enjoyable exercise espe
cially as it gave all the Riflemen a 
great variety of things to do and it en
abled the Bn and its sub-units to carry 
out their respective roles in a realistic 
and tactical environment. Not only 
did this enhance the exercise for all 
the volunteers but it also confronted 
them with a realistic target array of 
armour, mechanised vehicles and heli
copters, something which we never or 
seldom achieve on a weekend exer
cise. 

In October we once more decamp
ed as a Battalion to the Stanford train
ing area for a weekend exercise run by 
our local HQ, 56 London Brigade. 

On the domestic front we were de-

ers Course and Cpl F. Demaine, ever 
present and productive, stepped into 
the breach as Section Commanders. 

The trials of new formed Rifle Com
pany ensued. Not enough Sr. NCO's, 
fresh and eager riflemen eager to par
ticipate in every training day, TQ2 
Course, and exercise that someone 
even hinted might be in the works, and 
the Buffs were in business. 

There were some dreary and wet 
days where tolerance training became 
the order of the day with the able assist
ance of Mother Nature, fumbling 
through the rudiments of compass and 
navigation training. There were the 
humiliating 'oh no's!' of expedient am
bushes, advance to contact and 'how 
not to be seen' trials and tribulations. 
The days weren't made any shorter by 
the advance to encounter battle at 
combat speed at the discretion of the 
company commander. 

The highlight of September was the 
participation by the majority of the 
Company Riflemen in the Infantry 
Competition. Lt. Hannan led the con
tingent through the trials of the obsta
cle course, the NBCW drills and gren
ade throw and that true test of infan
try, the forced march to the ranges for 
the denouement. It would amaze most 
that any formed body that can cover 
10 km 12 minutes faster than any other 
formed and not win . .. however, those 
who would weigh the importance of 
infantry skills, decided that the kit 
inspection was much more important 
and consequently to honours left the 
confines ofTMD to another MD where 
girth has priority as long as it shines. 

October was for fieldcraft and the 
ranges. Crawling along the side slopes 
of the Don Valley, crawling through 
weeds and waving grass during the 
rudiments of stalking, made bodies 
sweat; where uniforms get dirty and 
riflemen happy. Rfn. Wolfe, Givoque, 
Deluca, Lai, McCarville and Lamrock 
could not be deterred and displayed 
that indefatigable rifleman spirit Sat
urday after miserable Saturday. 

November brought the joys ofhouse
clearing on the chilly shores of Lake 
Ontario, somewhere east of Port Hope 
and west of Belleville. The Official 
Secrets Act is now in place, but be 
advised that the Fantasians were giv
en a lesson in how to clear ruins and 
old sheds. 

The Company lined up for Remem
brance Day in a mockery of PsPski's 
Army which did not flatter the Quar-

termaster system. Comments to the 
effect that one man one kit should also 
include one uniform and not one of 
many in no preferred order but such is 
the state of an army that tries to be too 
many things to too many people. 

The old guard can rest easy. The 
young members of Buffs are of that 
breed that will permit the legacy of 
the regiment to live on and in the same 
standards that it has always been rep
resented. The young soldier is fit, well 
educated, keen and well motivated. 
He is aware coming in, that the trials 
of a rifleman in this society are not 
those of his forefathers. The loyalty 
and commitment still shine on. The 
Buffs train and prepare for something 
that they hope will never happen and 
that dedication gives them the com
mitment to hone skills that we need 
to maintain. 

CAPT. MIKE JOHNSTON 

Buffs Company: 
(OC Capt. Lomasney) 

It has been an interesting year for 
Buffs Company. Following direction 
from the Commanding Officer, Buffs 
was reorganized in September, 1989. 
The primary objective was to have a 
structure which could meet the de
mands of those soldiers who still wish
ed to make a commitment to our regi
ment but whose time is severely limit
ed due to their civilian careers. Essen
tially, we would thus be able to retain 
on strength those soldiers, mainly 
senior ones, who otherwise could 
not participate in training as often 
as they had in previous years. 

Generally speaking, Buffs now pro
vides SU pport to battalion exercises in 
the form of an enemy force or occasion
ally makes up a shortfall within the 
training cadre on FTX's and partici
pates as well in regimental activities 
such as the SARP conversion training 
currently underway. 

As individuals find that they can 
liberate more time from their civilian 
jobs, they may, as Sgt. Chambers re
cently did, transfer back to the jump 
company where their experience is 
very welcome. 

In the meantime, with the help of 
Lt. Kevin Sheedy, filling in as 2 i/c and 
capable NCO's such as Sgts Tenkor
tenaar, Kelly and Keenan as well as 
MCpl Shering, Buffs Company looks 
forward to supporting the regiment in 
its tasks. 

60TH COMPANY 
1988 was a very busy training year 

for the men of 60th Coy, ending with 
the Annual Airborne Operational Eval
uation Exercise in December. Mem
bers of the Airborne Coy completed a 
record of 232 para descents - over 
half with full equipment. With the al
location of forty jump serials to the 
Q.O.R., it finally looked like the regi
ment could meet its full operational 
commitment to the Airborne Regi
ment of 2 Pls. and Coy H.Q. Group. 
Alas, forces worked against us and our 
forty spots were reduced to ten, most 
with little or no advance warning. Cred
it must go, however, to several stal
wart riflemen such as Rfn. Chris Len
non who endured not one but two last 
minute cancellations and are still wai
ting for the green light. 

The life of a dedicated reserve sol
dier requires much sacrifice and more 
so to be an airborne rifleman. The 
physical standards to be met require 
much personal effort. To ensure stand
ards are maintained, all members of 
the op tasked airborne company must 
complete the semi-annual airborne PT 
tests and the annual 2 x 10 miler in the 
fall of each year. Successful comple
tion of these tests authorizes an indi
vidual to wear the maroon beret and 
to conduct parachute ascents. Rifle
men waiting for jump courses are ex
pected to meet the same standards, 
but some exceed the challenge. Rfn. 
Nolan completed all three 2 x lO's 
held this fall. 

Members of the 60th Coy, led by 
2Lt. John Fotheringham, visited the 
New Jersey Airborne Colour Guard in 
Dover, New Jersey last May as part of 
the Annual Armed Forces Day cele
brations. Sgt. Bill Paton, along with 
Cpls Rob Vulakovich and Peter Ouc
kana, visited the USSFVietnam Vete
rans and current serving reservists 
with the Army SF and National Guard. 
Who knows, perhaps a liaison visit 
with our Airborne Reserve counter
parts is a little closer! 

The U.S. connection continued all 
the way back to C FTA Meaford where 
members of the 60th Coy exercised 
with a contingent of USMC Reserves 
from Buffalo, New York and elements 
of the Royal Regiment of Canada and 
the Ontario Regiment. A blistering 
pace set by the QORleftourfriends in 
other units a little behind during many 
phases of the exercise. 
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Sgts John Wilmot and Bill Paton 
distinguished themselves by topping 
the grueling commando leaders course. 
Only five individuals finished the 
course. The initial four day selection 
course, KM route march eliminated 
over half the course before formal 
recce patrol training ever took place. 

Cpls Rob Vulakovich, Doug Hal
ceo, Usi Valiiante, Peter Ouckama and 
Frank Demaine all successfully com
pleted the TQ2 Reece Patrolman 
Course, hosted by the Lincoln and 
Welland Regiment. The intense two 
week course included all aspects of 
patrolling, including helicopter rapel 
training and a final exercise in the Al
leghany Hills in New York. 

All op tasked members conducted 
pro op evaluation training at CFB Pet
awawa in October. Full para refresh
ers were conducted and the Chinook 
Helicopter transported the jumpers 
from Toronto to Petawawa and back 
was also used to conduct two para 
descents. 

The annual op. eval exercise, High
land Laddie was conducted with 3 
Commando in December. The exer
cise was the most ambitious one to 
date. Our pl. was inserted in the 3 Cdo 
orbat for a live ammo para insert into 
CFTAMeaford. Members of the QOR 
were to jump with all their pers winter 
kit, weapons and live ammo, including 
81mmmortarrounds. The three plane 
formation was to have dropped the 
assault force at first light but a sudden 
storm dropped three feet of snow and 
high winds created zero visibility. 
Another stop drop was executed and 
the exercise was forced to continue 
with a 'Herc a bus' insert. The assault 
force conducted a live fire vehicle am
bush to culminate a most successful 
exercise. 

The QOR and 60th Coy came very 
close to fulfilling its full company air
borne tasking last year and I know the 
momentum created will carry into next 
years training schedule. 

MAJORS. BRAND 
OC60THCOY 

60th Company: 
(OC Capt. Welsh) 

It would be impossible in this short 
article to relate all that has occurred 
within 60th Coy over the last two years. 
Suffice to say that we have been busy. 
The Company_ continues to be opera
tionally tasked to 3 Commando of the 
Canadian Airborne Regiment. 

This, combined with a myriad of 
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regimental functions, competitions, 
individual training, tasking and com
pany collective training ensure that, if 
nothing else, battalion pay parades 
are a happy event for most. 

It has been a time of many changes. 
On the equipment side of things, the 
Company has just received its allot
ment of new weapons. These are the 
C7 (an M16 A2 variant replacing the 
FNCl), the C9 (the 'Minimi' Light Ma
chine Gun) and the C6 GPMG (MAG58 
replacing the venerable 30 calibre 
Browning MG of American WWII 
fame). All Company personnel are look
ing forward to the increased fire po
wer and accuracy these weapons will 
bring to our ranks. Further, as this 
article is being written, all of our jum
pers are undertaking conversion train
ing of the new 'SARPELS'. This is the 
device used by the Airborne to carry 
all personnel equipment during para
chute operations. 

The Company has also undergone 
some drastic personnel changes. The 
last two years have seen a change in 
the OC (Capt. Tony Welsh taking over 
from Maj. Steve Brand), CSM (WO 
John O'Connor got married and is cur
rently travelling in Australia. He is 
replaced by MWO Bruce Bamlett); 
Company 2 i/c (from Capt. Randy 
Redi to Capt. Mark McGhie to Capt. 
Michael Park), Platoon Commanders 
and all the rest, too numerous to men
tion. all those who have moved onto 
other postings within the battalion 
have left behind a legacy of excellence 
and dedication that is equally person-

ified by the Company's current mem
bers. 

As previously mentioned, the com
pany has been very busy on the trai
ning side of the house as well. Al
though scarcely a month has passed 
without an exercise of some sort, two 
recent events epitomize the training 
done by the Company. First, on a very 
snowy weekend late in November, 
1989, 40 members of the Coy took part 
in Exercise' SILENT KNIFE II'. This 
was a platoon level patrolling exercise 
conducted at CFTA Meaford. Des
pite the unseasonably cold weather 
and with the assistance of 2 CH135 
Twin Huey aircraft (supplied by 427 
Squadron at CFB Petawawa), the Coy 
successfully completed two fighting 
patrols against a wary enemy provid
ed by the remainder of the battalion. 

The other recent training exercise 
of note was our participation in Exer
cise 'SVELT NORDIQUE'. This was 
an exercise conducted by the Air
borne Regiment in the thriving metro
polis of Rankin Inlet in the North West 
Territories. Those who attended this 
ten day visit gained valuable experi
ence in all aspects of winter survival in 
the high Arctic. This exercise also 
serves to typify the amount and qual
ity of the support provided to us by 
the Airborne Regiment. 

The Company is looking forward to 
a busy spring training period, culmin
ating in Exercise 'ON GUARD 90' a 
nationwide exercise that promises to 
challenge our troops and their train
ing to the highest degree. As always, 
the Company will prevail. 

Plain - the first time the battalion 
has carried out such an exercise for a 
number of years. There was an excel
lent turnout for this weekend and 
everyone had to pass through a num
ber of stands - medical, documenta
tion and pay before moving on to train
ing stands. The exercise finished with 
a night march followed by a company 
march and shoot competition and this 
was all excellent preparation for the 
annual Courage Trophy competition, 
which is held at Pirbright in March. 
Each company entered a team and all 
acquitted themselves well, all teams 
finishing in the first 15 out of a total of 
37 entries . . 

In May, for the first time, 4 and 5 
RGJ held a joint Rifle Meeting at Pir
bright, which proved to be an enor
mous success and the same event will 
take place next year. Not only did it 
bring the two Battalions together, but 
it also allowed for a large number of 
ranges to be run with a full comple
ment of staff. 

At the end of June the Battalion 
participated in the annual 56 London 
Brigade exercise, again on Salisbury 
Plain. All the TA elements of the Bri
gade were represented, including the 
newly formed 8 Queens Fusiliers, with 
their Headquarters at Clapham, 10 
Para, 221 Field Ambulance and the 
Transport Regiment. It was an ex
tremely busy weekend involving dig
ging a defensive position, a night ap
proach march, recce patrols and an 
early morning deliberate attack, and 
as always the riflemen excelled them
selves. 

One of the major events this year 
has been the success of the Battalion 
Shooting Team. Under the eternal 
leadership of CSgt WIGGINS, the 
team won the London District Rifle 
Meeting for the first time in 17 years. 
Hopes were justifiably high for the TA 
Eisley meeting and the result was in
credibly close right up to the last mo
ment when we were just pipped into 
second place. However we won a num
ber ofindividual events, including Cpl 
SAVIDES winning the SMG and Rfn 
ULMANN most creditably winning 
the yong soldiers competition. The 
dedication and spirit of all those in
volved in the shooting team, and the 
young blood coming up, augurs well 
for next year. 

The second half of the year proved 
to be as busy, if not busier, than we 
had predicted. In early August a com-

posite company of 120 men visited 
Cyprus for a 2 week camp. In a heat of 
96 degrees in the shade, riflemen exer
cised every day on ranges and the dry 
training areas and it was to their im
mense credit, and in particular their 
fitness, that there were no major me
dical problems. Watermanship train
ing - swimming, canoeing, sailing and 
water skiing! - took place frequently 
and the camp ended with a 36 hour 
exercise which tested everybody to 
the limit. We received enormous help 
from Land Forces HQ at Cyprus, in 
particular Colone Nigel Mogg, a pre
vious Commanding Officer at 4 RGJ, 
and 2nd Bn The Coldstream Guards 
whom we had come to know well in 
London District and their assistance 
in every way made all the difference to 
the cyprus camp. 2 weeks of well de
served leave was then taken and the 
Battalion then embarked on civilian 
ferries to the Isle of Man for the main 
annual camp. 

This camp took the form of indivi
dual cadres for the first nine days, cul
minating in a Battalion infiltration ex
ercise with the aim ofrescuing the kid
napped "Governor" - ably played by 
an eminent friend of the Commanding 
Officer. The weather was kind to us 
and the camp had all the operational 
benefits of including a sea move, which 
was little different to 01,ir operational 
role of moving to BAOR and tested 
the movement staff of the Battalion. 

Meanwhile, to add to an extremely 
busy period, the MILAN platoon spent 
2 weeks at Otter burn and finished their 
camp with a highly successful days 
live firing when they achieved a most 
creditable 12 out of 12 hits on the mov
ing target at a range of 1700 metres. 
After all the camps there was a short 
period of three weeks reorganising be
fore the Battalion carried out FIBUA 
training at company level, before tak
ing part in a two-sided FIBUA exer
cise with 10 PARA at Longmoor. This 
was a most successful exercise and 
proved to be the last major training 
event of the year, but not for the Adju
tant, Captain James Cunliffe, who had 
to face the ceremonial events of mid 
November. 

The Battalion Livery Dinner was 
again held in the Clothworkers Hall 
and 2 days later the battalion was heav
ily involved in the Lord Mayors Pa
rade. After years of pleading to be 
allowed to marchat riflemanlike pace, 

the battalion was ordered to provide a 
Guard of Honour of 60 on both the mor
ning and afternoon of the inaugura
tion. To celebrate it was also agreed 
that the Commanding Officer and Sec
ond-in-Command should be mounted 
on horses. The Normandy Band also 
took part in the Parade. The follow
ing day the Battalion was honoured to 
provide a guard at the Remembrance 
Service at the Cenotaph, as well as 
conducting our own Remembrance 
Service at Hanover Square and pro
viding contingents for all our affilia
ted Regiments services. On top of all 
this ceremonial the Battalion also pro
vided a Guard of Honour for the Lord 
Mayors Banquet and thus it was hardly 
surprising that December became a 
month of relaxation. 

Socially, all the Training Centres 
have been busy, but the highlight of 
the year was the celebration of our 
21st Birthday at Davies Street. Pave
ment licences were obtained, stands 
erected and at 1930 hours on 31st 
March, the Normandy Band entertain
ed a large audience to an outstanding 
Sounding of Retreat in Davies Street. 
Thereafter there were drinks/parties 
in the respective messes with a large 
Officers Mess Dance in the Drill Hall. 
We were greatly honoured by the pres
ence of the Lord Mayor of Westmins
ter and Field Marshall Lord Bramall, 
amongst a host of other senior officers 
and guests. 

On the personality side of the bat
talion we have said farewell to Major 
Mike Edwards, OC HQ Coy, and to 
Major John Poole-Warren, the Train
ing Major/2IC and have welcomed 
back Major Nick Mangnall as Train
ing Major. W0l (RSM) Jones has re
turned to 2 RGJ and has been replaced 
by W0l Cheetham from 1 RGJ. Major 
Tony Bradford, the QM, has left after 
4 years service with 4 RGJ to go to 1 
RGJ and Major Danny Hunt, from 2 
RGJ, has taken over the chair. 

August came and the Battalion left 
Warminster after a 'difficult job well 
done' and moved to Connaught Bar
racks, Dover. There was feneral agree
ment that the move was very benefi
cial. 

We look forward to our Christmas 
break and wish you all the best for 
1989. 

Following on from a very busy train
ing year in 1988, the first six months of 
1989 have been equally hectic for 4 
RGJ. Much emphasis has been placed 
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jacket priority, are very much routine 
nowadays, although the rifle pace and 
double march are always warmly re
ceived at monthly Guard Mounts. 

One of the major attractions of life 
on the Rock is the opportunity to be 
fully involved in sport and Adventure 
Training pursuits. The Advance Party 
began the trend by sending parties to 
ski in the Sierra Nevada in Spain and 
on a trek to Mount Toubkal in Morocco. 
Expeditions to Morocco continue on a 
regular basis and, in Gibraltar, Capt 
Murray Whiteside our Regimental Ad
venture Training Officer runs a pur
pose built, Greenjacket staffed, ad
venture training centre that is used by 
all the companies in turn. On a normal 
day it is possible to see 30-40 riflemen 
learning to dive, sail, windsurf or one 
of several other sports as part of the 
training cycle. 

As the summer began preparations 
for the Queens Birthday Parade began 
in earnest. The Adjutant, Capt Willie 
Shipton, and our RSM W0l Mann set 
the tone by scheduling no fewer than 
31 rehearsals for the parade and soon 
the battalion drill square was one of 
the most commonly visited spots in 
the barracks. Much time and energy 
was expended on the consideration of 
the finer points of drill (something of a 
lost art for most of us) and eventually 
he Battalion was ready to perform in 
public. The parade, including the Bat
talion double past, was judged a suc
cess by all, including our Colonel Com
mandant Lieutenant-General Edward 
Jones, who watched a rehearsal and 
judged the officers drill 'extraordin
ary'. 

As well as work we have found some 
time for social life and have already 
welcomed a large number of visitors 
to the Rock. In late March we hosted a 
'Welcome to Gibraltar' party to intro
duce ourselves to new and old friends. 
Several hundred people watched a 
sounding of retreat with the magnifi
cent backdrop of the Rock. HMS Alac
rity, our affiliated RN ship, was work
ing in Gibraltar at the end of April and 
provided the opportunity for many 
Riflemen to have a day at sea. In early 
May we threw open the barracks to all 
Service families and, under the cont
rol of Major David Homer, laid on an 
arena display, fairground attractions 
and, again, concluded with a Sound
ing of Retreat. We have also welcom
ed a number of inidividual guests in
cluding the Adjutant General, Gene-
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ral Sir Robert Pascoe and the Quarter
master General, our own Colonel Com
mandant. 

To escape the July heat we have 
sent A Company (Maj Jeremy Knight) 
back to the UK on exercise for a month 
and will send each company in turn to 
train away from the claustrophobia of 
the rock. In exchange we receiveno 
fewer than 8 Territorial companies 
completing their annual camps, includ
ing Letter E Company 5RGJ which 
should ensure a varied and busy sum
mer. To all our friends and colleagues 
in our Affiliated and Allied Regiments 
across the world we extend a warm 
welcome to Gibraltar and our best 
wishes for a successful year. 

The summer months in Gibraltar 
arrived with the Battalion well estab
lished in its routine of guards, Cere
monial Duties and Operational com
mitments. For the whole summer we 
had companies deployed successively 
in the UK on training and with this, 
and a second company on leave, we 
found ourselves remarkably short on 
the ground. Combined with our own 
absences we were required to host a 
succession of TA companies on exer
cise from the Uk and a casual onlook
er, confronted with the plethora of 
non Green Jacket capbadges, could 
have been forgiven for assuming that 
3 RGJ had abandoned the Rock alto
gether! One highlight among our TA 
guests was a company from 5 RGJ 
who gave use the excuse for a most 
enjoyable joint dinner night in the pres
ence of their Colonel Commandant, 
General Sir Peter Hudson. 

For the long hot summer we adopt
ed a 'tropical' routine, starting early in 
the morning and finishing work at 1 
pm. Our afternoons were not entirely 
idle however as we were on standby 
for a variety of tasks in support of the 
civilian authorities including fire fight
ing on the Upper Rock. We deployed 
once to deal with a large fire which 
threatened some of our married quart
ers and were amused to note that 2 
RGJ had dealt with a similar fire, in 
the same place, on exactly the same 
day in August 1975! Naturally we claim 
a speedier and more effective solution 
to the problem. 

By mid October the last Company 
had returned from training in the UK 
and life in barracks began to assume a 
more normal aspect. Ceremonial Du
ties moved to the forefront again and 

in a two month period we found Guards 
for the Ceremony of the Keys, the visit 
of CDS, a royal visitfrom the Duke of 
Kent, the departure of HE the Gover
nor and, finally, the arrival of his re
lief. Training was not totally neglect
ed of course and A Company de
ployed a team to the UK where they 
won a very creditable Silver Medal in 
the Cambrian Patrol Competition, HQ 
Company went mountain climbing in 
the snow covered hills of Morocco ( the 
snow gets deeper every time the story 
is repeated!), and a hardy band of ama
teur historians visited the battlefields 
ofthePeninsula WarinSpain. The bat
tlefield tour covered Salamanca, much 
of the retreat to Corunna and Vigo, 
and, to get the full flavour of the event, · 
walked 25 miles of the route one day to 
give themselves a worthy appetite for 
dinner! 

In November our attention turned 
to more traditional activities as we 
prepared for the Gibraltar biennial 
Tri-Service FTX. A Study Day and 
Deployment exercise provided a little 
practice in the skills of Key Point de
fence and inter-service communica
tions and then, at the end of the month, 
we deployed for 4 days along with our 
colleagues from the Gibraltar Regi
ment to fight off the Orange hoard. 
10,000 sandbags were filled, subver
sive bishops manhandled and unex
ploded bombs avoided while we de
fended our positions and, as ever, con
cluded with a last desperate enemy 
attack in some of the most un-Mediter
annean weather seen for many years. 
We then moved swiftly from the exer
cise to the annual inter platoon Tarle
ton Trophy to round off the year before 
Christmas leave. The competition, a 
4round robin of individual and team 
tests, provided a suitable and keenly 
contested conclusion to our 1989 
training. 

4th Battalion 
Commanding Officer 

Lt Col N.A. Johnson TD 

After the relaxation of Christmas 
Leave, the Battalion was confronted 
with the annual PRE inspection in 
January which required an immense 
amount of hard work but also meant 
that little training was achieved. How
ever in February, the Battaion held a 
mobilisation weekend on Salisbury 

REGIMENTAL 
SERGEANT MAJORS 

REPORT 

1988 was a demanding and challeng
ing year forthe regiment. We started 
off the New Years Levee and the unit 
had all ranks represented at the Lt. 
Governor's Annual Levee at Queen's 
Park. 

As the unit was preparing for the 
Annual TMD Inspection early March, 
the unit by far had made some signif
icant improvements over the previous 
year. This was made posible by the 
combined efforts of all ranks. 2 March 
was the first sports competition be
tween the regiment and members of 
The Queen's York Rangers at Fork 
York Armouries. The Queen's Own 
won this event and The Queen's An
nual Sports Cup. 

Training and courses continued 
throughout the year and this led to 
Milcon '88. One ofmy responsibilities 
as RSM is to monitor the training pro
gression of all Jr. and Snr. NCO's that 
went on qualifying courses. Compli
ments to the following on their perfor
mances who attended these courses: 
Infantry Section Commanders 
Course: 
Cpls. Steven (placed first on course); 
Demnaine and Ouckama 
Combat Leaders Course: 
Cpls. Celorio; Haire; Gauci and 
Griggs. 
TQ4 Course: - Sgt. O'Connor 
MWO Course: - WO Sarossy 
CMA Commando Leaders Course: 
Sgt. Silmot and MCpl. Paton 
Att. TQ4 (CAS Aide): 
MCpl. Foebel 
Drum Major Course: 
Cpls. Haire and Gauci 
Basic Parachutist Course: 
Sgt. O'Connor; Cpls Currie; Galiford 
and Johnston. Rfn. Czulinski; 
Firlotte; Lowry; May and Micks. 
Reserve NCO Training Plan: 
MCpl. O'Halloran (Top candidate) 
and MCpl. Nobrega 
Driver Wheeled FMC: 
Cpl. Dickinson 
Winter Warfare: 
Cpl. Dickinson 

Throughout the year Jnr. and Snr. 
NCO's have put forth their efforts in 
instruction on various courses and 
maintaining the expertise in the run
ning of them, and to all new riflemen 
who have joined the regiment and have 

gone through the recruit and basic 
training and on to TQl, this is only the 
first phase of your military career. As 
you progress this can lead on to better 
and valuable training throughout your 
military achievements. 

Congratulations to the following 
NCO's on their promotions: 
Promotion to M/Cpl: Cpls Jafelice; 
Stevens; Rfn. O'Halloran and Nob
rega. To Sgts: M/Cpls Paton; Roper 
and Saunders. To WO: Sgts. O'Con
nor and Patterson and WO Bamlett 
toMWO. 

I would like to welcome Sgt. Al Cook 
to the regiment who comes from Ot
tawa Militia District (Med Coy). WO 
Patterson returned to the unit from 
his one year posting to the TMD Bat
tle School. Going up to the Battle 
School is M/Cpl. Quinn on a Class B 
callout and we know he will do well 
there. During the year, Sgt. Steve Ten
dall left us and we wish him all the best 
in his endeavours. 

In April, the Annual Training Di
rective was brought out and covers 
the period from 1 April '88- 30 August, 
'89. This Directive was distributed to 
all command personnel within the unit 
and the work and effort that the train
ing office put into this has been very 
beneficial and they are to be com
mended. 

On April 24, a drum head service 
was held as part of our regimental 
birthday celebration. This was the 
first drum head service the regiment 
has held in over 25 years. During this 
service,three members of our Bugle 
Band were honoured; John Doeg, Ted 
O'Halloran and Alex Greer who com
bined have served over two hundred 
years in the regiment. Our Guest of 
Honour was General Ramsbotham, 
former Commanding Officer of The 
Royal Green Jackets and now in the 
British Regular Armed Forces. It was 
indeed an honour for me to receive my 
Chief Warrant Officer Scroll, signed 
by the National Defense Minister, Per
rin Beatty, presented by General 
Ramsbotham. My thanks to all who 
participated in the parade the cele
bration of this very memorable event. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to welcome the new regular support 
staff who joined us this year - WO 
Harcrow, Sgt. Brett and M/Cpl. Fer
guson. I know that under Capt. Wie
gand we will have the same support as 
in previous years. 

The regiment wishes all the best to 

our outgoing RSS - WO Mike Bludd, 
who has returned to the Bn. 2PPCLI 
in Calgary; Sgt. Freman Warford who 
is now stationed in Winnipeg and Ml 
Cpl. Hannan at the Staff College. The 
Sergeant's Mess dines Mike and Fre
man out on 27 April and a presenta
tion to the Mess of a painting of Cut 
Knife Creek will always be cherished 
and we wish them well in their military 
careers. 

On 15 May, TMD held a Change of 
District Sergeant Major Parade. All 
Snr. NCO's from each regiment at
tended. As we all know, our very own 
CWO Harry McCabe relinquished his 
command over to CWO Mike Barnes. 
CWO McCabe has now assumed the 
position as Standard NCO for CMA. 
Once again on 11 June, the Sergeant's 
Mess held a Dining Out on the parade 
square for Harry which was attended 
by 150 guests. It was a very successful 
evening and we wish Harry all the 
best. 
During the summer the regiment ran 
the SYEP Course, under the leader
ship of Snr. NCO's - MWO Figa; WO 
Bamlett and Sgt. O'Connor who pre
pared the course for MILCON which 
was held 13 - 27 August at CFB Bor
den. I was appointed Bn. RSM. The 
Battalion was formed of composite 
companies from TMD and HMD. A 
Coy - Toronto Scots & Argiles; B Coy -
QOR and Lorne Scots; C Coy - Has
tings PER and Lincoln & Welland and 
HQ - Royals. 

The regiment sent a full platoon up 
to CFB Petawawa for MILCON under 
the command of Ottawa Militia Dis
trict. The Queen's Own met their com
mitments at both MILCONS. 

Starting up training in September, 
the regiment formed another new com
pany 'Normandy Company' and the 
NCO slate is now as follows: 
BHQ - CWO (RSM) Budden 
60th Coy - WO (CSM) O'Connor 
Buffs Coy - MWO (CSM) Bamlett 
Victoria Coy - Sft (CSM) Kelly 
Normandy Coy - MWO (CSM) Figa. 

Our recruiting NCO, Sgt. Smyth 
who was on Class B worked very hard 
in the TMD Recruiting Centre at Moss 
Park Armoury and is to be commend
ed on a job well done. 

On 19 October, the Commanding 
Officer Colonel Mike Houghton and 
Major Sweetnam of the Canadian Air
borne Regiment visited with us. Their 
assessment and advice on how to im
prove better co-operation on our air-
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borne tasking was greatly appreciated 
We were also visited by BGen. 

Richardson in November at which time 
he presented Sgt. John Wilmot and 
M/Cpl. Bill Paton with miniature sword 
pins to wear on their uniforms for com
pleting the CMA Commando Leaders 
Course - well done! 

Our new distinctive environmental 
uniform greens and tans were issued 
in March and this will include QOR 
entitlement, as put forth in the new 
Canadian Forces Dress Instructions 
CFP 265. By summer of 1989, QOR 
black on red insignia should be in 
place. 

The CMA Infantry Competition was 
held in September at CFB Borden. 
Col Rayment and I went up to give 
encouragement to the Platoon, led by 
Lt. Hannan and Sgt. Roper. They are 
to be commended on a task well done. 
The platoon placed third - we miss
ed first overall by 7 points - it was 
very close. The regiment was presen
ted with the General Lewis Trophy. 

On the 18 - 20 November, the Area 
Sergeant Majors Conference was held 
at M.P .A. I was tasked as chairman for 
the weekend which included a delight
ful mixed mess dinner. All RSM's of 
CMA attended and our guest speaker 
was Command Sergeant Major of the 
Canadian Forces, John Marr. 

The unit was tasked to run the FMC 
Driver Wheel Course, under the com
mand of Lt. Hicks and Sgt. Kelly for 
TMD. Their efforts and determina
tion made this a successful course. 

The Regimental Band and Bugles 
also had a very successful year attend
ing all parades, not to mention busy 
concert schedules which has now been 
recorded on a cassette tape that can 
be purchased from our Kit Shop for 
$10. Under the direction of Lt. Dennis 
Ringler, our band is very profession
al today. 

Our Airborne evaluation report on 
Exercise Highland Laddie, held on 10 
- 11 December, with 3 Cdo. were very 
positive. The exercise started from 
Trenton as the troops prepared to do 
a full battle load jump into CFTA Mea
ford from three Hercules, was, unfort
unately cancelled due to inclement 
weather but the exercise carried on at 
Meaford and reports back were very 
encouraging. 

The last event of the year was the 
Annual Men's Christmas Dinner which 
was held on the armoury parade square 
on 14 December. Our guest speaker 
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RSM Budden. 

was LCol. Fraser Eadie, DSO, who 
enlightened us on his previous mili
tary experiences and how it was. All in 
all it was a very enjoyable evening and 
I thank LCol. Eadie for inviting me to 
join the regiment that evening. The 
regiment presented a framed air
borne creed scroll to LCol. Eadie. 
Later that evening the following pres
entations were made: 
'Airborne Rifleman Of The Year' -
M/Cpl. W. Paton - for outstanding 
performance. 
'Commanding Officers Sword Award' 
- Sgt. S. Kelly - for dedication and 
good performance. 

Last but not least, congratulations 
to Sgt. Shaun Kelly; Sgt. Pat Jarvis 
and M/Cpl. Galea on their recent mar
riages. I also wish to acknowledge the 
Mess Committee, under the direction 
of PMC - WO. O'Connor, VPMC -
MWO Figa, Treasurer WO Sarossy 
for a job well done and to the new 
Mess Committee for 1989, PMC -
MWO Bamlett, VPMC - WO Patter
son, Treasurer WO Sarossy and Sec
retary Sgt. Byatt, all the best. 

We were all saddened to learn of the 
passing ofWOl Dunc Green who was 

RSM of the regiment in 1950. He was a 
life member of the Sergeant's Mess, 
served in Vimy Ridge in WWI with the 
124th Bn. and was a fine outstanding 
gentleman. We also lost WWII Sgt 
Tony Cornett and Sgt. John Lenchak 
of the Bugle Band. They will be great
ly missed. 

In closing I anticipate 1989 will be 
an exciting and challenging year - as 
the saying goes, 'never a dull moment'. 
Identifying junior leaders within the 
regiment to go on to R.N.T.P. and 
I.S.C.C. Course this summer, the re
cruiting drive will continue; airborne 
tasking role and preparing ourselves 
for MILCON '89. The augmentation 
of the total force concept is in place 
and this will give more opportunities 
to Nato and Peacekeeping Tours for 
militia soldiers. I know the regiment 
will do their utmost and exceed all 
expectations. 

Having just completed a busy year 
in the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, 
we should now take the time to look at 
what we accomplished this past year. 
As usual, our Area Rank and Trade 
schools were full of enthusiastic sol
diers and dedicated staff, and course 
loading was excellent. 

The following were promoted with
in the year, and Congratulations go 
out to each of them: 
Promoted to M/Cpl: 
Cpl Ouckama; Rfn Chittick (RNTP); 
Cpls Lowry; Demaine; Haire - Regi
mental Band; Gauci - Regimental 
Band 
Promoted to Sergeant: 
M/Cpls Galea; Thomson 
TMD Posting: 
WO Patterson; M/Cpl Quinn 

As we prepare for the changes that 
are brought down to us, one of them 
being the introduction of the new wea
pon, the Regiment will commence and 
have in place by Spring of 1990, the 
Small Arms Replacement Project 
(SARP). Replacing the 7.62 FNCl rifle 
and the 9mm Cl sub-machine gun is 
the new 5.66mm C7 rifle. The 7.62 
FNCl automatic rifle is being replac
ed by thenew 5.56mm C9 light mach
ine gun, and the Cl sub-machine funs 
are replaced by the 5.56mm C8 car
bine. I know in the latter part of 1989, 
the Regiment qualified 15 instructors 
who will conduct the training of the 
new weapons to the unit. 

At this time, I would like to welcome 
our new regular support staff (RSS) to 
the Regiment: 

This exercise was a show piece in bat
tle simulation designed to convince 
the powers that-be of the importance 
of realistic training using electronic 
simulators. We provided an enemy com
pany and all the observer/ controllers. 

On 1 July we said farewell to our 
retiring Colonel Commandant, Gene
ral Sir James Glover, and welcomed in 
our new one, Lieutenant-General Ed
ward Jones. It was General Jones' for
mer ADC who co-led an ambitious 
Regimental diving expedition to Re
union Island in the Indian Ocean to 
dive on the wreck of the RIMS 'WAR
REN HASTINGS' which sank in 1896 
with the Regimental Silver of 2 KRRC. 
They located the wreck in shallow 
water and were able to conduct a 
search of the area over four weeks 
which sadly failed to bring up any items 
of value. Many interesting pieces of 
wreckage were found which were 
brought back and will eventually be 
on display in the new museum in Win
chester to be opened in 1989. 

In August and September the Bat
talion exercised in Canada at Wain
wright. It was on this exercise that we 
were able to renew our Canadian alli
ances to the full. Lt Col Vince Ken
nedy, commanding 1 PPCLI in Calgary 
(a former exchange officer with this 
Battalion) gave great assistance par
ticularly in the form of his "C" Com
pany, commanded by Maj Wayne 
Ramsden, who were an excellent 
enemy force for our final exercise. "C" 
Company entered a team in our inter
platoon competition and did very well. 
Our Buglers under Bugle Major Lyons 
were able to blow at the PPCLI Battle 
School passing out parade in Wain
wright, and the Reece Platoon atten
ded a mountain warfare cadre run by 1 
PPCLI in the Rockies. Whilst in Wain
wright we were able to make contact 
with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles in the 
form of Major Dennis Puranen who 
was also in Wainwright for the Militia 
concentration. And this same event 
provided the opportunity to meet up 
with the Royal Regina Rifles les by 
their Commanding Officer Lt Col 
Randy Brooks. We were delighted to 
have one of their young officers, Lieut 
Colin King, attached to our "B" Com
pany for two weeks. Finally Colonel 
Ernie Wesson of the British Columbia 
Regiment (Duke of Connaught's Own) 
arranged for a joint expedition along 
the old Hudson's Bay Company Fur 
Trail in the wilder regions of the 

Rocky mountains. We were very plea
sed to be able to renew our contacts 
with our Canadian friends and as ever 
their hospitality knew no bounds. We 
are pleased to report that Capt Harry 
Emck, our late Anti Tank Officer, has 
since joined 1 PPCLI as the current 
exchange officer. 

In the summer we held a sounding 
retreat in aid of Prince Philip's 
Appeal for Commonwealth ex
Servicemen. This gave us the oppor
tunity to welcome some ofour retired 
colleagues living in East Anglia and 
we were delighted to see a few mem
bers of our former Affiliated Regi
ments, particularly a contingent from 
the Kings African Rifles. 

No sooner were we back from Cana
da than we departed again for Salis
bury Plain on the Brigade exercise. 
This included an inter-Platoon com
petition to test fitness and navigation 
with each Battalion in the Brigade stak
ing its reputation on the result. Unfor
tunately we narrowly missed first place 
but eight of our nine Platoons were in 
the first ten places. The main exercise 
allowed us to use our "swift and bold" 
approach to soldiering in the SAXON 
APCs to good effect. We were able to 
show the rest of the Brigade the flexi
bility and success one can achieve 
quickly with a well rehearsed Battle 
Group using the ethos of mission or
ders . Running at the same time as this 
exercise we were guarding civil prison
ers for the Home Office in Rollestone 
Camp. This former Army Camp on 
Salisbury Plain had been turned into 
a temporary civil prison to cope with 
over-crowding in the jails. However 
the Riflemen enjoyed the change. 

As 1988 draws to a close we can re
flect on a very busy year which also 
gave us some notable successes. Our 
Boxers won the Army Novices Cham
pionships, we achieved success in Ath
letics, tennis, hockey, cross country 
running and Nordic skiing, and our 
snipers were the best in the Infantry 
at the UKLF concentration. 

Sadly we have not managed to see 
much of our Gurkha Allied Regiments 
in 1988 despite 6th QEP Gurkhas being 
in UK at the same time. And we were 
sorry that our scheme to take Capt 
Indaprasad Gurung BEM, currently 
the 2nd Goorkha's Queen's Gurkha 
Orderly Officer, to Canada with us 
came to nothing as his Royal duties 
took precedent (hardly surprising!) . 
We shall just miss the return to UK 

next spring of 1st/2nd KEO Goorkhas 
as we depart for two years in Gibraltar 
in March. To all friends and col
leagues in our Affiliated and Allied 
Regiments across the world we send 
our warm wishes for success in 1989. 

1989 began with the Battalion in 
Hyderabad Barracks, Colchester, as 
part of 19 Infantry Brigade. As the 
Battalion enjoyed its Christmas leave 
after a spell of Spearhead duty that 
ended on 28 December the officers of 
the battalion enjoyed their usual mid
winter sport ofmoving house and jobs. 
The Second in Command, OTO and 
three of our five company comman
ders all moved on to pastures new 
while their reliefs assembled from all 
points of the compass to pick up the 
reins. The Nordic Ski Team, under Lt 
Tim Adams, spent January in Europe 
continuing their good work from 1988 
and finished a creditable 2nd in the 
UKLF Team Merit List. 

The main work of the New Year con
cerned our impending move to Lath
bury Barracks, Gibraltar for a two year 
tour. Although the Government had 
announced that we would be the last 
Regular Battalion to serve in Gibral
tar, our move was unaffected as Pre
Advance and then Advance Parties 
set off in January and February to pre
pare the way. In Colchester stores were 
counted, barracks cleaned and vehic
les polished for the usual rites of 
unit handovers. 

By mid March the Battalion had re
assembled in Gibraltar and Taken over 
command in Lathbury Barracks 
(named after General Sir Gerald Lath- · 
bury, a Greenjacket who was Gover
nor here in 1967) from 1st Battalion 
The Royal Anglian Regiment. Most of 
the battalion elected to fly or drive to 
the rock but a hardy few led by our 
Reece Platoon commander Capt Ed
ward Watson chose to run and cycle 
the route. 

The Battalion settled into the rou
tine of life in Gibraltar with compan
ies in a cycle of guards and Duties, 
Ceremonial, Standby Company and 
Training. I Company, commanded by 
Major David Homer, mounted the first 
Convent Guard within two days of ar
riving on the rock, and we cleared our 
first major hurdle with an excellent 
Guard Mounting Ceremoney for HE 
The Governor, Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Peter Terry on 4 April. Drill and cere
monial duties, not always a Green-
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commodation improved from a twelve 
man sub standard room to 4 man flat
lets. We were back to being an Infan
try Battalion. There was however to 
be scant time for settling in, the first 
two weeks of October saw the Batta
lion change from green to orange! Act
ing as enemy on the Western District 
Home Defence exercise, Exercise 
Western Encounter, was given the add
itional spice of being able to show 2 
PARA (Blue forces) a thing or two. 
The back-drop to September and the 
Home Defence Exercise had been the 
start of external courses for the forth
coming tour as the Lisnaskea Incre
mental Reinforcement Battalion. Our 
tour is due to last February to May of 
1989 and we have, as this letter is be
ing concluded, already been through 
the NITAT Cadres, the main recce to 
Fermanagh has taken place and the 
detailed Company training is now well 
under way. We look forward to our 
Christmas break, which is where this 
epistle began, and wish you all the 
best for 1989. 

The past 12 months have been var
ied, interesting and challenging for 
the Second Battalion, the main fea
tures of the year being a 4 month ope
rational tour in Northern Ireland, our 
conversion to SAXON, and our de
ployment to the Continent on a major 
NATO exercise. 

January 1989 found the battalion in 
the final stages of preparing for a forth
coming tour in Northern Ireland. Of 
interest is our reinforcement during 
our work up training prior to Christ
mas by a composite platoon formed 
by 1 and 3 RGJ, to provide a fourth 
platoon for C Company, and 2Lt 
Charles Bather from 2/2 GR, to com
mand a platoon in D Company. We re
turned from Christmas leave on 2nd, 
only to depart that day for almost all 
of the remainder of the month to com
plete various range and dry training 
packages. 

From February to June 1989 the 
Battalion deployed to Northern Ire
land. 'Tac HQ' with B and D Compa
nies under command, joined 3 Infan
try Brigade and were responsible for 
most of East Germanagh, while A and 
C Companies were detached to 4 (also 
partof3 Brigade) and 8 UDR respect
ively. The improvements in the situa
tion since the formation of 3 Infantry 
Brigade were evident and our tour 
was relatively quiet, though we did 
have some narrow escapes and just 

PAGE40 

missed catching a terrorist red hand
ed. We had the added advantage of 
being near friends; Brigadier Charles 
Bybyan (late RGJ) was our Brigadier 
and Lieutenant Colonel James Carter 
(RGJ) was 8 UDR's Commanding 
Officer. 

After well earned leave we spent 
July and August running a multipli
city of internal cadres, mainly based 
in Dover, and took delivery of our 
SAXON APCs. This helped to pre
pare us for Ex PLAIN SAILING in 
September, in which we practised de
fending the Lines of Communication 
on the Continent. The added activi
ties which we had organised, which in
cluded one company's attachment to 
the Belgian Army and another adven
ture training in Bavaria, helped to com
pensate for the main exercise, which 
for various reasons lacked any real 
excitement. 

In order to gain time for uninterrup
ted training in the early months of 
next year, we had volunteered to meet 
as many external commitments as pos
sible in October. The powers that be 
did not let us down! October was thus 
a hectic month, with companies de
ploying all over the country in support 
of, amongst others, the School of In
fantry, RMA Sandhurst and 23 SAS. 
November was largely devoted to 
shooting on Lydd and Hythe ranges; 
first a week long mandatory range pack
age in preparation for SPEARHEAD, 
then two weeks devoted to complet
ing the APWT, culminating in a two 
day Battalion Skill at Arms Meeting. 
During the month we also completed 
the major task of getting ourselves 
and our equipment ready for SPEAR
HEAD, with all the preparations and 
inspections that this entails. 

Despite our various commitments 
we have had time to put much empha
sis on sport and many other leisure 
pursuits since returning from North
ern Ireland; the latter including send
ing a platoon to Gibraltar for a month, 
entering a team for the Nihmegen 
Marches, and sending four riflemen to 
America for the World Martial Arts 
Championships. 

At this time of writing we are in the 
process of completing our annual inter 
platoon competition prior to standing 
down for Christmas. We remain on 
SPEARHEAD until the end of De
cember and keep our fingers crossed 
that no unforeseen emergency will re
quire our return from leave. We look 

forward to another challenging year in 
1990, which includes a six week exer
cise in Canada. 

3rd Battalion 
Commanding Officer 
Lt Col P.D. Browne 

MBE 

Hyderabad Barracks, Colchester, 
has been home for the Battalion since 
March 1987 although much time has 
been spent away in 1988. 

We began the year with one third of 
the Battalion in the Falkland Islands 
and South Georgia as the Military Gar
rison, whilst the remainder carried on 
in Colchester. We provided the Castle 
guard in Edinburgh throughout March 
which is an unusual requirement for 
an English Regiment to take on. The 
soldiers particularly enjoyed the so
cial life this tour of duty afforded and 
were not put off by the statistics that 
Edinburgh has the highest concentra
tion of AIDS in the British Isles. 

With our Falklands and South Geor
gia group safely home Lt Col Andrew 
Pringle handed over Command to Lt 
Col Peter Browne. We then embarked 
on the serious business of training 
ourselves for the busy year ahead. As 
a SAXON APC equipped mechani
sed Infantry Battalion in 19 Infantry 
Brigade our wartime deployment takes 
us to the forward area in West Ger
many. Much time is taken up training 
our drivers, commanders and soldiers 
in the skills and drills of mechanised 
warfare. In addition, as a UK based 
Battalion, we are involved in overseas 
tours of temporary duty, such as 4½ 
months in the Falklands, and emer
gency tours on standby for worldwide 
deployment. These duties on the 
'SPEARHEAD' roster involve con
siderable preparation of equipment 
and some specialised training for Nor
thern Ireland. This latter requirement 
we completed in May during two weeks 
on the South Coast at Hythe and 
Lydd Ranges. 

In May "R" Company spent two 
weeks in Spain on an exchange exer
cise with a Spanish Mountain Light 
Infantry Company whilst "R" Com
pany enjoyed the mountains in Spain 
and had a chance to visit the Penin
sula battlefield at Vitoria. June saw 
the Battalion deployed on Salisbury 
Plain for two weeks on SIMEX 88. 

USO Capt Hughes - RCR Germany 
UTA WO Charlebois - 2CDO 
Petawawa 
UAA Sgt Andrews - RCR Petawawa 

Leaving us this past year were: 
Capt Wiegand - R.C .A.F. 
WO Halcrow - Retired - living in Oak
ville (Bus Driver) 
Sgt Brett- Retired - living in Toronto -
Class B Air Reserve 

Our unit support M/Cpl Ferguson 
still remains with the Regiment, and 
has been beneficial to the Regiment. 

AtMilcon 89 at CFB Borden/CFTA 
Meaford, the soldiers had plenty of 
exciting and innovative training. This 
ranged from airmobile operations, live 
firing sections and platoon advance to 
contact, and to snap shooting on dark 
and anxiety jungle lanes. 

The Regiment participated in the 
Warrior's Day Parade in August con
sisting of 65 strong. The Militia had 
1,000 on this national parade. 

There have been excellent oppor
tunities for the young men in the Regi
ment today. Sixteen personnel had 
the experience of going to Germany 
from 15 August to late September, 
being involved in the NATO foreign 
exercises and the occasion to train 
with the Regular Force and see Europe. 
We had NCO's in the Arctic, Namibia, 
and presently we have soldiers ser
ving in Cyprus with the U.N. peace 
keeping duties. 
TOTAL FORCE CONCEPT "How 
does it affect you and me?" 

Land Forces Central Area (LFCA), 
a result of the 1987 White Paper on 
defence whereby the Militia across 
the country will increase in the next 
decade. In the region of Ontario enroll
ment is expected to have the greatest 
numbers. With such large increases in 
numbers and with the integration of 
the reserves and regular force into a 
"TOTAL FORCE" concept, many 
changes are being made to re-organ
ization of the army. These changes are 
occurring now and there are more to 
come in the upcoming future. 

At the 106th Annual Sergeant's 
Mess Dinner on 01 April, which was 
very successful, the guest speaker for 
the evening was M/Gen H.C. Pitts, 
MC, CD who provided the mess with 
his experience and distinguished car
eer with the Queen's Own Rifles, and 
this was another exceptional evening 
that everyone thoroughly enjoyed. 

The CMA Infantry Competition was 
a very favourable outcome, as the 30 

L - R: LCol Rayment, J.P. Moore, S. Byatt, CWO Belms, Gen. Ramsbotham and 
RSM Budden. 

man platoon, under 2Lt Saunders and 
Sgt Wilmot, placed fourth of all the 
infantry units in CMA. Well done to 
those who participated! 

This past summer I had the occa
sion, along with the Commanding Of
ficer and our wives to go on "Opera
tion Overlord '89", the Le Mesnil
Patry tour to celebrate the 45th anni
versary ofD-Day. This included cere
monies at Berniers Sur Mer, the un
veiling of the plaques by the QOR of 
C, and First Hussars at Le Mesnil
Patry, followed by the DVA reception 
in Caens. This surely was an eye open
er for Gloria and I, and we had the 
opportunity to live with the Nor
mandy people for four days. This was 
quite an experience. This event will go 
down in a chapter of regimental his
tory. 

Another event in CMA on 26 No
vember 89 was the Change of Area 
Sergeant Major from CWO Jim Tuf
fin to CWO Rod Pettigrew. As you will 
remember, CWO Tuffin was the Regi
ment's guest speaker at the Men's 
Christmas Dinner in 1987. On behalf 
of the Regiment, we wish Mr. Tuffin 
all the best and to Mr. Pettigrew, con
gratulations! 

As the year came to a close, the 
Men's Christmas Dinner was held on 
13 December on the parade square. 
There were over 180 in attendance. 
The evening was very enjoyable and 

our guest speaker was Mr. Ben Wicks 
who entertained the Regiment with 
his humour and artistic expertise. On 
that evening, awards were presented 
to NCM's and other ranks for their 
contribution and excellent leadership 
that they have put out throughout the 
year. 
Airborne Rifleman of the Year 
Sergeant Wilmot 
Commanding Officer's Award 
M/Cpl Lowry 

On that evening we mugged out two 
of our RSS, WO Don Halcrow and Sgt 
Dennis Brett. 

Starting off the New Year was the 
traditional New Year's Levee, the visit
ing of the various messes, Officer's 
Mess, Sergeant's Mess, and then Ju
nior NCO's Mess, followed by a visit 
to the Lieutenant Governor at Queen's 
Park. 

In closing, I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform all members of 
the Regiment now, and in the past, 
changes are approaching within the 
Militia that we see in every day life in 
our jobs. I ask you to meet the challen
ges that are brought to you. This sum
mer, at On Guard 90, the Regiment 
will be involved in full training with 
the SSF in Petawawa, and I urge you 
to make yourself available in partici
pating. 

C.W.O. B.W. Budden, CD 
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REPORT FROM THE 
SERGEANT'S MESS 

Looking back on the period since 
our last report is difficult to imagine 
that a year has passed. 

The year commenced with the tra
ditional New Years Levee where the 
mess hosted numerous visitors of all 
ranks, ranging from Jr. Riflemen to 
Generals, with the odd Mayor tossed 
in for good measure. Friendships were 
renewed as other Sergeants' Messes 
paid us greetings and old comrades 
returned home. Of course, the early 
hour was made more tolerable with 
the aid of a 'Butt Stroke' - a warming 
concoction soon to become famous! 

Cousen's Night, our annual event to 
commemorate the valiant actions of 
Sgt. Aubrey Cousens, VC atMooshof, 
was held as an informal dining-in after 
training. Once again some of the old 
hands of the mess shared their me
mories and experiences to better our 
appreciation for the man and the regi
ment. A fine evening of conversation 
and comraderie was had by all in 
attendance. 

The 105th Annual Mess Dinner was 
another great evening for conversa
tion and cheer. Our guest speaker, 
Brig. Gen. Don Pryer gave us some 
excellent insights into the up and com
ing events foreseen for the militia and 
memories of the past. In fact, his words 
gave us cause to converse to beyond 
the 'wee' hours. A special thanks to 
the Commanding Officer for allowing 
us the use of his Mess for this occasion. 

The regimental birthday was cele
brated in fine fashion with a host of 
activities, not the least of which was 
an inter-mess obstacle race. Natur
ally, the Sergeant's Mess displayed 
its usual tenacity by soundly trounc
ing the officer and the usual tact by 
allowing the Junior Ranks to think 
they won. If only they had really known 
the pain and agony! Ah, legends in our 
minds we are. 

Summer stand down saw us go our 
separate ways - off to courses and 
the like and remain divided at Milcon 
as the regiment had elements at Peta
wawa and Borden. Those of us lucky 
enough to get to the bar at Borden cer
tainly were glad to see Joe Marsala, 
our Steward, doing a great job running 
the combined Sgts' Mess in Black
down Park. Thanks for the ice Joe! 
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The Wine and Cheese Party, stead
fastly a popular happening, highlight
ed the fall season. A tremendous suc
cess. This event goes a long way to 
counter our detractors opinions that 
the Sgts' Mess survives on whisky, 
beer and peanuts. While no one can 
argue about those being the essen
tials, a fine vintage with the derigeur 
accompaniments is always well receiv
ed. The afternoons activities were 
made more festive by our bands fit
ting music. 

The year 1988 also saw many pro
motions into and within the mess. WO 
Bruce Bamlett was promoted to MWO. 
Sgts Scott Patterson and John O'Con
nor both to WO. We welcomed to the 
Mess, Sgts Bill Paton, Rob Roper and 
Adam Saunders. As well we would 
like to welcome Sgt. Al Cook who joins 
us from Ottawa. Congratulations and 
welcome! 

Other comings and goings in the 
mess include the departures of WO 
Mike Bludd (our UTA) to lPPCLI 
and Sgt. Freeman Warford (UAA) to 
CFB Winnipeg. As a parting gift we 
received from them an excellent por
trait of the Battle of Cut Knife Creek, 
painted by Mike's mother. This paint
ing is now proudly displayed at the 
entrance to the Mess. Filling their 
shoes (even at the Hug 'n Slug?), we 
welcome the support and assistance 
of WO Don Halcro (2 Cdo, Canadian 
Airborne Regiment) and Sgt. Dennis 
Brett (CFB Toronto). 

Now, on a more sombre note, it is 
with deep regret that the passing of 
several of our older members must be 
relayed. We are saddened by the loss 
of our friends and wish to express our 
condolences to their families. WO 
Dunc Green, Sgt. Tony Connell, and 
B/Sgt. John Lenchak. They will be 
sadly missed. 

It is fitting that these men be re
membered here by us. Many of them 
were sitting in our chairs fifty years or 
so ago, knocking back a few and re
membering 'when'. Through our meet
ings with them we help to preserve the 
regimental traditions and history that 
make us unique. Without their sup
port and guidance maintaining our cus
toms becomes a much more difficult 
task. Often this guidance is acquired 
rather than taught. So, if there are any 
older members who have been hesi
tant to come to the Mess, why not 

come on up for a pint? Between us we 
should be able to spread the night soil 
of a well fed or pretty thick, possibly 
even learning something en route! 

WO J. O'CONNOR 
PRESENT 

QOR CHILLIWACK 
ASSOCIATION 

The year 1989 started on a very sad 
note for all Chilliwack and QOR of C 
members with the passing of Archie 
(Tim) Reid. Tim was very well known 
through the Canadian Armed Forces, 
having served in the PPCLI, RWR, 
the School of Infantry, Camp Borden 
as well as our unit. He always had a 
good word for everyone and did an 
excellent job of any task he was assign
ed or took on. Tim was very well liked 
and I would like to mention the follow
ing who attended the memorial 
service; 
Duke Connelley 
Ken Barrett 
John Cresswell 
John Freidt 
Neil Reid 
Don (moose) McDonald 
Pop Purchase 
Bob Ducharme 
Don Warrilow 
Bill Mountain 
Doug McLoud 
Lou Wiseman 
Cy Fotheringham 
Danny Stahl 
Wayne Gannon 
Jim Schultz 
Pearl McDonald 
Del Cresswell 
Mary McGraw 
Cy Arkinstall 
Chas Dunlop 

Jim Carroll 
Bob Davies 
Pete Kolbe 
Ralph Ferris 
R.L. Clark 
Stu McPherson 
Roy Waterfield 
Lou Reil 
Gordon Hryhoryshyn 
Jerry Venn 
Keith McCarthy 
Rollie Phillips 
Ed Bogan 
Jim Duchineau 
Wes White 
Bill Kowalchuk 
Ray Demules 
Marc Gagne 
Frank Lacroix 
Fred Dorman 
Bill Demmy 

The reception following, held at Br. 
#4 Royal Canadian Legion was one, I 
am sure, that Tim would have ap
proved. He will be greatly missed. 

Our Regimental Birthday Party, in 
April, was held at the Black Forest, 
but unfortunately we were hit by a flu 
bug which kept the crowd down to 
approximately 30 people. 

In November we held a Chinese 
Supper and were delighted with the 
big turn out. We were delighted to see 
Larry Beaton, Dave Rickman and Karl 
Riesinger make it for the first time. 

In closing we send the very best to 
all riflemen wherever you may be. 

BOB FOSTER 

1989 has been a full and rewarding 
year for 1 RGJ, during which inevita
ble frustrations, including a necessary 
reduction to 2 platoons per company, 
have been more than countered by 
successes at every level, and in many 
fields. 

2nd Battalion 
Commanding Officer 
Lt Col A.M.D. Palmer 

After a much needed two week break 
at Christmas the Battalion returned 
to Warminster refreshed and ready 
once more for the worst role of Dem
onstration Battalion could throw at it. 
Despite the heavy requirement the 
role placed upon manpower and re
sources, every effort was to be made 
in 1988 to provide opportunities for 
members of the Battalion to take a 
break from Demonstration duties. Dur
ing January over a hundred members 
of the Battalion went skiing in France 
and Italy, none broke a leg and the Rifle
men were able to get to grips with the 
intricacies of Fondue. Meanwhile sev
eral platoons went to Scotland to ad
venture, train and conduct some very 
worthwhile - if could - escape and 
evasion exercises. 

Appropriately enough, March saw 
the Inter Company March and Shoot 
Competition designed to assist in the 
selection of teams for the SW District 
Skill at Arms Meeting; much to the 
delight of Major Richard Matters, the 
competition was won by 'A' Company. 
During the same month a small group 
led by Captain Carl Hunter was attac
hed to HMS ALACRITY for a trip, via 
Bourdeaux, to Gibraltar. Naval hospi
tality was overwhelming and the liber
al helpings of claret and lager helped 
the party to overcome a gale or two 
experienced off the Spanish coast. 
Whatever spare time there might have 
been left to the battalion in March was 
taken up by the demonstration of fu
ture equipment and tactics for Mobile 
Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT). 
Using some very original and spectac
ular battle effects, provided by a spe
cialist team from Paynes Fireworks, 
the Demonstration, orchestrated by 
the Commanding Officer, was played 
to an audience of some 150, of whom 
28 were Brigadiers or above. In April 
came a 20 mile march between the 
Officers and Sergeants Messes; an ex
hausting team event and one in which 

an officer always seems to take first 
place but the Sergeants always wins 
the trophy on team placings. This year 
the Officers' team consisted of the 
Commanding Officer Lieutenant Col
onel Vere Hayes, Second in Com
mand Major Tim Corry, Captain 
Simon Day and assorted 'warts': Lieu
tenant Roger Salwey and 2nd Lieuten
ants Matthew Fleming, Anthony Lloyd 
and Edward Elton. Roger Salwey, un
daunted by the fact that he was to run 
in the London Marathon two days later, 
won in a record time of three hours 
and 21 minutes. This event was to be 
the Commanding Officers swan song 
as a week later he handed over Com
mand to Lieutenant Colonel Anthony 
Palmer. After a hilarious 'This was 
your life' evening in the Officers Mess, 
Colonel Vere left to rejoin the gilded 
staff as Chief of Staff of 4th Armoured 
Division in Hereford, West Germany. 

Major Bob Churcher had discover
ed in 1987 a rewarding and cast iron 
method of avoiding Demonstration 
duties - leading an overseas adven
ture training expedition. He repeated 
this feat over the period April to May 
1988 by taking a nine man party to the 
Annapurna area of Nepal. the party 
flew to Kathmandu via Dacca on the 
Bangladesa Bimau Airline (an adven
ture in itself!), then carried out a two 
phase expedition. Phase One was the 
120 mile Annapurna Sanctuary trek 
and Phase Two the Annapurna circuit 
trip of 200 miles, using the services of 
the Sherpal, Co-Op Agency. The ex
pedition was a test for all and an eye 
opener for many, the Expedition Re
port written by Lieutenant Charlie 
Cracknell contained the following 
paragraph: 
The Expedition was a great success. 
All members arrived imagining them
selves to be hardened, fit Infantry sol
diers able to face anything. They were 
rapidly disillusioned as daily walking, 
carrying their own pack on a diet of 
rice and vegetables brought them down 
to reality. This, coupled with mild but 
persistent stomach upsets and some 
altitude sickness, taught each their 
true capability and that a BFT time of 
eight minutes is no real indicator of 
physical and mental stamina. 

Continuing the drift to the Far East 
and in the same month the Battalion 
Army Cricket Captain, newly promo
ted (!) Lieutenant Matthew Fleming, 
by some extraordinary feat of'liaison' 
with the 'Light Blue', managed to get 

his platoon out to Hong Kong for two 
weeks. The platoon stayed with 2/2 
GR and were very well looked after. 
They spent a considerable amount of 
time on the border, a task they greatly 
enjoyed not least because it gave them 
a wealth of war stories to recount in 
the bars of Warminster. 

The hectic pace of April was follo
wed by the beginning of the handover 
of our role to lRRW (in August), but 
before we could tell the Phantom where 
to put his Bugle or Maiden her Iron, 
the intervening period provided us 
with time to continue to display the 
superb qualities of WARRIOR, the 
Mechanised Infantry Combat Vehi
cle, as well as retain our stranglehold 
on the SW District Skill at Arms Meet
ing (much to the chagrin of 1 D and D!). 
There was also time for D Company, 
under Major John Pentreath, to con
duct a very imaginative exercise, Ex
ercise Delta Venture, which made use 
of what seemed to be most, if not all, of 
the Royal Naval Air Squadron Sea 
King helicopters from Yeovilton. The 
Company, using land kindly made a
vailable by Captain Willy Molesworth
St Aubyn's father, attacked ever deep
er into Cornwall, finally and success
fully assaulting from landing craft both 
St Michael's Mount and the Scilly Isles! 
Before handover and in July came the 
highpoint (or the reverse, depending 
upon performance) of the platoons' 
year, The Bramall Trophy - the an
nual inter platoon competition. Run 
by Major Johnathan Durcan, the com
petition took place on our 'back door 
training area' - Salisbury Plain and 
proved to be imaginative, exhausting, 
revealing, amusing and above all test
ing ... just what one would expect 
from such a competition! 

August came and the Battalion left 
Warminster to plaudits of a 'difficult 
job well done' and moved to Con
naught Barracks, Dover. The some
what joyous exodus was led by the 
Demonstration Officer, Major Peter 
Jacques, who during the journey under
went a metamorphosis to appear in 
Dover as the Second in Command. 
After a period of block leave, the Bat
talion returned to reform from the u
nique establishment accorded to the 
Demonstration role to that of a 'Type A 
(SAXON) Battalion', without SAXON! 

There was general agreement that 
the move was very beneficial: Com
manders could command and the ac-
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hold the ball in the grounds of their 
house which meant that the party had 
a very different atmosphere from the 
normal parties which are based on the 
Officers Mess. We held a very suc
cessful Open Day on the 12th of June 
at which the most popular attraction 
turned out to be Officers heads ap
pearing in the stocks so that onlookers 
could pelt them with eggs and flour. 

The year has also seen a number of 
visitors including the Colonel Com
mandant, General Sir Robert Pascoe, 
who visited in June and the Colonel 
Commandant of the Light Division, 
Lt General Sir Peter de la Billiere who 
came in October. 

The first half of 1989 has been nota
ble more for its turbulence in terms of 
changes in the command structure than 
for any major Battalion commitments. 
Nevertheless, looking back on the last 
six months, there has been a lot going 
on. 

Not only has the Commanding Offi
cer changed, and we were delighted to 
welcome Lieutenant Colonel Simon 
Stanford-Tuck to the Battalion in Feb
ruary, but all company commanders 
except one have changed as has every 
key appointment in Battalion Head
quarters except the Second in Com
mand, all support platoon comman
ders and most Headquarter company 
officers. the one advantage of these 
changes is that the Colonel should 
have a fairly stable team for the next 
18 months to see him through what 
looks like a busy training year in 1990. 
It has of course produced its ups and 
downs in the short term! 

Our major operational commit
ment this year has been to LIVEOAK, 
the tripartite allied (not NATO) treaty 
which was created after the Berlin 
Blockade. It is a treaty with a high 
political profile which involves the Bat
talion in a Tripartite Battle group 
based on 1 RGJ but with American 
Tanks and French Gunners. It is a 
quite unique commitment which is 
not particularly testing in the tactical 
sense but is enormous fun and very in
teresting. We have already hosted a 
most successful study period and are 
looking forward to the FTX in late 
August. 

In addition we have had our usual 
full share of BAOR training commit
ments to CPXs, FTXs at Battle Group, 
Brigade and Divisional level. We have 
also sent our Mortar and Milan pla
toons on specialist concentrations. 
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Recently we returned from a two week 
firing camp at Sennelager which was 
made especially challenging this year 
as for the first time we had the oppor
tunity to use the Infantry's new hand 
held Light Anti Tank weapon (LAW 
80). It has proved itself a very good 
system with its own particularly well 
designed and enjoyable training pack
age including simulators and sub cali
bre devices. 

On the sporting front we have had a 
most successful Boxing season. Our 
teams became 1 Armoured Division 
Boxing Champions and we have three 
BAOR champions who went on to the 
Army finals where Rifleman Water
house became the Army Middle
weight Novice Champion. Companys 
are now training hard for our own an
nual novices competition and with last 
year's success to build on we hope to 
field a strong team next season. The 
Battalion has also had a most success
ful swimming team. Swimming is not a 
sport which we have previously look
ed upon as a high priority but we never
theless came third in the BAORmajor 
unit championship and Rifleman Corn
hill is the new BAORrecord holder for 
the 50m Butterfly. 

At Easter time we also mounted a 
mountaineering expedition to the Alps 
led by Captain Nick Martyn, our 
PPCLI exchange officer. Unfortun
ately blizzards and avalanches pre
vented the team from completing the 
Haute Route and climbing to the top 
of Mont Blanc but they certainly had 
some excellent and exciting climbing. 
We are most grateful to Jaguar 
Deutschland whose generous spon
sorship made the whole venture pos
sible. 

Also at East time we said a good
bye to the Peninsula Band who have 
been attached to us for the last two 
years. We have missed them enor
mously, particularly as it has left BAO R 
with no Light Division Band. We wish 
them well for their tour in Dover and 
hope to see them soon when they visit 
Germany later this year. 

At this stage most considerations 
were shaped by what was undoubted
y the year's major commitment - our 
role as the leading contingent in the 
LIVEOAK Tripartite Battlegroup 
which forms yearly to signify allied 
resolve to maintain free land access to 
Berlin. the exercise known as Exer
cise TREATY in June, saw a company 

of United State Cavalry Ml ABRAMS 
from 2/66 Armor arrive at Sennelager, 
along with a battery of fearsome loo
king French 155mm SP guns. The artil
lery were to demonstrate that their 
stunning firepower was achieved at 
the expense of decidedly cut-price run
ning gear: International fucidents were 
narrowly avoided and TREATY was 
adjudged a huge success - though 
things looked dicy when ribald com
ments issued from a sweetly running 
432 overtaking a broken down French 
howitzer rather presumptuously tit
led 'Waterloo'. 

In August we welcomed Capt ( QGO) 
Lachimprasad Gurung who became 
2IC Support Company. He will be sore
ly missed when he departs in January 
90. We are eternally grateful to him 
that he was happy to be known as 
Lachhim, particularly when it came to 
writing nominal rolls! 

In September the Battalion dep
loyed as part of 22 Armoured Brigade 
on the 1 Armoured Division FTX 
WHITE RHINO. This year, it was 
decided that a new concept would be 
trialed, designed to limit the exercise 
damage which is so costly in terms not 
only of money, but also of local good
will. The idea was that Brigade FTXs 
would be run, followed by a Divisional 
"Command Force Exercise" (CFX) 
- "O" Group vehicles only staying in 
the field in week 2. 

The CFX attracted much com
ment, which seems likely to lead to a 
"new improved version" next year; a 
CPX - FTX - CFX mix may be the 
pattern of future BAOR exercises. 
Whatever comes of this, Exercises 
STAG RHINO and WHITE RHINO 
proved a testing run out for men and 
machines, some vehicles covering 600 
track miles. Many lessons were learnt, 
not the least that the ability to speak a 
little German ensures a better barn! 

Also in September Letter 'B' Com
pany were 'cut' to 1 (GE) Corps for 
their FTX 'Offenses Visier' (Open 
Sights!). Once they had deciphered 
the encyclopaedic Op Order, they were 
relieved to find that a German FTX 
consists of a lot of meticulously plan
ned movement and remarkably little 
else - so the Company Comman
der's undoubted flair for 'Augtrag
staktik' remained untested! 

In addition in October the Ops Of
ficer organised an airmobile exercise 
in Schleswig Holstein; despite hercu
lean labours byhim, the time of year 
was simply incompatible with low le
vel flying, and the exercise was not an 
unqualified success. 

SEOUL OLYMPICS 
1988 

On 5 July, 1988, I was chosen as 
Canada's representative to partici
pate in the Seoul Olympics Opening 
Ceremony Skydive. The decision was 
made after completion of the Can
adian National Championships in Red 
Deer, Alberta, based on winning the 
accuracy event with the best score of 
all men or women. I would join 21 
other national champions from 21 coun
tries for the jump in Seoul. What an 
honour; what a great year to win! 

The Seoul Olympic Skydiving Exhi
bition Team was introduced by the 
Federation Aeronautique Internatio
nale (F.A.I.), the international govern
ing body for all aero sports. The com
mittee of the International Parachut
ists (CIP) is the parachuting branch of 
the F.A.I., with Dr. Uwe Beckman of 
West Germany as President and one 
of the organizers of the Olympic Sky
dive. The two other main coordina
tors were Americans B.J. Worth and 
LCol. Bruce Wicks of the U.S. Army. 
the Korean Army would also field a 
team of 22 jumpers, under the direc
tion of Captain Lee and Sgt. Choi. In 
total there would be 22 CIP jumpers, 
22 Korean Army jumpers and 30 most
ly American jumpers (with 2 Canadi
ans and 4 Frenchmen included in 
the 30). 

Before going to Korea, I travelled to 
Nykoping, Sweden, for the 19th World 
Parachuting Championships along with 

4 other women and 5 men of the Cana
dian Parachute Team. Two other CF 
members also earned positions on the 
national team this year, Capt. Al Sharpe, 
a navigator from CFB Comox and Sgt. 
Michel Denis, longtime member of 
CFPT Sky Hawks and R.22 Regt. I 
placed 23rd in the style event, 7th in 
accuracy and 11th overall finish for 
women out of 99 competitors. This 
year, another Canadian civilian Lisa 
Olsen took the gold medal in women's 
individual accuracy. This was Cana
da's first medal in the classical event 
of parachuting since 1982. 

While in Sweden, I purchased and 
received my new Olympic parachute 
equipment. It is a beautiful 230 sq. 
foot Pursuit main parachute, white on 
top with the five colours of the Olym
pic rings on the bottom, all in a black 
and gold container with a small square 
reserve for back up. 17 of our 22 jump
ers were in attendance in Sweden so 
we made two practice jumps there, 
including one for the closing ceremo
nies of the championships. It would 
take some work to improve our show, 
but it was an encouraging start. 

After Sweden, I travelled to Vichy, 
France to represent Canada in the 
World Cup of Parachuting. Sgt. Denis 
also participated, albeit arriving two 
days late due to a delayed CF flight to 
Lahr. He only missed one jump and 
had to take a maximum score as a 
penalty. I placed 9th overall of women 
with a 10th place style and 13th place 
accuracy finish. 

Finally it was 9 September, time to 
fly to Korea and practice for the ope
ning ceremonies. I arrived in Seoul 
two hours late and no one met me. I 
decided to follow some Canadian 
athletes to the Olympic Village to try 
to find my group. Several phone calls 
and hours later, I was rescued by Sgt. 
Choi of the Korean Army Parachute 
Team and transported to my home for 
next ten days in the Olympic Family 
Town. This was where all partici
pants, except athletes, stayed, includ
ing judges, technicians, demonstra
tion athletes, etc. We had a very com
fortable new four bedroom apartment 
for each 5 skydivers. I stayed with the 
other women participants from Great 
Britain, Denmark and China, along 
with a Chinese interpreter. The Kore
ans were wonderful hosts to us during 
our entire stay. 

On the morning of 11 September we 
received our additional equipment for 

the show, including new helmets, gold 
glittering jumpsuits, _gloves, t-shirts 
and gear bags. Later we received 
shorts, track suits, running shoes and 
more t-shirts. We were well turned out 
as a full team of 7 4, plus alternates, 
camera crew and coordinators. Next 
we met all our teammates from all 
three groups. The other two Cana
dians jumping with the Rings Team 
were Mike Zahar and Neil Houston, 
both former Canadian team members 
and world medallists in the Relative 
Work Events, both now living in the 
U.S. Each of the five rings for the free
fall show was manned by a World 
Championship Relative Work Team, 
current or past. The yellow ring -
U.S. Army Parachute Team, the Gol
den Knights. Blue - Tag Heurer, 
from France. Green - Air Bears, 
U.S.A. Red - Coors, U.S.A. Black -
Mirror Image, U.S.A. It was a great 
group to work with, having an incre
dible amount of experience and 
ability. 

Over the next six days we made 10 
practice jumps from 3 U.S.ArmyCh-47 
Chinook Helicopter (plus a few spares 
as are usually required) . We made all 
but six jumps into the Olympic Main 
Stadium, with the six being done onto 
the Kwangnaru Yachting Centre DZ 
in Seoul. We all preferred 'DZ Olym
pic Stadium' which was much more 
exciting and challenging (and where 
all the reporters were). Flying past the 
upper edge of the stadium and en
countering turbulence and lift, while 
trying to perform a controlled display 
of close and equally spaced parachu
tes, really got the adrenalin pumping. 
We had our work cut out for us, put
ting together a demonstration of O lym
pic standard. Fortunately, working 
with the best parachutists in the world 
made the task achievable, even with 
some language barriers. 

For our first two days of practice, 
each group (Koreans, CIP, Rings) 
worked separately with long delays 
between each part of the show. We 
then progressed to the intended rou
tine of each group landing immediate
ly after the other, to work on our 
timing for the show of only 7 minutes 
30 seconds. Timings were critical in 
order to fit in with the rest of the ope
ning show. Each jump was videoed 
and critiqued for visual effect and 
timing. We had to perform perfectly 
given any weather and wind condi
tions, so we varied our exist altitude 
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from 2000' AGL to 4000'. The Rings 
Team worked with a range of 2000' to 
11,000' with modifications of their 
task based on available altitude. At 
2000/ they would 'hop and pop' like us 
and the Koreans to fly in only a canopy 
show. At 3500' they would drag out 
each completed ring separately, while 
above 6000' they would build the full 
Olympic Rings formation in freefall. 
In the CIP group, I was usually 'top of 
the stack' being the lightweight on the 
load. It gave me a beautiful view of the 
whole group and pattern that we flew. 
The first of the Rings Team would be 
landing right on my heels, or even just 
before me, so I had to keep a sharp 
lookout for their parachutes appear
ing after their freefall. 

The days were long, due to delays 
and hold for air traffic, other people 
using the stadium field and endless 
briefings and debriefings for each 
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jump. We usually made four jumps 
per day fro 0730-2000 hours, with a 
break for our daily 'western lunch' of 
cold cheeseburgers and warm cokes. 
Soon we were offered a vegetarian 
option of three doughnuts and an 
apple. It should be noted that our 
other meals at the Family Town were 
excellent, with a wide variety of choi
ces to please anyone in the world. The 
Koreans really went all out to make us 
feel at home. In the evenings there 
was not much time for sight-seeing 
but we didfind a nice little beer gar
den in our complex to relax and tell 
stories. As a competitor, it was a real 
treat to get to know the people that I 
usually only see as the competition. 
The mood was one of fun and excite
ment; cooperativeness rather than 
competitiveness. 

Lt. Eileen Vaughan 

ASSOCIATION OF 
VETERANS IN UNI
TED NATIONS PEACE

KEEPING 
An application for Federal Incorpor

ation has been submitted for approv
al to form an Association for Canadi
an Personnel with service in the United 
Nation Forces. The first use of the mili
tary by the United Nations was in 1947. 
During the past forty one years, the 
United Nations has performed peace
keeping duties, at times, in the centre 
of hostilities between Nations. Per
mission was granted to use the UN 
Emblem for lapel pins, blazer crests, 
hat badges and membership cards, 
etc. 

Any interested personnel should ap
ply to: Frederick Brown, CD, Presi
dent, United Nations Peace-Keeping, 
P O box 272, Station D, Scarborough, 
Ontario, MlR 5B7. 
Tel: (416) 759-9219. 

In amongst this somewhat cynical 
view, there are detectable some genu
ine changes. First, the quality of re
cruits is slowly dropping as the avail
able pool of manpower within the 
country as a whole reduces by 30%. 
Known as the demographic trough, it 
is a reflection of a lowering of the gen
eral desire of the population to pro
create some 16 years ago. 

As to the quality of the recruits, we 
would not like to think that the stan
dard is any different, but there are 
problems and the most obvious is the 
length of training time allowed. This 
has steadily been reduced over the 
past few years to save money; the ef
fects inevitably have been the produc
tion of a less mature and resilient sol
dier than in the past. This has affect
ed particularly the Junior soldiers who 
have a much greater distance to go in 
terms of maturity from joining at the 
tender age of sixteen until their arrival 
in the battalion only 9 months later. 

The third change stems from the re
duction in training times and there
fore a need to try to optimise the limi
ted time and resources available. It 
has been an uphill battle but it now 
appears that our voice has been heard. 
There are currently proposals from 
MOD to increase the teaching time 
for the Common Military Syllabus from 
8 to 10 weeks, and a further increase in 
the Infantry Special to Arm syllabus 
by an, as yet, unspecified amount. 

As to the year itself, the Deport 
found itself the centre of national at
tention after the Ballygawley Bus 
Bombing of 1 LI when 8 off-duty sol
diers were tragically killed by a car 
bomb when their civilian bus passed 
by as it returned them from leave to 
their base at Omagh. The use of the 
Depot as a home base took some of 
the pressure off an operational battal
ion who could have done without ex
cessive media attention. Few seemed 
to notice some of the television pic
tures which showed the guard on the 
Depot being provided by the blue be
rets of the Army Air Corps! 

The general flow of visitors has de
creased now that the initial rush to see 
the new barracks is over. Visitors have 
ranged from the crew of HMS Alac
rity, who came to play sport, to the 
Mayor of corunna who displayed an em
harassing degree of knowledge about 
our regimental history. In June, His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal bin 

Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz el Saud was 
attached to the Depot for a three week 
period to gain some basic military 
knowledge and see the way in which 
we operate. There was some initial ap
prehension on our part that he would 
lose interest before the final day of the 
programme but the visit proved to be 
a great success, with the Prince even 
agreeing to leave an aeroplane and 
free fall from 13,000 ft., attached to 
Cpl. Skelley and accompanied by Ma
jor Nigel Jackson (both of IRGJ and 
serving at the Depot). 

The Depot has continued to dem
onstrate it's versatility at Sport and 
this year have become Army Major 
Unit Cricket Champions. This was no 
mean achievement, because although 
with the recruits, we are about the size 
of a battalion, for sporting purposes 
we can effectively draw only from the 
permanent staff. This makes us a mi
norunitand the pool of men is approx
imately 135. The Depot also won the 
South East District Squash League 
and knock-out championships. 

During the course of the year we 
have bade farewell to Capt. Nick Car
ter, the Adjutant, who has gone into 
the ADC world and is replaced by 
Capt. Nick Haddock who has already 
been Adjutant of IRGJ. Major Mark 
Kitchen has taken over A Company, 
Major Richard Carrow has taken over 
B Company, and Major Andy McGri- · 
gor has arrived in HQ Company, while 
Major Jamie Athill has gone to Staff 
College. On the subaltern side, we 
have welcomed Mark Cornell, Patrick 
Saunders, Tony Bloomer and Tom 
Thicknesse, and despatched Nick 
Trustram-Eve, Angus Watson, Bill 
Cooper, and Peter Eadie back to their 
battalions. Major Nigel Jackson (De
pot 2ic and author of this report) lea
ves the Army at the end of the year to 
take up commercial flying. 

1st Battalion 
Commanding Offi

cer Lt Col D.H. Gosdal 
MBE 

The close of 1987 saw IRGJ on block 
leave following our second short no
tice Northern Ireland tour in two years. 
On returning to BAO R in January we 
found that we faced the enormous task 
of training the Battalion in mechan
ised warfare in six months so that we 
could go to BATUS on exercise in 

June. EXERCISE MEDICINE MAN 
has been the highlight of the year and 
everything we did up until July was 
geared to ensuring we had a success
ful exercise in Canada. In the course 
of six months we went to Soltau for the 
only Battle Group training period we 
were to get before embarkation, took 
part on two CPXs, ran Mortar, Anti
tank and Reece Platoon cadres, con
verted the Battalion to the new SABO 
rifle, had a weeks firing on the ALMAS 
ranges, went to Battle Group Trainer 
twice and saw the Mortar and Reece 
Platoons successfully complete spe
cial to arm concentrations. thus pre 
pared, we embarked for Canada in 
mid-June. 

We had a very successful exercise in 
Canada, largely because of our rela
tive inexperience in mechanised war
fare. This meant that, unlike experi
enced Battle Groups, our learning 
curve was very steep and we gained 
enormously from the freedom of ma
noevre that Suffield allows as well as 
the very helpful and constructive ad
vice of the BATUS staff. We returned 
from Canada, not only having had great 
fun, but confident in our abilities as a 
mechanised unit. The hospitality re
ceived from our Canadian friends was 
appreciated enormously by both offi
cers and Riflemen. 

After BATUS we went on three 
weeks leave before coming back for a 
period of reorganisation and ration
alisation. A large number of cadres 
are now being run from driving and 
signals cadres to the first JNCOs cad
re we have been able to hold for two 
years. As many people as possible are 
being sent away on ~ourses. In the 
middle of all this the Rifle Companies 
are carrying out a number of statutory 
commitments such as nuclear site 
guards escape and evasion hunter for
ces, Battlefield simulation trials and 
border patrols. All these activities are 
aimed at ensuring that the Battalion 
has a high level of individual skills 
which will act as a firm foundation 
when we start collective training again 
next year. 

Despite the intensity of training we 
have still managed to fit in a series of 
other activities. The Officers Mess 
managed to hold a Ball this year in 
which we renewed an old Regimental 
acquaintance with a local German fa
mily dating back to our previous tour 
in Osnabruck in the 1950s. We were 
very kindly allowed by the family to 
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Japanese are guarding the Queen. It 
will be quite unnecessary to explain to 
readers of the "Rifleman" of the dis
cussions necessary to ensure a smooth 
Changing of the Guard between the 
Foot Guards and ourselves outside 
Buckingham palace: suffice it to say 
that the ghost of Sir John Moore may 
rest in peace. 

On the sporting front we are the 
Army volley ball champions, came first 
in the Regular Army Skill at Arms 
competition and third in the National 
Rifle Association in 1987 and third 
and first respectively in 1988. It is with 
particular pleasure that we can report 
in these pages that we managed to 
beat the Canadian Armed Forces team 
in the Royal Tournament tug-of-war, 
although they were the clear winners · 
in the beer drinking competition after- · 
wards. 

Naturally the forthcoming hand-
over, in 1997, of Hong Kong to Com
munist China and the deployment of 
the Brigade of Gurkhas thereafter is a 
subject in the forefront of our minds 
at present. While no decision has yet 
been promulgated by the govern
ment, the signs are good and we are 
assured of a continuing future as part 
of the British Army, probably mainly 
in Europe. We are, perhaps, an anach
ronism but there is nothing wrong in 
that and we have survived more cata
clysmic shifts of power before in
cluding Indian and Malayan inde
pendence. 

Canadian readers will be glad to 
hear of the sterling work being carried 
out in Nepal by the Canadian Econo
mic Development Agency, from whose 
help and projects many of our ex-ser
vicemen benefit. CEDA works very 
closely with our own Gurkha Welfare 
Trust and ensures that aid is given in a 
direct way where it is most needed. 
We are grateful to all of you who have 
helped and who continue to do so. 

The Battalion returns to Hong Kong 
in April of next year, although how 
long for we do not, as yet, know. While 
not many Queens Own Riflemen seem 
to find their way to our door we can 
assure them of a very warm welcome 
shoold they decide to brave the UK 
winter (Freezing to us but merely cool 
to you) or the flesh pots of the East. In 
the meantime every good fortune to 
the Queens Own Rifles of Canada from 
their Gurkha counterparts and partic
ularly so on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of "The Rifleman". 
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THE ROYAL 
GREEN JACKETS 

The highlight of the first half of the 
year was the visit by Her Majesty the 
Queen Mother to the Depot on the 
25th April. It was very much an "in 
house" affair with no outside guests. 
Primarily she came to see the Light 
Infantry Members of the Depot, and 
to plant a grove of eight Copper Beech 
Trees in memory of the soldiers killed 
in the Bellygawley Bus Bombing. She 
also of course saw, and talked to, a 
large number of Royal Green Jacket 
Officers and NCO's, and their fami
lies. Indeed the emphasis was one of a 
relaxed family day, with a light heart
ed pageant on the role of the Depot 
and a tour round the various training 
departments. Thankfully the weath
er, which had been atrocious through
out the preparation, was fine, if a little 
cold, on the day. 

On the sporting side the Depot has 
acquitted itself well. The juniors were 
sadly beaten in the final of the Army 
Junior Novice Boxing competition, but 
they won the South East District Divi
sion Two Football final. the perma
nent staff have also kept the side up 
by becoming the Army Minor Unit 
Squash Champions, and the South 
East District Squash "League Cham
pions". Sgt Howlett APTC is the Am
ateur Boxing Association Bantam 
Weight Champion and boxes for Great 
Britain. 

Throughout the glorious Summer 
of 1989 and into the Autumn, the De
pot has continued to grow in strength 
and at the end of the year is at full 
stretch with 260 Adult Recruits and 
150 Juniors in Training. In order to 
achieve a more consistent flow of re
cruits the system of monthly intakes is 
to be reintroduced; so no doubt life at 
the Depot will very soon revert back 
to the system that used to pertain in 
Peninsula Barracks. 

As in past years, the Tattoo in the 
Summer saw several thousand visi
tors over the three days that it took 
place. This year the emphasis was on 
the Community and ties with Hamp
shire County Council who are cele
brating their 100th Anniversary. to 
highlight this there was a display by 
the Emergency Services, Police, Am
bulance and Fire in a simlulated road 
traffic accident. The Metropolitan Po
lice Dogs also put in an appearance. 

After it was all over we were able to 
donate over £4,700.00 to various chari
ties . 

The two highlights of the latter part 
of this year were the Expedition to 
Nepal for 12 Juniors, and the visit of 
Her Majesty The Queen to open the 
Museum; both of which are covered 
elsewhere in this letter. In the sport
ing world the Depot have against set 
out to maintain the high standard they 
achieved last year. They are already 
through the 1st Round of the Army 
Cup Squash, and Sgt Howlett is away 
training as the Bantam Weight for 
Great Britain in the Commonwealth 
Games. He has been nominated com
bined Services Sports Personality of 
the year. Sadly on our annual sporting 
competition against HMS Dryad, the 
Depot was soundly beaten. We will 
have to redouble our efforts in 1990. 

The Light Division Depot remains 
as busy as ever. During the first half of 
1989 the number of recruits has grown, 
and although not as large as the peaks 
reached in 1987, it has still resulted in 
large platoons passing out. As men
tioned last year the effects of the de
mographic trough are already being 
felt; and more recruits of a lower grade 
are now being accepted for training. 
This inevitably, has its repercussion 
on the work load of the training staff. 
Considerable emphasis is now being 
placed on remedial training to try and 
ensure that the wastage rate does not 
increase, and if possible is reduced. 
As yet no firm trend has been identi
fied. The increase in time allowed for 
teaching the Common Military Sylla
bus from 8 to 10 weeks is due to start 
in January 1990 and this should have a 
marked effort on improving the stand
ard of trained soldiers produced. 
Whether the Phase Two "Infantry Pack
age" is extended or not, is still under 
discussion, hopefully it will be. 

The Depot has continued with it's 
role of producing trained soldiers from 
recruits and the historic cycle contin
ues. That cycle includes the inevit
able complaints from battalions that 
the recruits are not sufficiently good 
raw material. And in line with a tradit
ion of many years standing, we have 
been reorganising our programmes to 
produce a "better" package. It was 
ever thus and doubtless our succes
sors in the years to come will do exac
tly the same. 

REGIMENTAL BAND 

1988was a year of changes and chal
lenges, under the leadership of our 
jovial Director of Music, Lieut. Denny 
R. Ringler, C.D., B. Mus., B. Ed., M. 
Ed. (Music). We had a number of new 
members join the Band, bringing with 
them a great deal of musical exper
tise. 

Three of our long serving members, 
Cpls. Gerry Griggs, Fred Haire, and 
Henry Gauci joined the Junior Lead
ers Course (J.L.C.) given at C.F.B. 
Borden starting in January. This was 
the first J.L.C. course to be given on 
week-ends. The course involved leader
ship, weaponry, first aid, field exerci
ses and of cours~ drill! It lasted for 
twelve weeks. 

However, lighter moments did oc
cur during all this hard work. On one 
week-end when the Regimental Band 
was playing at a mess dinner in Toron
to, our three corporals were required 
since they all play important parts in 
the Band. Leaving C.F.B. Borden late 
on a Saturday afternoon they were 
aboard a truck when one of the three 
was checking his equipment while sit
ting near the truck's tailgate. Over the 
tailgate went his bayonet! Great con
sternation followed, with the truck 
turning back for a search. No luck, 
however. The three corporals arrived 
in Toronto, joined with the band in 
playing a successful mess dinner, and 
then very late at night returned to 
C.F.B. Borden. However, the next 
morning was good news: a following 
truck has found the lost bayonet and it 
was returned to its owner. All three 

graduated from the J.L.C. Course in 
June; and then Cpls. Haire and Gauci 
took a two week Drum Major's Course 
at the School of Music at C.F.B. Bor
den in July. Again, both were success
ful. 

Spring found the Band and Bugles 
rehearsing diligently in preparation 
for a session in the recording studios. 
This event took place on June 1st at 
R.P.M. Productions studio in Missis
sauga. This was a five hour session on 
a very hot day (with the air condition
ing shut off for recording purposes). 
The first three hours were spent in 
seating and tuning the band, section 
by section, and then as a whole, and in 
microphone placement and testing. 
The actual recording took just two 
hours since most of the music was 
recorded satisfactorily on the first 
"take". It was an interesting and excit
ing experience for all concerned. 

The cassette tape is available from 
the Regimental Kit Shop in Moss 
Park Armoury, 130 Queen Street 
East at $11.00 per copy (tax includ
ed) . The programme is varied and 
includes concert marches, Broad
way show music, instrumental solos, 
music of the Big Band Era, and 
traditional combined Band and 
Bugle marches. 

During the summer the Band ap
peared at Ontario Place, City of Tor
onto parks, York University and the 
Canadian National Exhibition. It was 
while at the C.N.E. that the Band was 
extremely well received. At the end of 
one of our concerts the large audience 

gave us a standing ovation and de
manded two encores. 

Q.O.R. Regimental Band in Concert 
Dress - Scarborough Civic Centre -
November 1988. 

Our Brass Choir comprising of seven 
musicians on trumpet, horn, trom
bone, euphonium, and tuba, were 
busy playing charity concerts at shop
ping malls to assist the Salvation 
Army's Christmas fund raising during 
the pre-Christmas season. Their ef
forts helped raise several thousand 
dollars for the Salvation Army. They 
also appeared at the Children's Regi
mental Christmas party and at the Offi
cer's Christmas party, as well as at the 
Regimental Christmas Pinner. 

From 'rags to riches' 
L - R: Cpls Henry Gauci, Gerry Griggs & Fred Haire. L - R: Cpls Henry Gauci, Gerry Griggs & Fred Haire in Band's 

Concert Dress. · 
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Over all 1988 has been an exciting 
and challenging year for the Regimen
tal Band; and we look forward to an 
even more challenging and stimula
ting year in 1989. 

As the year came to a close we had 
one of the busiest week-ends ever. 
This occurred on November 5th and 
6th. On the Saturday we played at 
York University for the convocation; 
and then on Sunday morning paraded 
with the Regiment from Moss Park 
Armoury to St. Paul's church. After 
participating in the service we parad
ed, again with the Regiment, for the 
March Past and then as far as College 
Street on the return route to Moss 
Park Armoury. It was then that a rush 
took place to the T.T.C. subway in 
order to take place in the Metro Santa 
Claus Parade starting from Bloor 
Street West and Christie Street. Since 
the parade organizers knew we would 
be arriving late they had placed us 
near the end of the parade. This was 
indeed very helpful and we were just 
in time to move off with our assigned 
section. The T.V. coverage was very 
good, and excellent shots of the Band 
were seen and heard in the following 
broadcast. 

The picture showing the Band in 
concert dress was taken at a concert 
given at the Scarborough Civic Centre 
in late November. All the pictures 
used in this article were taken by Cpl. 
Bruce Leduc, to whom we give our 
thanks. 

The finale of the Band's year was in 
December when Christmas concerts 
were given at the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 344 (Q.O.R.), and at 
Sunnybrook Hospital. 

THE CASE OF 
RIFLEMAN CUTHBERT 

In 1895 a nineteen year old pay clerk 
in the offices of the Montreal Cotton 
Company in Valleyfield, Quebec, shot 
and killed two of his co-workers and 
wounded a third while attempting to 
steal the payroll. The clerk, Valentine 
Shortis of a wealthy Anglo-Irish fami
ly was saved from the hangman's noose 
by the intervention of Lady Aber
deen, the wife of the Governor Gener-
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al and many other notable figures . 

After forty-three years of continual 
confinement in prison, the longest that 
anyone in the history of the country at 
that time, Shortis was released, just in 
time to witness, along with one hun
dred thousand people at the Parlia
ment Buildings at Queen's Park and 
along University Avenue, the greatest 
military display in Toronto since the 
days of the Great War for the celebra
tions of the coronation of King George 
VI (May, 1937). Shortis, seeing the 
impressive parades, the unfurling of 
the royal standard, the twenty-one gun 
salute and the impressive volleys of 
rifle fire from The Queen's Own Rif
les, wished he could have been a parti
cipant rather than a spectator. 

Shortly after this event, Shortis' 
dream came true. On 14 June, 1937, 
using the name of Francis V. Cuthbert, 
he enlisted in B Company of The 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada at the 
age of sixty-two, but gave his age as 
forty. Many ofus who were around the 
regiment at that time will remember 
him for his regular attendance on pa
rade, his enthusiasm at Camp Niagara
on-the-Lake and his distinction as a 
member of the Guard of Honour for 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
on the occasion of their visit to Toron
to in May, 1939. The second in com
mand of his unit at the time Lieuten
ant Colonel W.T. Barnard today re
members him as 'somewhat eccent
ric'. 'Cuthbert stood out as the person 
who sang with the band whenever the 
National Anthem was played. He ap
peared to have plenty of money and 
offered rather expensive gifts, such as 
cigarette lighters to his peers and 
other members of the regiment'. He 
offered LCol. Barnard an expensive 
lighter, but he refused it. Neither Bar
nard nor others in the regiment knew 
Francis V. Cuthbert was Valentine 
Shortis. Cuthbert was at all times a 
gentleman and looked far more like 
the British Colonel of the distinguish
ed Indian Regiment rather than a rif
leman in The Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada. 

When the war broke out in Septem
ber, 1939, The Queen's Own Rifles 
were secretly placed in a brigade held 
for possible hostilities on the Pacific 
Coast. Shortis continued to drill with 
the men. From 1 April to 31 May, 1949, 
the regimental records show that he 

was paid for five days at $1.20 per day. 
On 5 June, however, the regiment was 
mobilized to go overseas as part of the 
3rd Canadian Division. 

Shortis had tried to enlist for active 
service but because of his age and 
physical condition he was refused and 
on 6 June he was honourably discharg
ed from the regiment. He then volun
teered for the Finnish army to help it 
in its struggle against the Soviet 
Union but it was all over before he 
could go. 

The reference to Cuthberts (alias 
Shortis), attempt to join the Finnish 
army is one that I can confirm. Colonel 
Fraser Hunter, a retired Indian army 
officer and a member of the Ontario 
Provincial Legislature took it upon 
himself to raise a force of Canadian 
volunteers for Finland. As The 
Queen's Own was yet to mobilize for 
active service, a few of us, including 
Cuthbert, paraded at night in the base
ment of the Union Station under the 
direction of 'The Legion of Frontiers
man' who paraded in RCMP type reg
alia with great panache. Fortunately, 
or unfortunately, the Finnish War end
ed just ten days before we were to sail 
and we were paid off with a ten dollar 
bill. It is also of interest to note that 
this saved us the embarassment of 
fighting our future Soviet allies with 
the help of our current German ene
mies. 

The Queen's Own Rifles did not
learn of his true identity until the 
Toronto newspapers caught up with 
the regiment in Sussex, New Bruns
wick, in April 1941 following his death 
in Toronto. We who knew him were 
both surprised and impressed and not 
likely to forget this very unusual man, 
for he was an unlikely rifleman in that 
he never took a drink and had actually 
killed two out of three people he shot 
at with a revolver. But, like many rifle
men, he was a fascinating character. 

LCOL.BARNETTJ.DANSON 

Footnote: 
Cuthbert's story is told by Profes

sor Martin Le. Friedland in his book 
'The Case of Valentine Shortis', pub
lished by the University of Toronto 
Press in 1986. This is a book worth 
reading. 

6th QUEEN 
ELIZABETHS' OWN 

GURKHA RIFLES 

Since March 1987 the Battalion has 
been based in Queen Elizabeth Bar
racks Church Crookham as part of 5 
Airborne Brigade. This brigade has 
its major role "Out of Area" opera
tions, which means all the interesting 
parts of the world except Germany. 
The many possible scenarios which 
could call for British intervention 
abroad mean that a very great deal of 
the Battalions time is spent on exer
cises either with the rest of the Bri
gade or on our own practising a specif
ic aspect of our role. We have so far 
been to Salisbury Plain (Twice), Otter
burn, Stanford and the wilds of Scot
land to say nothing of six months spent 
in Belize. Out Scottish sojourn was as 
the enemy for ex "Purple Warrior", 
the largest amphibious exercise since 
the second German war, and found us 
hidden in the forest of Glentrool in 
Galloway. As there were five days al
lowed for recce before friendly forces 
landed it was considered necessary to 
conduct a certain amount of liaison 
with the civilian population, mostly in 
the only pub in an eighteen mile radi
us. The locals were extremely friendly, 
if somewhat bemused by the presence 
of more troops seen there since the 
1745 rebellion, and all those of Mon
golian origin to boot. Eventually one 
of their number plucked up enough 
English to enquire whether it was true 
that the Battalion numbered pipers in 
its ranks, and if so whether they could 
be produced live on Saturday night. 
To present Gurkha pipers in Scotland 
is rather akin to going to Canada and 
offering to produce a scratch ice hock
ey team, however produce them we 
did. Celts had trekked in from forty 
miles away to hear and see them, 
enough whisky to refloat the General 
Belgrano was provided gratis and at 
0200 there was no sign of the pub clos
ing as yet another twentyfoursome reel 
weaved its way round the bar stools. 
All in all a good three weeks was had 
by all and rations were amply supple
mented by venison, grouse and the 
wine of the country. 

For the first time in ten years the 
Battalion was in the UK for Christ
mas, something very much enjoyed by 
the British Officers although our Gurk
has are not entirely convinced of the 

merits of mince pies over curry and 
rice and all seemed to have no diffi
culty in identifying the large figure in 
red robes and white beard with a con
versation restricted to "Yo ho ho" as 
the Quartermaster. 

In March command changed and 
we said farewell to LtCol John Ander
son and welcome back to Lt Col Dun
can Briggs. John and Louise were 
home grown sixth Gurkhas and John 
will be remembered for raising the 
Battalion's standards of operation 
readiness and tactical training to their 
present very high levels. He will also 
be remembered for having a main CP 
in which every single officer smoked, 
even if they had been lifelong abstain
ers before coming into Bn HQ! Dun
can and Ria are also home grown and 
it is good to know that tradition (Apart 
from the ingestion of nicotine) is in 
safe hands. 

Shortly after taking command Col 
Duncan took the Battalion to Belize 
on a six months operational tour 
whence we have just returned. The 
deployment for this tour was, sadly, 
the nearest we were able to get to 
Canada when some ofus staged through 
Gander. The author of this article, who 
has a Canadian mother, spent consid
erable time assuring his fellows that 
the prices of drinks in the airport bar 
are not typical of Canada as a whole! 

First aid in the jungle - Belizle 1988. 

On arrival in Belize we were plung
ed into a frenetic programme of jungle 
retraining and rehearsals of the de
ployment plan. While the situation in 
Belize is probably as quiet as it has 
been for a long time the inherent in
stability of Central America with its 
propensity for producing charismatic 
lunatics prepared to organise a coup 
and lead the unsuspecting population 
to death or glory any bank holidy week
end means that the garrison can never 
relax, for to do so would be to invite 
the very aggression that we are there 
to counter. Meanwhile those left out 
of battle had not been idle and the 
rear party were engaged in such jolly 
chores as guarding assorted shoplift
ers and wife bashers in Her Majesty's 
Prison Alma-Dettingen, while the pri
son officers assocation engaged in a 
go slow and the new prison building 
programme proceeded at the pace of 
a constipated snail. 

For the forthcoming Christmas and 
New Year period the Battalion will 
ensure that the national can sleep with
out fear of a Stuart restoration by as
suming the role of Public Duties bat
talion in London and Windsor. We 
have discharged these duties before 
and will enjoy them as much as we did 
then, if getting a little bored with an
swering tourists' queries as to why 
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went to Peshawar, Pakistan and made 
contact with several of the Afghan re
sistance factions. I secretly crossed 
the border twice. The first time was 
with the Hesbi-Islami, a right wing 
fundamentalist faction with strong ties 
to Iran. They remain the largest fac
tion in Afghanistan today. We trekked 
in from Quetta, Pakistan to a well for
tified camp near Kandahar, Afghanis
tan where I stayed for a week. 

The second time in was in the North
east with the Jamiat-i-Islami, a more 
moderate faction, but not so large or 
powerful as the Hes bi. My guide and I 
walked over the mountains from the 
frontier trading village of Gan Dap 
into the Kunar River Valley of Afghan
istan. I was inside for two weeks. Here 
there were several adventures from 
encountering wild boars and cobras, 
to escaping Russian paid informants, 
landmines and aircraft. The most dra
matic was the ambush of a small Sovi
et convoy which I witnessed. The epi
sode is well represented in the novel. 
(I wrote seven articles ofmy experien
ces for Canada Wide News which ap
peared with my photographs in sever
al North American papers). 

Both journeys, east and west, con
tributed to my knowledge of several 
Afghan tribes - customs, moral codes 
and behavious and methods of fight
ing, but in the short time I. was there, I 
developed a great affection for the 
people of the Push tun Mohmand tribe 
in the Eastern mountains who, in the 
midst of war, welcomed me into their 
homes. It is from them I draw most 
strongly the characters, mode of life 
and setting of'The Seventh Gate' - a 
novel that came out of that experi
ence. It is set during the Soviet with
drawal about a Western new crew that 
goes into Afghanistan to cover devel
opments. 

'Seventh Gate' is basically roman
tic fiction. It is an exotic epic adven
ture with some literary pretensions. I 
have tried to approach the depiction 
of the Afghans with some depth and 
understanding; their culture and val
ues; their poetry, religion and politics. 
In this way the book hopefully could 
compare to M.M. Kaye's 'The Far Pa
villions', but I have contrasted her his
torical setting with the ironic pres
ence of electronic multi-media. 

The book 'Seventh Gate' published 
by MacMillan of Canada is now on 
sale at most leading book stores. 
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ROYAL WINNIPEG 
RIFLES 

It has been a very busy year for the 
Little Black Devils, and this momen
tum is expected to continue into the 
foreseeable future. 

Last summer over forty members of 
the Rifles went on a number of dif
ferent training courses from basic 
training to trade qualification three, 
trade qualification four and advanced 
trade training infantry courses. 

Shortly after the completion of 
their secondary trade training ma
chine-gun course at Militia Training 
Center Dundurn - Rifleman Cos
tain, Rifleman Alstadt and Corporal 
Hunter took part in a fifty-two day 
call-out to West Germany. They were 
three of almost twenty soldiers who 
were sent to Germany from Prairie 
Militia Area. 

These soldiers received extensive 
training on armour personnel carriers, 
and operation of the new family of 
weapons. In addition, the three Ri
flemen who had their machine-gun 
course received 'hands on' experience 
with the machine-guns, mounted 
and dismounted. 

There have also been a number of 
social events within the Regiment 
during 1988 including the celebration 
of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles one hun
dred and fifth birthday, and the 
change of command parade on No
vember twelfth. Lieutenant Colonel 
B.F. Waters handed the reigns of com
mand over to Lieutenant Colonel 
W.D. Kuebler. 

The future looks bright for this 
springs training with preparations for 
our defensive role in Milcon 1989 be
ing conducted. The new soldiers ap
pear eager to continue their training 
in the infantry trade, and courses are 
expected to be full again this 
summer! 

The Royal Winnipeg Rifles send 
their congratulations to the staff of 
"The Rifleman" on their tenth anni
versary and best wishes to Riflemen 
everywhere. 

W.D. KEUBLER 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Rifleman Alstadt firing the fifty calibre heavy machine-gun at Militia Training Center 
Dundurn last summer. 

THE REGIMENTAL 
MUSEUM 

THE PASSING SCENE: 
An expanded war diary of the 124th 

Bn. is being prepared by Col. Paul 
Hughes (Calgary). It contains details 
of the award of the Military Medal to 
the late Dunc Green, a former RSM. 

The Garden Club of Toronto has 
taken over the landscaping of Casa 
Loma. Five mess jackets, circa 1910, 
were lent to the club for a fund rais
ing project. 

The Trinity College School Rifles is 
now affiliated with the Q.O.R. of C. A 
lack of interest in the student body re
sulted in a stand down for the U.C.C . 
Rifles, 31 December, 1987. 

A partially fitted German medical 
case was picked up by the late Briga
dier Malone during the Italian cam
paign. It was given to the museum by 
Mrs. Malone. In turn it was presented 
to the History of Medicine Museum. 

ACCESSIONS: 
The Q.O.R. of C. (Toronto) Asso

ciation presented a framed portrait of 
our late padre, The Venerable Arch
deacon J.A. Clough, as well as a plaque 
commemorating one hundred and fifty 
years combined services of three bug
lers; MWO J.H. Doeg; W.O. F.J. O'Hal
loran and St. Max Greer. 

Major D.R. Sproule, Vancouver -a 
large collection of newspaper clip
pings in regard to his two uncles killed 
in WWl with the $d Bn. He also gave 
the Museum a WWl leather belt and 
wedge cap. 

Wm. Ashby (through Tom Little
face) - free admission ticket to Madam 
Tussauds Waxwork Museum, Eng
land, given to the Queen's Own Rifles 
of Canada in 1910. 

Rfn. George Venebles WWl (through 
LCol. C.J. Doerkson) - a complete 
set of coloured Q.O.R. cards issued 
1910, England. 

G.M. Henderson - a group photo 
of W.H. Van de Smissen wearing his 
Fenian Raid 1866 medal; his son, W.H. 
Victor Van der Smissen; his brother 
Douglas H.C. Mason and three youn
ger relations all in Queen's Own uni
form. 

Capt. Erik Simundson (through 
Peter Simundson)-:-- a number of jour
nals; the 1940 daily log of the Intelli
gence Section, Q.O.R. 

Stephen Harris - Stephen, for his 
M.D. thesis wrote a book 'Canadian 
Brass'. Hisfather, Capt. J.P. Harris 
presented the curator with a copy. 
Stephen, for a short time a bandsman 
in the Q.O.R., is now on the Director
ate of History, N.D.H.Q. 

The museum, after 19 years of sta
ble direction under Lt. Col. Bill Bar
nard, had a change of Curator to Peter 
Simundson on Feb. 12, 1989. for some 
years the Kiwanis has been pressur
ing the Trust Fund (who is responsi
ble for the operation of the Museum) 
to co-operate in a major overhaul of 
the displays and premises. In order to 
secure our premises for a further 10 
years a firm commitment in this direc
tion was made and is moving forward 
slowly but surely. 

Briefly, over the past year progress 
is as follows -

1. The West round room was aban
doned to the Kiwanis for a Swiss dis
play. The room was completely emp
tied and signed over. In turn the Mu
seum secured a new office area which 
will be occupied on April 15th. Our 
current workshop will then be renova
ted and turned into a WWl display 
area. 

2. The Diorama room was completely 
cleaned out and, after some confu
sion, was completely repainted and 
the woodwork refinished. Minor work 
is still necessary, but the room is 90% 
completed and has five new show
cases (courtesy of the Trust Fund) 
installed and waiting for artifacts. 

3. The hallway was a refurbishing pro
ject it was hoped could be put off for a 
year. The Kiwanis had other ideas so 
we now engaged in a major repaint 
and rebuild in this area. For the curi
ous the hallway measures 165 ft long 
and 8 ft high. When it is completed, 
perhaps in late March probably 60% 
of the pictures that were on the walls 
before will be reinstalled. To make 
things even more fun, all hangers and 
brackets were removed and plastered 
over so all these fittings must be re
placed. The hallway area must be put 
on the front burner, since this is the 
first thing the tourists encounter on 
the third floor. This work may delay 
opening of the WWII room. 

Presently one would not be impress
ed with the Museum displays or pre
mises. But omelets are not made with-

out breaking a few eggs. No further 
retreating will be made. A concerted 
effort will be made to complete the 
hallway and the new display area. 

The WWII room would welcome 
additional items for display. Anything 
in the way of equipment, artifacts, 
books or paraphenalia of the period 
would be acceptable. We particular
ly need: 
- a Mk II Sten Gun. (This item will 
be deactivated) 
- a No. 4 Long Branch .303 
- an original 3rd Div. helmet & boots 
- WWII manuals 
- a .38 Enfield pistol (which will be 
deactivated) 

I would also like to have the Piat 
Gun returned, which, runour has it, 
rests in a Mess in the Armouries. This 
item never should have left the 
Museum. 

Future projects include a room ded
icated to the period covering the found
ing of the Regiment, up to the South 
African War. Then a room will be es
tablished illustrating the massive com
mitment of the Regiment to the First 
War. These are both 1991 efforts. 

Over two years ago the Sgts. Mess 
lockups in the Armouries were clean
ed out. Among the items recovered 
were a quantity of black leatherette 
binders containing the records of all 
OR's who joined the unit in WWII. 
These were never turned over to the 
Museum and have since gone missing. 
This material, when recovered, will be 
invaluable to the Archives. (I am at a 
loss to understand why anyone else 
would keep it.) Whoever had "saved 
these from oblivion" please return 
them. 

In closing, may I remind all mem -
hers of the Regimental Family that 
the Museum exists to keep alive the 
history, and display artifacts repre
senting exploits of members of the 
Queen's Own Rifles from formation to 
the present day. Offers of assistance 
either from serving or retired mem
bers have not been easily obtained. I 
have committed myself to a five year 
term (at no charge) to drag the Muse
um kicking and screaming into the 
1990's. Your help would make this 
task easier. 

Peter Simundson, CD 
Curator 
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NEWEST QOR CADET 
CORPS 

The QOR's newest cadet corps is 
flourishing at Trinity College School, 
a private boys' school in Port Hope, 
Ontario. The "Black Bears" of Trinity 
are a high-spirited unit, and they're 
proud to wear the cap badge of the 
QOR. 
AN HISTORIC CORPS 

Trinity College School, founded in 
1865, is one of Canada's oldest and 
finest private schools. A year after its 
founding, a military drill team was es
tablished which later became 96 Army 
Cadet Corps, affiliated with No. 110 
"City of Toronto" Squadron, RCAF 
which distinguished itself in North
west Europe as a fighter-reconnais
sance unit. In 1972, however, the 
Cadet Corps was disbanded. 

In 1987, a group of students led by 
Chris Brown approached Headmas
ter Rodger Wright about re-establish
ing a cadet corps. Mr. Wright agreed, 
but was faced with the need to find 
both a Directing Staff and a Canadian 
Forces affiliate. 

Having been a teacher at Upper 
Canada College, Mr. Wright knew Cap
tain John Stephens, former Command
ing Officer of the Upper Canada Col
lege Rifles. Captain Stephens was re
cruited. He, in turn, recruited UCCR's 
former Training Officer, Civilian In
structor Jim Lutz, to join TCS as Train
ing Officer. Mr. Wright's own secre
tary, Mrs. Eileen Skillen, an experienc
ed camper and canoeist, signed on as 
a CIL officer and Administration Offi
cer. Later these three were joined by 
Philip Benson, former Colour Ser
geant of the UCCR, as a Civilian In
structor. 

Captain Stephens brought the op
portunity of the TCS affiliation to Col
onel Rayment, who immediately fa
voured it and secured the approval of 
the Senate. 

The Corps was mustered in by Cap
tain Stephens and Cadet Captain 
Brown at the end of 1987, and on 3 
March 1988 it was officially re-formed 
as 96 RCAC Corps, bearing its origi
nal number from the 19th century. 
The Corps adopted the title "TRIN
ITY COLLEGE SCHOOL RIFLES", 
and the cadets are known as the 
"BLACK BEARS" - black is for their 
Rifle designation and "Bears" is a 
TCS team name. 
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The Black Bears of Trinity. 

LCol. Rayment presents QOR flag to Headmaster Rodger Wright. 

The Corp's motto is "FOLLOW 
ME", symbolizing its primary objec
tive of developing leaders among the 
students. 

Since being re-formed, the Corps' 
activities have included the following 
highlights: 

- Participation in the QOR Regimen
tal Birthday Parade in April 1988 as its 
first off-campus appearance; 

- Two Annual Inspections and Mess 
Dinners, attended by Colonel Ray
ment and Colonel John Strathy, for
mer QOR CO and a TCS Old Boy. At 
the first Inspection, Colonel Rayment 
presented a sword on behalf of the 
QOR to be carried by the Cadet CO. 

At the second Inspection, the Colonel 
presented the school with a QOR 
flag. 
- Eight field exercises to date - field 
operations are a Corps training prior
ity, and these exercises are definitely 
the cadets' favourite activity. 
- First place in the Eastern Ontario 
Cadet Biathlon team competition, with 
Corporal Austin Dumas taking first 
place individually. 
- A presentation by Captain Marcel 
Gagnier on the Berlin garrison and the 
Allied forces in Europe. 
- Parading with the QOR on Remem
brance Day 1988. 
- tours of the QOR weapons armoury 
at Moss Park and the Regimental Mu
seum at Casa Loma. 

BOOK REVIEW 
THE DISARMING 

OFCANADA 
By Major John Hasek 

This book, published by Key Porter 
Books, needed to be written and John 
Hasek is well qualified to write it with 
a background of being born in Czech
oslovakia and knowing the year of 
death camps and the danger of bomb
ing in WW II, starting Canadian Mili
tary Service in the Militia in the 1950's 
and ending it the same way in the 
1980's with about 25 years of regular 
army servicein between, ranging from 
infantry and airborne commands to 
staff appointments, including the Di
rectorate of Strategic Policy Planning 
with two chief areas of responsibility 
- terrorism and the Soviet Union and 
its allies. Add to this tours of duty in 
Ghana, Vietnam, Cyprus and the Uni
ted States, graduation from the Cana
dian Army Staff College and an ad
vanced degree in psychology and it 
will be apparent that what he has writ
ten needs to be read. 

Not every reader will necessarily 
agree with all the views he has express
ed, his analysis of them or his propo
sals for change, but at the least, few 
readers will not stop and ponder and 
maybe ask some pertinent questions. 

Hasek introduces a brief overview 
of the history of armed conflict and 
shows how military methods and func
tions have changed, leading to the ef
fects of possible nuclear war on the 
U.S.S.R. and its allies and the United 
States and its allies, noting the "Like 
it or not, Canada, is a combatant in 
this global conflict, however ineffect
ive her forces might be". Hasek asks 
will Canada be able to exert any inf
luence on the future of current dis
armament negotiations; where do our 
interests fit into the broad strategic 
picture of the West; how crucial to the 
alliance is Canada's full participation 
in it; and states we cannot become a 
full partner in the Western alliance 
unless we are capable of defending 
our own territory from conventional 
attack. Canada, he points out, militar
ily suffers badly in the past and con
tinues to do so. To prove his point he 
chronicles Canadian military situa
tions from the Battle of Ridgeway in 
1866 through to the present and shows 
that in war, while the Canadian mili
tary has gained magnificent reputa-

tions, they also suffered unnecessar
ily, seeminly learning little or nothing 
from one conflict to the next. He also 
lists the increasingly wrong decisions 
made since the end of the Korean con
flict and shows the effects of the now 
predominance of Civil Servants in mili
tary matters to the extent that 'all 
military policies are now in whole or in 
part prescribed by civil servants and 
one can expect the Canadian Forces 
to take on the coloration of a civil ser
vice, at least until it comes to the shoot
ing and suffering'. Hasek made his 
views known and suffered accordingly. 

Hasek's premise is that Canada's 
basic strategic interests are two-fold. 
We must be able to maintain our so
vereignty and we must be able to pro
ject our power in the event that de
mocracy (and by extension Canada) is 
threatened. Should we choose the 
option of official neutrality it would be 
no less necessary to be able to defend 
our borders from conventional attack 
than to protect our society from inter
nal insurrection. Whatever option we 
choose, we must have an army ade
quate to exercise it. 

In expanding on the neutrality op
tion, he provides comparisons be
tween Canada, Finland (most favour
ed model) and Switzerland. Canada 
has a total of0.14 percent in its regular 
and reserve forces and spends 2.0 per 
cent of GDP on the defence budget 
and Switzerland has almost 10 per
cent of its population in armed com
bat formations on 48 hours notice. 
Hasek states that unless we are pre
pared to match this the alternate is an 
alliance and this is what he advo
cates. 

Hasek notes that while the 1987 
White Paper, the government com
mitted itself to a total force concept it 
did not make concrete recommenda
tions necessary to its fulfillment. He 
believes its great weakness was in its 
translation of a new national will into 
actual strategies and ignoring the fun
damental principle that people must 
take priority over equipment. Never
theless, within the body of the paper 
he can see germs of the true needs of 
Canadian defence. It is these hints 
which must be developed, he conti
nues, not only the more obvious and 
costly recommendations for more ma
terial. Based on his background and 
experience he makes significant pro
posals as to how this can be achieved 

by being able to mobilize between 
regular and reserve personnel ap
proximately 0.2 per cent of the popu
lation (close to the average of our 
NATO allies, about half the percen
tage of the mobilizabe strength of the 
Warsaw Pact Nations and less than 
one fifth of the mobilizable strength of 
non-allied or neutral nations such as 
Finland, Yugoslavia, Switzerland or 
Austria) as opposed to the current 0.4 
percent. Hasek contrasts this with the 
almost 10 percent of Canada's 1939 
population who were mobilized for 
WWII. 

As Hasek points out, to exclude sol
diers from the political process of 
planning for the resolution of possible 
conflict and then expect them to pro
vide a suitable defence against attack 
is foolish and dangerous. We push for 
peace and disarmament while neglect
ing to study war and conflict. This 
limits our ability to defend ourselves 
and increases our insecurity. Whether 
this will come to pass, only time will 
tell, but John Hasek by fully analyzing 
the whole Canadian military situation 
and how it fits into the world scene, 
while laying out what must be done if 
we are to take our full place in that 
world, has pointed the way. 

MAJOR KEN BOWLES 

(Copies of The Disarming of Canada 
by Major John Hasek can be obtained 
from RHQ - (416) 362-3946 - at a 
special cost of $20.00) . 

THE SEVENTH GATE 
by Keith LecKe 

I joined the Queen's Own in 1978 
because I'd heard it was the best unit 
in Toronto. I wasn't diappointed on 
either count. The two years I spent in 
the Queen's Own taught me a great 
deal about weapons and tactics. I was 
also present for an official visit of our 
Colonel-in-Chief, HRH Princess Alex
andra and served as pallbearer after 
the sudden death of our Commanding 
Officer, Lt. Col. W. Wilson. 

Near the beginning of my second 
year in the regiment, I took a leave of 
absence to travel to Afghanistan and 
report on the recent Soviet Invasion 
for Canada Wide News Syndicate. I 

PAGE 33 



Also, one Rockey Merit, who paid a 
visit to this .area in the Fall, had open 
heart surgery and I am pleased to an
nounce that he is back to his old self 
and enjoying the sun down south. 

Presentation of the Association paint
ing to RSM Richie and PMC Woodley 
of the Sgts. Mess by J. Creswell. 

The 129th Annual Birthday Din
ner/Dance took place at the Sergeants 
Mess. During the evening, a presenta
tion was made to RSM Richie, on be
half of the Association, of a painting 
depicting a Rifleman, as illustrated on 
the cover of our 1987 Journal. It now 
hangs in the Sergeants Mess and 
looks very imposing. 

One cannot overlook the celebra
tion of the 75th Anniversary of the 
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light In
fantry. It truly was a magnificent and 
impressive show. Needless to say, 
many old comrades came out of the 
woodwork, far too numerous to men
tion, but it was great to see them. 

In closing, to one and all, a belated 
happy 1990. 

John Friegt, Currie Barracks 11 Nov. '88. 
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PROFILE 

On this occasion one John Hearn, 
born in the northern town of New Lis
keard, Ont. Following his childhood 
year John joined the R.H.L.I. in Sep
tember 1943, subsequently proceding 
to the U.K. in preparation for the push 
into Europe. He undertook this task 
some three weeks following "D" Day, 
for a time he was in good company of 
one Jim Bulmer, I say for a time be
cause as documented Jim was taken 
prisoner, John states he was able to 
run somewhat faster than Jim. Not 
quite the case but we'll leave the 
story there. 

Following the war, John undertook 
employment with a mining company 
in northern Ontario. During that pe
riod, 1946 he married his wife Verna. 
In 1948 he enlisted in that other Eng
lish speaking Regiment. In 1951 he 
saw the light and transferred to the 
Rifle Regiment of the 27th Brg. and 
proceeded with many of us to Ger
many where he once again met up with 
Jim Bulmer. 

During the following years John 
served as an instructor at the R.C.S. 
ofl. also with the Depot and the Regi
ment in Calgary. It should be men
tioned that John and Verna had seven, 
yes seven, children (now we know why 
he went home at noon). On the serious 
side John and Verna were a devoted 
couple and super parents, the proof 
being that all children have done very 
well. Not satisfied with that number, 

they undertook the adoption of son, 
Donny, who has developed into quite 
a hockey player, progressing to dou
ble "A" bantom majors. It goes with
out saying that John and Verna spent 
many early hours at arenas and 
traveling. 

In 1975 John had open heart sur
gery, and went through a difficult 
time. He has recovered fully and en
joys good health in conducting his 
small courier business, an entrep
reneur no less. 

In closing I think it is fair to say that 
we all know John as a pleasant and 
humanitarian person, always willing 
to assist others, he has not changed 
his principles. Much credit goes to 
Verna (who passed away in 1986) as 
well as John for such outstanding 
parents. 

To you John, continued good luck 
and good health. 

Memory really failing, should men
tion that Bob and Gretta Foster vi
sited Calgary during the summer, 
staying with the Barretts. 

Please remember Rifleman, that 
our Regimental dinner/ dance is held 
the Saturday that falls closest to the 
26th of April each year. This is the 
opportunity to meet old friends on 
this very special occasion. 

In conclusion may I thank the com
mittee for their assistance, in par
ticular Clay and Louise Hodder who 
do such a magnificent job. To you all 
good health. 

John Cresswell 

:...A. 

L - R Top: S. Brecker, G. Hryoryshen, J. Cresswell, C. Belzile , 
J. Bellis. Front: F. Pearce, K. Barrett, C. McCarger. 

-Attendance by Cadet Sergeant Jesse 
Jones at Arctic Summer Indoctrina
tion camp and by Cadet Sergeant 
Geoff Reeves at Cadet Leadership 
and Challenge camp at Banff. 

Recently the Corps instituted as in
novative organizational structure. In
stead of A, B and C sections, the Corps 
is divided into three functional teams 
- Reece Team under Cadet Corporal 
Roger Near, Infantry Team under 
Cadet Corporal Austin Dumas, and 
Engineer Team under Cadet Corpo
ral Ed Stewart. Each team specializes 
in certain appropriate skills, and de
velops a unique esprit de corps based 
upon its identity. Specialized training 
is provided to each team, with Lieute
nant Arthur McLean, 2FE training 
the Engineering Team. 

Now approaching their second an
niversary, the Black Bears are well on 
their way to becoming a first-class 
corps. The cadets, under Cadet Lieu
tenant Bill Davidson, are very proud 
of their Rifles affiliation, and they 
appreciate the tremendous support 
they've received from Colonel Ray
ment and the Queen's Own Rifles. 

NEW COLOURS 
DEDICATED AT 
UPPER CANADA 

COLLEGE 
Upper Canada College dedicated 

its new set of colours on October 14, 
1989. It was the first time in many 
years that the College's historic col
ours were paraded, and the Queen's 
Own Rifles helped make it a very spe
cial occasion. 
HISTORIC COLOURS PART OF 
QORHISTORY 

An Upper Canada College Rifle 
Company was formed in 1860 as a vol
unteer 11th company attached to the 
2nd Battalion, QOR. In 1866, it was 
called to active service along with the 
QO R to protect Canada from Fenians, 
Irish nationalists raiding Canada from 
the U.S. While the Queen's Own mar
ched to Ridgeway to defeat the Fen
ians in battle, the UCC Rifle Com
pany guarded the port, armouries and 
government buildings of Toronto. The 
UCC colours and drums carry the bat
tle honour "FENIAN RAID 1865-66", 
making UCC one of only four schools 
in the world with a battle honour. Indi
vidual boys also received the Fenian 
Raid Medal for their service. 

In 1886, the UCC Rifles formally 
became a Cadet Corps, bearing the 
number "17". The Corps remained 
active until 1987, when it disbanded 
because of lack of support within the 
College. 

UCC sent thousands of boys to serve 
in Canada's wars. Many served in the 
QOR, including Brigadier General 
Neil Gordon. The highest-ranking grad
uate was General Harry Crerar, com
mander of the Canadian Army in Eur
ope in 1944-45. UCC also boasts two 
Victoria Cross winners, one from the 
"Charge of the Light Brigade" in the 
Crimean War, and the other from the 
Boer War. 

PRESERVING THE HERITAGE 
OF THE COLOURS 

Late in 1987, a new Principal was 
appointed - Eric Barton, an Old Boy. 
While recognizing the Cadet Corps' 
problems, he was concerned that the 
College not lose a sense of its unique 
history with the disbanding of the 
Corps. To make matters difficult, how
ever, the actual colours had disap
peared several years earlier. 

In order to preserve the unique her
itage of the colours, Principal Barton 
asked two people to help - Jim Lutz, 
last Training Officer of the UCC Rif
les, and Chris Carnegie, an Old Boy 
and former Cadet, now studying at 
Trinity College, University of Toronto. 
Jim and Chris, with the help of many 
Old Boys and Colonel Rayment, ob
tained new colours and organized the 
dedication ceremony which so impress-

ed the large crowd who attended it 
last October. 
FANFARES AND COLOURS 

The dedication ceremony was held 
on the front steps of UCC below the 
clock on Association Day, an annual 
occasion for parents, Old Boys and 
students to gather for games and acti
vities. The QOR Band and Buglers 
led the way up the road to the front 
steps, while the Pioneers and Skir
mishers under Captain Erik Simund
son served as a colour party for the 
new College colour, the Union Jack 
and the National Flag. 

Colonel Rayment and General Gor
don assisted in the ceremony, while 
The Hon. William Howland, Chief Jus
tice of Ontario, presented the colours 
to Principal Barton, the Board of Gov
ernors and Head Steward Jim Faw
cett. (Subsequently, Jim Fawcett laid 
a wreath from the College at the Ceno
taph during the QOR Remembrance 
Day parade in November.) 

The ceremony truly impressed all 
who attended. Principal Barton and 
the organizers of the event greatly ap
preciate the splendid job done by Col
onel Rayment, Captain Simundson 
and the members of the QOR. The 
College expressed its gratitude by pro
viding the port for the Annual Mess 
Dinner in November. 

The military history of Upper Can
ada College is very much a part of the 
history of the QOR, and all Riflemen 
should be proud that this unique part 
of the Regiment's history is being 
preserved. 
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Captain Simundson and Skirmishers 
present colours. 
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junction with PPCLI 75th Anniversary 
activities at Currie Barracks. We were 
somehwat startled to be greeted at 
the door by Jack Lake, Hank Elliot 
and Ed Rayment who had all flown in 
from Toronto for the Gala! Attendees 
included the Albrechts, Ashtons, Brick
ers, Costeloes, Cowlings, John Doerk
sen, Gentles', Luxfords, Lew MacKen
zie, Mascaras, Ken McLeod & lady, 
Cliff McPherson, Parks, Pitts', Re
hills, Ridleys, Sales', Hazel Schmitz 
Bobby & Wendy, Sharpes, Taylors, 
Westfalls, Whitehorns, Harry Williams
Freeman and special guest Mr Owen 
Gardiner of PPCLI fame! Needless to 
say, it was an evening to be long 
remembered, and a sincere thank you 
is extended to all the Calgary gang 
who had a hand in organizing the 
Bash! Also, a very special thank you to 
Robbie Albrecht - the Head Honcho! 

In closing, I again wish to extend 
sincere congratulations to the hard 
working editorial staff, for the contin
uing excellence of their first rate 
annual Regimental Journal! Well done 
to all concerned! 

Ev joins me in sending our very 
warm regards to all Skirmishers and 
your families, wherever you may be ; 
and a reminder that you are always 
welcome to drop in to the Shrine for a 
cool one! And don't forget: 

ONCE IN THE QUEEN'S OWN -
ALWAYS IN THE QUEEN'S OWN!! 

CALGARY BRANCH 
-1988/89 

The past year has, I believe been a 
most successful one for the Calgary 
Branch with an increase of 15 new 
members, which brings the Associa
tion membership in excess of 200. 

The Birthday reunion dinner/ dance 
proved to be one of the most gratify
ing to date, with almost 200 members 
and guests attending. Special appre
ciation is extended to the out of town 
visitors; Mr. & Mrs. E . Bailey, Onta
rio, Mr. & Mrs. A. Haskins, Edmon
ton, Mr. & Mrs. E. Boner, B.C., Mr. & 
Mrs. Fletcher, Ontario, Mr. & Mrs. B. 
Cleveland, Wainwright, (remember 
that place), Mr. R. Wilson, B.C., Mr. & 
Mrs. C. Duncan, Whitecourt, Mr. S . 
Churnish, P. Cobbey, and H. Lloy, 
Victoria. I do apologize for not men
tioning you all by your christian 

names, some I do remember, some I 
cannot, so rather than mention those I 
do, I decided to be formal in all instan
ces. Nevertheless it was good to see 
you all. During the evening it was 
brought to my attention that a num
ber of comrades were celebrating 
their birthdays, Jim Stoley (sled dog) 
Doug McCargar and Harry Lloy, (no 
ages disclosed). The toast to absent 
friends and the Regiment was pro
posed by Duke Bellis. 

A sad note at this time with the 
death of Tim Reid who was killed 
when his car was struck by a train at a 
rail crossing when on his way to see his 
Doctor mid morning of January 1988. 
Numerous friends attended the fu
neral service held in Chilliwack, in
cluding John Friedt, Ken & June 
Barrett and myself, also many com
rades from the surrounding area and 
Victoria. Tim, as we all know, was a 
kindly, pleasant person with an extro
verted nature, who loved life and 
adored his family. He was respected 
and held in the highest esteem by all 
who were fortunate to know him. His 
enthusiasm knew no bounds. His sud
den demise is indeed sad, for I feel, as 
we all do, that he had a great deal to 
offer in his many remaining years, 
which can only leave us the poorer. 
Our sincere condolences go to his 
children Jody, Darryl and his wife 
Sylvia. He will be sadly missed. 

On a lighter side the Annual Bar B
Q held in September, although not 
attended by quite as many as the 
Regimental Birthday, was neverthe
less a pleasant evening, in particular 
with the surprise visit of Reg and 
Agnes Thomas who were in town from 
Aylmer, Ontario. The kit shop proved 
very popular with brisk sales, thanks 
in no short measure to Al Tate. 

During the spring, Donnie and I 
paid a visit to B.C.; on our way 
through had a nice visit with Barb and 
Keath McCarthy. In the summer I 
visited with Jim and Marsha Bulmer, 
Jim as usual was in high spirits, he is 
now the proud owner of a three wheel 
mobile unit and can be seen touring 
the Hamilton area. It shall not be men
tioned that one Marsha conducted a 
test drive in the apartment with the 
result of a slightly damaged dining 
room table. Further to the visit, Frank 
Pearce accompanied me with the 
culmination of a very nice weekend 
with Frank and his wife. 

The Remembrance Day service 
held at Currie Barracks was represen
ted by Duke Bellis on behalf of W.W. 
II Veterans and John Fried represent
ing all veterans. On behalf of the 
Queen's Own Association a wreath 
was laid at the City Cenotaph by Al 
Tate. 

It is quite surprising to see so many 
ex Q.O.R. of C. still serving in the 
Calgary area, to mention a few; 
M.W.O. Eric Bailey, M.W.O. Bill 
Brown, M.W.O. Bill Spring, W.O. 
Arnie Battram, Sgt. Jerry Bohnet, 
Cpt. Walter Morgan and Cpt. Hunter. 
I should note here that Bill Spring has 
just completed a tour as P.M.C. and 
proved most helpful to the Associa
tion, Bill Brown is the curent P.M.C. 
and pledges his co-operation and sup
port. Thank you both on behalf of 
the Association. 

A BRIEF UPDATE 
FOR 1989 

The Association is strong and heal
thy and looking forward to the 130th 
Regimental Birthday celebrations to 
be held in the Sergeants Mess, Currie 
Barracks on 21 April, 1990. 

Friends and former comrades will 
be saddened to learn of the passing of 
Dan Osborne and Al Tate last year. 
Dan, we remember from the old days 
as the 2IC and CO, was quite a charac
ter; a gentleman in act and deed, ever 
ready to discuss many subjects with 
all ranks, particularly in the field of 
sports. 

I feel I must make my own obser
vations regarding the sudden death of 
AL He was an old friend of mine whom 
I served with for many years. His plea
sant and extrovert nature, his kind
ness and self control was exemplary. I 
never knew him to lose his temper or 
even raise his voice. He had a sly sense 
of humour and always displayed in
terest and concern for his comrades. 
Al was, in short, an example for us all 
and I for one am deeply indebted to 
him for his friendship. 

Also with sadness, I learned of the 
death of Dan Staul, but at this time I 
do not possess any details. 

To the families, the Association ex
tends its deepest sympathy. 

On the sick list for a few weeks -
Bob Foster with a small heart problem 
- pleased to say he has recovered. 
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Also,Iamattemptingagain, to have 
a commemorative postage stamp 
struck, on the occasion of the Regi
ment's 130th anniversary. (Unsuc
cessful attempts were initiated for the 
110th and 125th). 

The Mountain Clan are all well, and 
for the first time in three years, are all 
back in Canada! Linda is back from 
her European odyssey, and is back 
cooking at the Prow Restaurant at 
Canada Place in Vancouver. Sandra, 
Brian & tribe visited us in Aug on their 
return from Germany, and enroute to 
their new posting at NRHQ in Yellow
knife, NWT! We are looking forward 
to visiting them (in the summer), as it 
will be our first visit to that part of the 
country. They are coming down for 
Christmas so it promises to be a lively 
one (our first with all five grandchil
dren together!) 

As 1988 draws to a close, I am re
minded that it is a significant year in 
the annals of our Regimental History. 
It was 20 years ago that saw the de
mise of our Second Battalion on 15 Jul 
68; and the Regimental Depot on 02 
Dec 68. To mark this occasion, I 
thought it might be interesting to list 
the officers on strength of those Units 
on those dates, and see where they are 
now. Space permitting, the list is shown 
at the end of my article. 

Visitors to the Shrine during 1989 
have included such notables as Mari
anne Pitts, Nick & Annette Pope, Dor
othy MacLean, Wally & Myrna Ratz, 
Ted & Faye Ball, Dick & Helga Dendy, 
Ron & Joyce Barker, Bob Whelan, 
Lew & Dora MacKenzie, Ralph, Marge 
& Murray Ridley, Lloyd & Eleanor 
Cornett, Ken & Carmen Diebel, Rob
bie (Mk III) & Brenda Robinson, Jane 
Kirby, and George & Shirley Skelly 
(ex PPCLI) who we served with in 
Winnipeg in mid 50s. It was also nice 
to see Derek & Mitow Bamford with 
Dominique during a recent visit from 
Europe, to check out some real estate 
in Victoria! 
Phone calls during the year have in
cluded Dave Stones from Victoria; 
Harry Williams-Freeman from Salt 
Spring Island; Paul Hughes and Dave 
Luxford from Calgary; and of course 
our annual call from Al Collingwood! 

Recent promotions include LGen 
Kent Foster (Honorary Rifleman) to 
Comd Mobile Command; and Col Don 
Ethell who continues with UN peace
keeping duties. Only moves I am aware 
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of are Thelma Gordon back to Ottawa; 
Phyllis Osborne to Markham, Ont; 
John & Joan Sharpe to Ottawa; Mike 
& Faye Lawless to Vernon, (with Mike 
on a callout to Suffield, Alta); Harry 
Williams - Freeman to Salt Spring 
Island, BC; and Richard & Jinny Tal
bot from Bermuda to Etobicoke, Ont 
(now is that a culture shock or what)? 

I regret having to report the follow
ing losses: 
A pr - Dan Os borne of lung infection in 
Calgary, Alta. 
May - Doreen Whelan of cancer in 
Victoria, BC. 
Jul - Dan Pitts (youngest son of Mari
anne & Herb) in a farm accident. 
Jul - Ron Barker of a heart attack in 
White Rock, BC. 
Oct - Yvonne Duncan of cancer in 
Edmonton, Alta. 

On behalf of the Regiment, I extend 
sincere condolences to all their famil
ies. 

As most of you are probably aware, 
Bob Munson had a heart attack while 
driving in Jun 88, had a rather serious 
accident and was in a semi-coma for 
many months. He is currently residing 
at the Bethany Care Centre, 916 - 18A 

2 QOR of C - 15 Jul 68 
LCol NA Robinson, CD 

Maj PA Roy, CD 
Maj RE Werry, CD 
Maj P Zmean, CD 
Capt RJ Bush (RC Sigs) 
Capt ML Catton 
Capt JA English 
Capt K Hickford, CD (RCAPC) 
Capt RP Honig 
Capt JEP Lalonde 
Capt W Ligget 
Capt WH Minnis 

Lt LW J Bailey 
Lt DE Chaplin (RC Sigs) 
Lt WA Dehnke 
Lt GW Hargrove (RCDC) 
Lt DA Hill 
Lt GO Manning 
Lt ELG Markell 
Lt RJ Taylor 
Lt FW Thornton 
Lt GM Whiting 

St NW, Calgary,Alta T2N 1C6.Acard 
from some of his old buddies, might 
help to rekindle a spark in his mem
ory. Let's give it a try! 

The Mountain clan are all well, and 
has just been increased by one! Kelly 
& Guy presented us with our sixth 
grandchild on Thu 14 Dec 89, his name 
is Jonathan William and is as cute as 
all his cousins! Linda announced her 
engagement to Ron Wouts in Jul and 
the wedding is on 03 Mar 90. Chris, 
Terry & girls are all well, and thriving 
in Victoria. 

Ev & I did a junket this past Sum
mer to Edmonton, Yellowknife, Re
gina and Calgary. In Edmonton, in 
addition to the West Edmonton Mall, 
we were successful in seeing Scott & 
Alma Bricker, Ray & Karen Bunner, 
Gil & Margie McLean and Rick Cae
ser (ex PPCLI). Then in Yellowknife 
in addition to visiting with Sandra & 
tribe, we saw Tom & Muriel Eagle and 
Jan Stirling (widow of Maj Bill Stir
ling PPCLI). 

After a week with relatives in Re
gina, we left for Calgary for a one night 
stand on 10 Aug for a QOR of C Bar
becue held at Sarcee Barracks in con-

20 years later 

Col (Retd) Tsawwassen, BC 

Col (Retd) Ottawa, Ont 
LCol (Retd) Winnipeg, Man 
Maj H McCabe, CD (Retd) Sidney, BC 

Unknown 
Capt, CD NDHQ Ottawa, Ont 
LCol, CD CLF Comd & Staff College 
Unknown 
Maj, CD 3 PPCLI Victoria, BC 
BGen, CD FMC HQ St Hubert, PQ 
Maj, CD Deceased 
Col, CD HQ UNDOF 

Maj, CD (to RCDC) 
Unknown 
LCol, CD HQ AFNORTH 
Unknown 
Capt, CD NDHQ Ottawa, Ont 
Maj, CD 1 PPCLI Calgary, Alta 
Maj, CD HQ CFE 
Maj, CD (to C Pro C) NDHQ Ottawa, Ont 
Capt (Released) Unknown 
Maj, CD CFB Calgary, Alta 

QOR of C Regt Depot - 02 Dec 68 20 years later 

Maj JL McCulloch, CD LCol (Retd) Calgary, Alta 
Maj LJ Bush, CD Maj (Retd) Saanich, BC 

Capt RE Ridley, CD Capt (Retd) Calgary, Alta 
Capt NA Way, CD Capt (Retd) Ottawa, Ont 

If any of our readers can fill in any details for the 'Unknown' 
entries, please foiward information to Bill Mountain, 5523 6th 
Ave, Delta BC V4M 1L9. 

THE ANNUAL 
RIFLE SHOOT 

For what is now to be an annual 
event, twenty eight stalwarts attend
ed the Rifle Shoot, held at Niagara
on-the-Lake Ranges, Saturday, 16 Sep
tember, 1989. For once, the old saying 
'It never rains on the Queen's Own', 
let us down as it rained most of the day 
but we were not deterred. 

Those who participated were; Vic
tor Billett, Dave Brown; Steve Bud
den· Fred Burroughs; Bob Charman; 
Har~y Fox; Art Gay; Greg Goodwin; 
Jim Green; Ken Gregory; Ivan Hill; 
Ernie Hughson; Rolph Jackson; Hank 
Killham· Jack Martin; Tim Midgely; 
John Missons; J.P. Moore; Cliff 
O'Brien; Joe Oggy; Ted O'Halloran; 
Bill Paton; Art Richardson; Norm 
Selby; Mark Steels; Gus Steinhauser; 
Paul Trenchard and Jim Wilkins. 

Before moving out to the firing point, 
all in attendance were served a hot 
lunch. (I personally, cannot remem
ber when the army ever served us bar
bequed chicken although I recall 'lib
erating' the odd chicken during WW 
II which we cooked ourselves). Fol
l;wing this delectable lunch, coffee 
and desserts (which Missons had to 
stay away from or some guys were 
going to tell Alice on him), we made 
our way to the firing point. 

The group was broken down into 
five teams - A: B: C: D: & E: The 
Range Party (members of the regi
ment) instructed us on the proper 
range rules as well as the procedures 
and operation of the weapons. We were 
then issued weapons, mags., 25 rounds 
of ammo, ear protectors (which, we 
stalwarts felt came about fifty years 
too late). There were many red faces 
when B team emerged as the winners 
on the total score, and guess what? -
they were all bandsmen -Ted O'Hal
loran; Bob Charman; Paul Trenchard; 
Dave Brown; Steve Budden and Bill 
Paton. In the final shoot off of the five 
highest individual scores (one from 
each team), again Ted O'Halloran e
merged as the champion shot for 1989. 
He was duly presented with the Bren 
Gun upon our return to the armouries 
and his name will be engraved on 
the plaque. 

Our trip down and back was delight
ful - we were given a brand new bus. 
Someone commented that instead of 
buying new nuclear submarines, they 

only had enough money for a new 
bus. 

On behalf of the Association I 
would like to extend thanks to the 
members of the regiment for their won
derful assistance and a special thanks 
to C.O., Col. Rayment and RSM Bud
den for the invitation to participate. 

JACK MARTIN 
PRESIDENT 

THE MUSEUM OF 
APPLIED MILITARY 

HISTORY 

You may have wondered about indi
viduals practicing drill in World War I 
and II uniforms. These individuals are 
members of The Museum of Applied 
Military History. Our museum has 
been given permission by your Com
manding Officer to use your facilities 
and in return we provide static and 
active displays at Regimental events. 

The museum is an extension of an 
organization called Service Rifle Shoot
ing Association which was formed in 
1965 by advanced military collectors. 
Because of our interest in military 
weapons we were asked to provide 
displays for various Armed Forces 
Days and to assist in foreign weapon 
demonstrations for the Combat Arms 
School at Base Borden and later at 
Camp Gagetown. 

As our members matured and their 
interests expanded, several members 
formed into special interest groups to 
represent different eras of Canadian 
military history. The first of these 
groups was the King's Royal Rifles of 

New York, an American revolutionary 
regiment. The KRR has fielded over 
100 men at displays and mock battles 
and has appeared before the Queen. 
Other members have formed units of 
the War of 1812, the 1850's, W.W. I, 
W.W. II and Women at War. Individ
ually we can represent almost any 
period of Canadian history. Our mem
bers are drawn from all walks of life 
and from all areas of Canada. 

The unit that you may have seen is 
called Maple Leaf Up and represents 
Canada's contribution to World War 
II. The unit has been in existence 
since 1979 and has fielded a complete 
platoon with vehicles at displays in 
Trenton and CFB Borden. We re
enact simple battle scenes and have 
another museum group: Norden, por
tray the enemy. These re-enactments 
have been very well received by the 
sponsors of the Armed Forces Days in 
which we have participated. 

For The Queen's Own Rifles we 
have provided Guards of Honour at 
the June 6th ceremonies and static 
displays at various mess functions. 

Ifwe can be of any help, such as pro
viding foreign weapons demonstra
tions or adding an historical touch to a 
ceremony, please get in touch with us. 
And please don't be afraid to point 
out when some older civilian in battle 
dress breaks a Regimental tradition, 
we all want to honour those who pre
served our freedoms. 

We are actively recruiting new mem
bers who enjoy researching Canadian 
military history and enjoy drill. 

R.D. Lawrence 
Director, Museum of Applied 

Military History 

Dedication of Korean war memorial, Niagara on the Lake, 1986 
Photo by Doug Lawrence 
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QOR (TORONTO) 
ASSOCIATION 

Just prior to the regiments birthday 
celebrations in April, 1988, Frank 
Gaines, Rolph Jackson, John Mis
sons, Art Gay and myself, visited the 
Cobourg Branch of the Royal Cana
dian Legion where we were presented 
with a framed photograph of our late 
padre, The Venerable Jack Clough 
who had also been the padre of that 
branch. Members of the Cobourg 
Branch wanted to make sure that the 
photograph would be placed in the 
hands of the Queen's Own Rifles of 
Canada. The picture was subsequent
ly presented to Col. Bill Barnard for 
display in our Regimental Museum. 

The 1988 celebration of the regi
ments birthday, 24 April, was a tre
mendous success and much of the cred
it must go to my predecessor, Joe Res
nick. On this occasion, three buglers, 
Doeg., Greer and O'Halloran were hon
oured by the regiment for the many 
continuous years of faithful service, 
Bernie Aaron added to the excite
ment by graciously providing one of 
his antique cars. 

In September it was our intention 
to gather for the 2nd Annual Shoot 
which was going to be held at Niagara
on-the-Lake Ranges. Just days before 
the shoot, the Commanding Officer 
was informed that the Association was 
bumped in favour of one of the regular 
militia regiments wanting the ranges. 
It was then decided to apply for the 
ranges at Borden and permission was 
granted. We then called some of those 
fellows living up that way to invite 
them to join us and darned ifwe weren't 
bumped again. (This is the army Mr. 
Jones!). We ended up holding the 
shoot at Moss Park Armoury and the 
RSM also arranged for further com
petition with grenade tossing. Harry 
McCabe won on the target score, M . 
Steel on the bingo and five members 
tied for first on the grenade toss. With 
a 'cut of the cards', 'yours truly' emerg
ed the winner. 

To try and avoid future disappoint
ments, I have appointed Jim Green to 
liaise with the regiment to assist the 
RSM (if help is required) in setting up 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake Ranges for 
the 1989 Shoot. 

Also, the immediate Past Presi
dent, Joe Resnick and 1st Vice Presi
dent, John Strathy, have graciously 
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agreed to co-ordinate our 1989 regimental celebrations, in conjunction with the 
Commanding Officer. 

Our Association had a normal year 
of operation; nothing sensational, but 
those who took part in the various func
tions felt rewarded in different ways. 

The General Meeting in April '89 
was very well attended and we had the 
pleasure of listening to the Military 
Band (under the direction of Capt. 
Denny Ringler) who performed for 
our pleasure and they did a fine job, as 
usual. Members of the regiment put 
on a display of their modern weapons 
for us old timers and invited us to mingle 
with the active members to ask ques
tions, etc. Our thanks to Capt. Ringler 
and Capt. Erik Simundson for their 
performances, efforts and their un
hesitating co-operation. 

The next function, of course, was 
our trip to Europe in June, which is 
detailed in this publication. Suffice to 
say, it was very successful. 

After a quiet summer came the 
Annual Shoot in September (again 
detailed elsewhere in this publica
tion). Hardly had the shoot finished 
when it seemed the Regimental Christ
mas Party was upon us. By kind invita
tion from Lt. Col. Ed Rayment, CD., 
we were invited to a fantastic dinner 
and entertainment by Ben Wicks. A 
very enjoyable evening to be sure. 

We are now in the process of prepar
ing for this years up and coming 130th 
Anniversary of our Regiment. Our 
own Barney Danson will be the guest 
speaker on Saturday, 28 April, at the 
dinner to be held at the QOR Legion 

Hall and we have been trying to imp
ress upon each of you that space is 
limited, so please send your cheques 
to RHQ as quickly as possible to avoid 
disappointment. Tickets are going 
fast! 

It also gives me great pleasure to 
inform you that on the occasion of our 
130th Anniversary, The Queen's Own 
Rifles of Canada will be given the 
'place of honour' at the head of the 
Warrior's Day Parade, Saturday, 18 
August, 1990. For those members who 
feel that their legs will not hold up for 
the whole parade, arrangements will 
be made to form up just outside the 
west entrance to the Grandstand to 
join in for the march past. More on this 
later. 

Now for some sad news. On Thurs
day, 18 January, 1990, our immediate 
Past President of the Association, Joe 
Resnick, passed away while on his 
evening walk. It is impossible to des
cribe how valuable Joe was to our 
organization as well as several others. 
He will be sadly missed by all who 
knew him. 

If any member would like to help 
out in the Association, either on the 
Executive or as a Director, please 
contact RHQ (362-3946) and leave 
your name and telephone number and 
we will be in touch. In most cases 
there are only two or three meetings 
per year. 

JACK MARTIN 
PRESIDENT 

Unfortunately we could not stay too 
long and headed out, once again. We 
travelled north to the causeway then 
west across what used to be the 
Zuider Zee. Another coffee break half 
way across the causeway then on our 
way again. The next day we visited 
Vollendam and visited the flower auc
tion at Aalsmeer - a place that defies 
your imagination to comprehend the 
amount of flowers that pass through 
the place - acres of them.! 

On the 23rd we transferred to Schi
phol Airport for our return journey 
home, arriving Toronto International 
Airport the same day. 

Looking back we had a good time. 
This was evidenced by the turnout for 
our special night held in the Sergeants' 
Mess, 21 October, 1989. We had a lot 
of fun, we were serious when we had to 
be, our deportment was excellent, no
body got jailed and generally we had a 
great affable gang of people to work 
with. Sure, I have probably missed 
something we did but unless a daily 
diary was kept, everything is from 
_memory and I, for one, will treasure 
those memories for years to come. I 
am exceedingly proud of the fact that 
the Memorial at Le Mesnil-Patry was 
designed by me and approved by our 
committee and the First Hussars, and 
was built to my exact specifications. 

In closing I would like to thank 
those members who helped immen
sely - Ellie Dalton, Neil Gordon, 
Jack Lake, J.P. Moore, Bill Ross, Art 
Gay and, of course, Col. Rayment and 
RSM Brian Budden. If I have missed 
anyone, I am sorry, it is unin
tentional. 

Regimentally yours, 
JACK MARTIN, CQMS 
President 
QOR (Toronto) Association 

THE REGIMENTAL 
SHRINE 

Well, 1988 has been another action 
packed year, with the Winter Olym
pics in Calgary; Summer Olympics in 
Seoul, Korea; Federal elections North 
and South of the border; LCol Don 
Ethell' s UN peacekeeping duties prais
ed on Front Page Challenge and Mac
lean's magazine; and lastly, the devas
tating earthquake in the USSR. 

Visitors to the Shrine during the 
year, have included such notables as 

Al & Mary Collingwood with their 
grand-daughter Celine Brookingfrom 
Brandon, Man; 'Salty' Saunders from 
the Nation's Capital; Bob Munson and 
Dave Luxford of Calgary, Alta; Dick & 
Eileen Cowling and Don & Mardie 
Creighton of Vancouver; Wally & 
Myrna Ratz, Pete & Shirley Marcetta, 
Tom & Mary Stout, Bob & Doreen 
Whelan, Bill & Jo Carlton, Betty 
Waldron and Dorothy MacLean all of 
Victoria; Jim Britt ofNanaimo; Art & 
Jeannette Gaudry of Richmond; 
George & Rose Tesla and Guy & Kelly 
Mountain of Surrey; Bob & Franca 
Burns of North Delta; Lloyd & Elea
nor Cornett, Ken & Carmen Diebel 
and Robbie (Mk III) &Brenda Robin
son of Sunny Tsawwassen. It was also 
nice to see Peggy Lilley and Charlie 
Park both of Calgary, and Jack Lake, 
Toronoto. 

Phone calls during the year have 
included Len Quinlan from Portage la 
Prairie; Harry Lloy in Victoria; John 
Doerkson in Kelowna; Don Reiben in 
Chilliwack; Lew MacKenzie in Gage
town; Elise Wood in Langly; Paul 
Hughes and Dave Luxford of Calgary; 
Annette Pope in Chilliwack (phoning 
to advise that Nick was sick in bed, 
and that they would be unable to at
tend the Birthday Bash) ; Charlie Bel
zile in Ottawa; and of course, our an
nual call from Big Al Collingwood! 

Recent moves, etc have included 
BGen Lew MacKenzie to Comd CTC 
& CFB Gagetown last Apr; Col Barry 
Ashton to NATO HQ in Brussels in 
Dec; Col John Joly to D/Comd CFB 
Calgary in Aug; LCol Ken Radley to 
CFHQ from Brussels; Maj Dave 
Stevenson has returned to the Cdn 
AB Regt in Petawawa for two years, 
then plans to emigrate to Victoria 
with his new bride, Sharon; Dick Cow
ling has retired and they have moved 
to Comox; Ron & Joyce Barker are 
now settled in White Rock; Herb & 
Marianne Pitts have moved to Toronto; 
Larry & Fran McCulloch have return

·ed to Calgary; 'Boom' & Irene Marsaw 
have moved to Ottawa; and Mike & 
Faye Lawless will be moving to Ver
non early in 89 when Mike retires and 
as soon as they have sold their house 
in Regina. 

I regret having to report the follow
ing losses during the year. 
Jan -Tim Reid killed in level crossing 
accident in Chilliwack. I attended the 
Service at Sappers' Chapel and saw 
the following; Lou Riel, 'Poncho' Fother-

ingham 'Moose ' McDonald, Bar & 
Kieth McCarthy, May & Fred Dor
man, Dan Stahl, Cy Arkinstall, Nick 
Pope, Charlie Dunlop, Don Reiben, 
Bob Ducharme, Bob Foster, 'Duke' 
Connelly and Gord Hryhoryshen. 
Mar - Rita Hanleyof a stroke in 
Winnipeg. 

Jul - Bill Ligget of heart attack while 
on callout at HQ FMC St Hubert. We 
attended the Military Funeral in Na
naimo by C Scot R (Bill's original Unit). 
Saw Fran & Larry McCulloch, Doro
thy & Jim Taylor, Eileen & Dick Cow
ling, Vi & Jack Bush, Doreen & Bob 
Whelan, Dunc Wain, 'Punchy' West
fall, Betty Waldron and Mary Stout. 

Nov - Bea Mathews (nee McTaggart) 
of cancer in Duncan. 

On behalf of the Regiment I extend 
sincere condolences to all their fami
lies, with the thought that they will 
be remembered. 

Earlier this year, I embarked on a 
project to produce a comprehensive 
nominal roll of every officer who serv
ed with the Regular Component of the 
Regiment during the period 16 Oct 53 
to 26 Apr 70. It is coming along nicely, 
and at present comprises 395 names. I 
am encouraged by the enthusiastic 
support I have received from those 
who I have asked for help in dredging 
up names and particulars from the 
dim, distant past. 

Later in the year, I was approached 
by none other than Maj Larry Jones 
who now resides in Toronto! He had 
volunteered to assist on a part time 
basis at RHQ, to compile an up to date 
mailing list of all Regimental Officers. 
So, I am now assisting in the produc
tion of that list also. (Thank God for 
the computer!) 

Another project I have up my sleeve 
is the production of a video tape of the 
final Feu de Joie by the First Battalion 
at Work Point Barracks, Victoria, BC 
on Sat 25 Apr 70! After a bit of sleuth
ing, I determined that Doug Williams 
had some 8mm movies which he had 
taken of that parade . On contacting 
him, he very kindly sent me the films 
which I have previewed, and have con
cluded that a quite reasonable video 
tape could be produced from it. More 
on that subject when things have been 
finalized. 
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by Bill Ross and in english by myself. 
'Reveille' was sounded by the bugler, 
wreaths were placed by Gerald Merri
thew, Minister of Veterans Affairs, 
our Honorary Colonel, Jack Lake, 
SSM Len Barrett, then RSM Brian 
Budden for the QO R Sergeants Mess. 
Then the children came with their 
bouquets of flowers which nearly ob
scured the memorial. What a beauti
ful tribute!! The cermony came to an 
end with the National Anthems. All in 
all it was a moving scene and a picture 
of one of the children and her mother 
appeared on the cover of The Legion 
Magazine (September issue) and 
went to over 600,000 people. 

Following the ceremony we atten
ded, once again, another reception 
given by the Le Mesnil-Patry citizens 
prior to departing for Caen and to the 
Canadian Government's official re
ception. Needless to say it was late 
when we finally arrived back at our 
hotel - ithad been a long two days, no 
one had trouble sleeping. 

It was our intention to take things a 
little slower the next day so we paid a 
visit to the new museum in Caen in the 
morning. We later attended the cere
mony held by the Royal Winnipeg 
Rifles and the 3rd Antitank Regiment 
where they unveiled a plaque to the 
memory of those members of their 
respective regiments who were so 
brutally murdered while prisoners of 
war by the 12SS Panzer Div. (Hitler 
J ugend) . It was a lengthy ceremony, 
longer than ours. The names of the 
123 Canadian soldiers were called out 
and a poppy for each individual was 
placed on the plaque. 

We took one tour along the coast, 
east of Bernieres, travelling through 
Cabourg, Dives, Villers, Deauville 
and on to Honfleur. While in Honfleur 
we paid a visit to a distillery where 
that firewater Calvados is made -
naturally, had a few samples and pur
chases were made. Honfleur is a very 
scenic and beautiful city, well worth 
seeing if you ever visit France. 

Sunday we transferred to the Mer
cure Hotel, browsed around town 
sampling the cafes. We left Caen on 12 
June and headed for Lille and parted 
company with the 'A' and 'B' groups 
the following day. 'A' group was re
turning home and 'B' group were off to 
visit the old country. En route to Lille 
we visited the Commonwealth Mili
tary Cemetery at Arras. 
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2Lt. John Fotheringham's grand
father (I believe) has his name on a 
memorial within the cemetery and 
John had the opportunity to see it 
with his own eyes. From Arras we tra
velled on and visited Vimy Ridge 
where some of our fathers/forefathers, 
etc. distinguished themselves so 
valiantly. 

The remainder of the trip was spent 
in Holland. In Oostburg we were 
taken to the very spot that we landed 
in the 'buffaloes' back in 1944 when we 
crossed the water for the start attack of 
the Breskens Pocket. The Highland 
Light Infantry, who landed just ahead 
ofus on 9 October, 1944, have erected 
a cairn at the spot commemorating 
the landing. Visits were made to 
Brugge and Ghent - mostly walking 
tours of these places as the streets are 
too narrow to allow buses to pass. 

We took the ferry from Breskens to 
Flushing and viewed the 'Delta 
Works', as the Dutch have named this 
project. This is the area where the 
land has been reclaimed from the sea 
and special sluice gates and dykes 
protect this newly gained land. A truly 
marvellous engineering feat. We went 
through the medieval villages of Mid
dleburg and Veere. 

On the morning of the 19th we left 
Utrecht for Deventer and were invited 
to the new City Hall complex which 
has been added to the old building. We 
were served the traditional choice of 
wine, schnapps or juice and given 
small souvenirs of our visit. We were 
then taken on a guided tour to the area 
that the Queen's Own had passed 
through during the battle for Deven
ter in 1945. Only two of us could recall 
much of this city from those wartime 
days, Bill Ross and myself, both from 
the mortar platoon, from certain 
landmarks. Leaving Deventer we 
headed north to Meppel. Here again 
we were greeted by the town officials 
and were entertained by a senior citi
zens concert band. 

From Meppel we headed for our 
hotel Bonte Wever in a little hamlet 
called Slagharen. This was quite a 
complex of various entertainments -
tennis and squash courts, bowling al
leys, steam and/or sauna baths, a 
Chinese swimming pool plus three 
restaurants, and much more. We stayed 
for two nights before leaving for our 
next destination. 

One of our side trips was a visit to 
an ancient dutch fort on the German 
border called Bourtange. Our itiner
ary mentioned that the fort would fire 
a salute from one of their medieval 
guns in honour of our visit. We were all 
expecting a shot from something like a 
16 inch naval gun, instead we ended 
up having a salute fired from a minia
ture cannon in the fort's square, fired 
by a young fe llow dressed in medieval 
costume. A visit to a cheese factory 
finished the day. Did I mention that 
everyone tried daily to be the first into 
the bar in the afternoons for the 'Hap
py Hour'? In most places, 'Happy 
Hour' meant drinks were two for the 
price of one. 

On the 21st we began the final run 
of Holland when we travelled north to 
Sneek. We pulled into a town for a cof
fee break where the lady who served 
us noticed our Queen's Own caps and 
immediately phoned her son who hur
ried over to the hotel to greet us . 
These people knew that they had 
been liberated by the QOR and took 
us to a church in town where there is a 
plaque on the wall - a memorial to 
the men of the Carrier Platoon who 
were killed there on our final drive to 
the north of Holland on 15 April, 1945. 

Abbey where Canadian PO.W's 
were murdered. 

Buglers Doig, O'Halloran and Greer 

THE CROSSING OF 
THE RHINE 

ASSAULT FROM THE 
AIR 24 MARCH 1945 

Suddenly the sound of gun fire ceas
ed - the deafening noise of hundreds 
of allied artillery weapons, ranging from 
anti-aircraft to siege guns, was silen
ced. The roar of the guns which had 
been continuous for seventeen ear
splitting hours died away and the 
ground stopped shaking and quivering. 

The silence was only momentary in 
duration. It was as though the crash
ing crescendo of the overture had 
come to an end and the curtain was 
rising for the stage presentation. A 
new sound filled the air - the deafen
ing hum of airborne engines. Out of 
the west came waves of Dakota airc
raft bearing their freight of paratroop
ers to their destination east of the 
Rhine River. 

The air armada swept low over the 
wooded escarpment, making its way 
with majestic certainty. This was the 
greatest spectacle in airborne history. 
In the brilliance of a clearn, early 
Spring morning, the oncoming caval
cade could be seen in its entirety. The 
planes came in tight formations of 
about forty aircraft, flying almost 
wing-tip to wing-tip. These made up 
the advanced waves carrying para
troopers who would make the initial 

landings. Half-an-hour later came 
seemingly unending streams of Dako
tas and Stirlings towing the glider
borne troops. For the first time in 
operations two gliders were pulled in 
double-tow behind a single parent 
plane. 

The air offensive began at 10:00 
o'clock in the morning although, in 
fact, some of the flights were a few 
minutes ahead of schedule. The troop 
carriers and tow planes were flown by 
U.S. and R.A.F. pilots. The veterans 
of earlier famous air operations, the 
6th British and 17th U.S.A. Airborne 
Divisions, made up the major ele
ments of the landing force . The Cana
dian Parachute Regiment is attached 
to the 6th British Airborne Division. 

From the outset all signs pointed 
toward a successful operation. This 
would not be another Arnhem situa
tion with days of anxiety waiting for 
the ground forces to link up with the 
isolated air strike - and failing to do 
so. East of the Rhine the airborne for
ces dropped within the protective 
-range of our guns on the west bank. By 
early afternoon two points of contact 
had already been established with 
ground forces which had crossed the 
Rhine on assault craft. 

Accounts of the air invasion were 
related by two eye-witnesses who had 
to bail out from flaming aircraft com
ing back from the dropping zones. 

Lieut. Bernard Berman from Chi
cago, Illinois, was the pilot of a C47 
(Dakota) troop carrier charged with 
the delivery of men of the 6th British 
Airborne Division. His plane was a
mong the first flights to arrive over the 
northern edge of the landing area. The 
paratroopers were dropped at 10:14 
a.m. of this 24th March morning. Visi
bility was good until the Rhine was 
reached but the ground was obscured 
by smoke and fog after the river was 
crossed. Despite this, Lieut. Berman 
could see by the concentration of 
parachutes littering the fields that the 
landings had gone well and that the 
fighting men were grouped closely 
together. Flak from the ground was 
light although it increased as the 
morning wore on but at no time was it 
severe. Artillery, fighter and rocket 
planes had done a fine job in softening 
up the ack-ack defences. 

The Dakota was on its way out from 

the target area when Lieut. Berman 
presumes it was hit on the nose by 
machine-gun fire from the ground. 
The controls were seriously damaged. 
As the pilot states, "I poured every
thing to it to reach the western side of 
the Rhine." The plane made it and the 
pilot instructed his crew to bail out. 
Following the order, he walked through 
the plane to be sure every one had got 
away and then he jumped. He landed 
in the centre of a Royal Artillery H.Q. 
and was told that 5 seconds after he 
left the plane it was "a ball of fire." 

The other eye-witness story came 
from Capt. Charles Romine, Cham
pagne, Illinois, a Public Relations offi
cer with the U.S. troop carrier forces. 
He had travelled in a Bl 7 fitted out for 
press usage. The Flying Fortress had 
a difficult task. In operations, said 
Capt. Romine, "a bomber usually 
makes one or two 'passes' at the tar
get." In its new role this plane was to 
make 7 'passes' in order that a com
plete picture could be seen and re
corded. "We didn't quite make it," 
said the officer, "we made the trip in 
four times but the plane then was set 
on fire by flak. 

Capt. Romine injured his leg on 
landing and fell in an area which had 
just recently been vacated by the 
enemy. He came under fire from both 
sides. He crawled to a shell hole and
lay there, barely below the ground 
level, from 10:30 a.m. until 1330 hours 
when he was rescued by a British cap
tain. "I almost kissed him," said Capt. 
Romine, "it wasn't much fun out 
there. I did plenty of improving on 
that shell hole with my fingers," he 
concluded. 

The feature of this operation was 
the complete domination of the air by 
the allied aerial forces. Not one enemy 
aircraft made an effort to interfere; 
not even one plane from the opposing 
forces appeared when the airborne 
forces were put on the ground. The air 
cover and the blanketing of the enemy 
antiaircraft weapons demonstrated 
the commanding power of the allied 
effort. This overwhelming control was 
reflected in the dejected, beaten as
pects of the hordes of prisoners taken in 
the first 24 hours of the operation. 

Lieut. Bob Rae - 3 P.R. Group 

PAGE 25 



OPERATION OVERLORD '89 
- THE LE MESNIL-PATRY TOUR 

Prior to this event taking place, 
BGen. Neil Gordon, Col. Ed Rayment 
and myself departed Toronto in June, 
1988, for Le Mesnil-Patry, the site of 
one of our most important battle hon
ours, to confer with the Town Mayor 
and officials for the 1989 com
memorations. Following a reception 
we were each introduced and as
signed to a French family who would 
accommodate us. 

My host, Leon Bunel, a farmer, was 
twelve years old when that historic 
battle took place on 11 June, 1944. 
Leon took me around the farm 
grounds and to where the battle took 
place. He pointed out where the Ger
mans had their various weapons con
cealed and, because of his age at that 
time, he could wander around without 
too much interference from the 
Bosch. I asked him where the tanks 
had been dug in and he assured me 
that there were no tanks but a large 
battery of antitank guns concealed in 
the haystacks. 

June 5, in the company of Christian 
Jayaux Du Tilly, the Mayor of Ber
nieres, we drove to Bayeux where the 
official D-Day celebrations/comme
morations were to take place. We were 
given a place of honour beside the 
Bayeux Memorial for the ceremony. 
When it was finished the motorcade 
drove us to the Bayeux Canadian 
Cemetery where wreaths were laid 
and a memorial service held. 

Early on June 6 we drove to Ber
nieres-sur-Mer where we held a cere
mony at our memorial. Neil Gordon 
placed the wreath and then the three 
of us were each presented with a pla
que commemorating the event. We 
then went on to Caen for the official 
opening of the Caen Memorial. A 
magnificent structure, the building 
takes you on a journey through his
tory, much of which is devoted to 
WWII. Attending the opening cere
monies were bands from Russia, Po
land, Yugoslavia, Ireland, the United 
Kingdom and United States of Ameri
ca. Sadly, all Canada could provide 
were eight pipers. Invited to take part 
in this opening were three ex-QOR 
from WWII. A photograph of the 
three standing beside the Caen road 
sign had made news around the world. 
The City of Caen had approached the 
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Royal Canadian Legion asking if they 
could find out if these three soldiers 
were still alive and if so, who were 
they? Over 200 people wrote claiming 
they were one of the three but it was 
finally narrowed down to Bernard 
Hoo, Roy Kostick and Jack McCon
ville, all of whom were with 'C' Coy at 
that time. They proved to be the au
thentic Queen's Own and recognised 
Neil Gordon and spoke of other 'C' 
Coy personnel. (I could not help but 
wonder out loud how these guys found 
the time to stand there in 1944 and 
have their picture taken?) 

When the battle of Caen was men
tioned, not one word was said about 
Canada's contribution to the libera
tion of Caen. After arriving home I 
wrote to Prime Minister Mulroney de
crying the absence of Canadian par
ticipation and reminded him that the 
liberation of Caen had been bought 
with Canadian blood. (More on this 
later). 

Later that same afternoon we vi
sited an ancient abbey that was the 
headquarters of Gen. Kurt Meyer and 
were taken into the garden area where 
a plaque had been erected announc
ing 'On the night of 7-8 June, 1944, 
eighteen Canadian soldiers were mur
dered in this garden while being held 
here as prisoners of war. Two more 
prisoners died here, or riearby, 17 
June, 1944. They are gone · but not 

forgotten'. Most of these particular 
soldiers were members of the North 
Novas and the Sherbrooke Fusiliers. 

We visited Authie and stopped in 
Buron for refreshments and had one 
for the boys that didn't make it! 

On our last night we attended a din
ner held at my host's home - it was, 
believe me, quite a meal. During din
ner, old Mr. Bunel kept disappearing 
down into his basement, reappearing 
each time with a different liquid ref
reshment. Finally, as he emerged 
from one of his sojourns, he presented 
each of us with his own brand of Cal
vados that he had made back in 1958. I 
managed to bring mine home through 
customs. Neil and the CO generously 
donated their bottles to the hotel 
clerk in Paris. 

To date, 12 December, 1988, we 
now have $3,460 toward our Le Mes
nil-Patry Memorial and take this op
portunity to thank the following for 
their donations; 

Alex Adair; J.A.S. Alexander; Harry 
Babock; Laurence Bean; Barnett 
Danson; Louis Feldman; John Fother
ingham; Harry Fox; Art Gay; Frank 
Gains; Ken Gregory; Neil Gordon; 
Doug Hester; Charles Himmen; Alex 
Irvine; Moore Jackson; Henry Kill
ham; Carl Lewis; F.H. Lottridge; 
Danny Macinnis; C.C. Martin; Don
ald Martin; Jack Martin; George May
nard; J.P. Moore; Rob. Nicol; J. 

L - R: J. McConville, B. Hoo, N. Gordon, J. Martin, E. Rayment, R. Kostick 

Pearce; Lorne Pettit; Art Richardson; 
Bill Ross; Eric Schneider; G. Stat
ham; John Syrek; John Walker; J. 
Wilkins; Alistair D. Wilson; Ronald A. 
With; Nick Zamaria and the Big 2 
Club. 

* * * 
On 3 June, 1989, our party, number-

ing 42 (24 were Queen's Own, includ
ing Sgt. Pat Byatt and Lt. John Fo
theringham) and of those, 20 were ve
terans who served with the Queen's 
Own during WWII, left Toronto 
bound for Amsterdam. Arriving, with 
only one set of luggage being lost be
longing to a former member of Connie 
Smythe's 30th Battery, John Koza
chenko, we boarded a bus and headed 
for Brussels. 

Arriving in Brussels, we did a quick 
tour of the city before checking into 
the Albert-Premier Hotel to rest up. 
Following morning we departed early 
for Caen, via Paris, once again we had 
a tour of the city around noon hour, 
where we were joined by Jamie and 
Ruth MacKendrick, (outside the 
Moulin-Rouge no less). We then pro
ceeded to our hotel Val-de-Reul 
which was a mere 130 km away from 
Caen. Because of the distance, it was 
necessary for us to leave quite early 
on the morning of 6 june in order to 
arrive at Bernieres for our early morn
ing ceremonies (0730 hours). Thank
fully, Col. Ed. Rayment and RSM 
Brian Budden were already there with 
Jayaux Du-Tilly, the Mayor of Ber
nieres and had everything under con
trol for the ceremony. 

Veterans Affairs had provided us 
with a 24 man Guard of Honour, a 
bugler, three pipers and a drummer. 
Veterans Affairs Minister, Gerald 
Merrithew placed a wreath on behalf 
of the Canadian Government and 
were honoured to have former CSM 
Charlie Martin, DCM. MM. place the 
wreath for the QOR. As most of you 
probably know, Charlie was CSM of A 
Coy, one of the initial assault com
panies on D-Day. Following this cere
mony we left for the official govern
ment ceremonies at Beny-sur-Mer 
Canadian War Cemetery (but not be
fore enjoying the hospitality of the 
citizens of Bernieres). This particular 
ceremony was called earlier than 
scheduled because · of the Queen 
Mother unveiling a stained glass win
dow in the Bayeux Cathedral. The CO 
was able to procure some tickets for 

this unveiling and I was pleased to 
turn mine over to Charlie Martin and 
his wife, who, incidentally, was a 
member of the A.T.S. during the war. 
The remainder of the gorup and my
self spent some time in the 'beach' 
area reminiscing those days 45 years 
ago. 

On the morning of7 June, we again 
visited the beach area (Arromanches, 
Courselles, etc.) and at the invitation 
of the citizens of Le Mesnil-Patry, we 
proceeded to Cheux to attend a buffet 
luncheon which had been prepared 
for both the QOR and the First Hus
sars groups. The Hussars never did 
show up so we dug right in. During this 
lunch break, I had the pleasure of pre
senting to the new Mayor of Le Mes
nil-Patry, Monsieur A. Le Jolivel, a 
nicely framed letter from Toronto 
Mayor, Art Eggleton and an unframed 
(Michael Wilson's budget did not al
low for such an expense) letter from 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. 
These letters referred to the enor
mous sacrifices made during the bat
tle of Le Mesnil-Patry on 11 June, 
1944. 

We also presented Honorary Mem
berships (QOR Association) to the 
special committee that had been 
formed in Le Mesnil-Patry for this 
special occasion. They were - The 
Mayor, Mr. and Mrs. Pierre LeP
rovost; Committee Chairman Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexandre (who supplied and in
stalled the memorial); Robert and 
Mary Bennett, who had been our go
between and most helpful in overcom
ing the language difficulty. 

Town Council 

It was during this meeting, once 
again, with my host of last year that I 
was able to clear up a discrepancy 
about the battle in 1944. Previously he 
mentioned that there were no tanks in 
battle on 11 June (the history of the 
12th SS also confirms this), but just a 
few kilometers away, there were 74 
tanks concealed from allied air at
tacks. Toward the late afternoon a 
couple of tanks were dispatched to 
the battle scene, but nearly all the 
QOR's had been withdrawn and only 
a few of the First Hussars were left 
there. 

Following lunch we proceeded to 
Le Mesnil-Patry for the unveiling of 
the memorial. Our members lined up 
and marched into position by J.P. 
Moore. Then the First Hussars (who 
finally showed up) marched into posi
tion. Again, a Guard of Honour and a 
bugler were supplied by the Veterans 
Affairs. The pathway leading to the 
memorial was lined by the children of 
Le Mesnil-Patry each with bouquets 
of flowers. The memorial was draped 
with the flag of Normandy and mem
bers of the Free French had taken up 
positions behind the memorial, each 
with his flag. Words of welcome were 
expressed by the Mayor and the 
Chairman of the Committee, the 
memorial/plaques were unveiled by 
BGen. Neil Gordon (QOR) and Sgt. 
Jimmy Simpson of the Hussars. Col. 
Elliot Dalton and a member of the 
Hussars gave a short address. Prayers 
were said, then the Last Post was 
sounded. During the silence, the Act 
of Remembrance was said in French 
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